
2026 Voices of Color - discuss 7 to 8 p.m. 

The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison  
Tuesday, Feb.10, 2026  https:// 
us02web.zoom.us/j/82114436735?pwd=qMXEosbhBHRxRJjvifhhia70OTRa4n.1 

The Bluest Eye is Toni Morrison's first novel, a book heralded for its richness of  
language and boldness of vision. Set in the author's girlhood hometown of Lorain,  
Ohio, it tells the story of black, eleven-year-old Pecola Breedlove. Pecola prays for  
her eyes to turn blue so that she will be as beautiful and beloved as all the blond,  
blue-eyed children in America. In the autumn of 1941, the year the marigolds in  
the Breedloves' garden do not bloom. Pecola's life does change—in painful,  
devastating ways.  

With its vivid evocation of the fear and loneliness at the heart of a child's yearning, and the tragedy of its 

fulfillment. The Bluest Eye remains one of Toni Morrison's most powerful, unforgettable novels- and a significant 

work of American fiction.  

The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy  
Thursday, April 30, 2026  
The year is 1969. In the state of Kerala, on the southernmost tip of India, a skyblue  
Plymouth with chrome tailfins is stranded on the highway amid a Marxist workers'  
demonstration. Inside the car sit two-egg twins Rahel and Esthappen, and so begins  
their tale. . . .  

Armed only with the invincible innocence of children, they fashion a childhood for  
themselves in the shade of the wreck that is their family—their lonely, lovely mother, 
Ammu (who loves by night the man her children love by day), their blind grandmother, 
Mammachi (who plays Handel on her violin), their beloved uncle Chacko (Rhodes  
scholar, pickle baron, radical Marxist, bottom-pincher), their enemy, Baby Kochamma 
(ex-nun and incumbent grandaunt), and the ghost of an imperial entomologist's moth 
(with unusually dense dorsal tufts).  

When their English cousin, Sophie Mol, and her mother, Margaret Kochamma, arrive on a Christmas visit, 
Esthappen and Rahel learn that Things Can Change in a Day. That lives can twist into new, ugly shapes, even 
cease forever, beside their river "graygreen." With fish in it. With the sky and trees in it. And at night, the broken 
yellow moon in it.  

The God of Small Things takes on the Big Themes—Love. Madness. Hope. Infinite Joy. Here is a writer who dares 
to break the rules. To dislocate received rhythms and create the language she requires, a language that is at once 
classical and unprecedented. Arundhati Roy has given us a book that is anchored to anguish, but fueled by wit 
and magic.   Zoom link  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89287074058?pwd=ozKa1sb4vbvbakcw9gmJBAYywQH1bC.1 
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I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter by  

Erika L. Sánchez (Author)  
Wednesday, July 8, 2026      
    Perfect Mexican daughters do not go away to college. And they  
do not move out of their parents’ house after high school  
graduation. Perfect Mexican daughters never abandon their  
family.  
 
But Julia is not your perfect Mexican daughter. That was Olga’s role. Then a 
tragic accident on the busiest street in Chicago leaves Olga dead and 
Julia left behind to reassemble the shattered pieces of her family. 
And no one seems to acknowledge that Julia is broken, too. Instead, 
her mother seems to channel her grief into pointing out every 

possible way Julia has failed.  

But it’s not long before Julia discovers that Olga might not have been as perfect as everyone 
thought. With the help of her best friend Lorena, and her first love, first everything boyfriend 
Connor, Julia is determined to find out. Was Olga really what she seemed? Or was there more to 
her sister’s story? And either way, how can Julia even attempt to live up to a seemingly impossible 
ideal?        Zoom link 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89718567164?pwd=SzcAS1HjcbjbsmAb4tpPMHNa66Ieyh.1  

Braiding Sweetgrass from Robin Wall Kimmerer   
Tuesday, Nov. 17, 2026  

As a botanist, Robin Wall Kimmerer has been trained to ask  
questions of nature with the tools of science. As a member of the  
Citizen Potawatomi Nation, she embraces the notion that plants and  
animals are our oldest teachers. In Braiding Sweetgrass, Kimmerer  
brings these two lenses of knowledge together to take us on “a  
journey that is every bit as mythic as it is scientific, as sacred as it is  
historical, as clever as it is wise” (Elizabeth Gilbert).  

Drawing on her life as an indigenous scientist, a mother, and a  
woman, Kimmerer shows how other living beings—asters and  
goldenrod, strawberries and squash, salamanders, algae, and  
sweetgrass—offer us gifts and lessons, even if we’ve forgotten how  
to hear their voices. In a rich braid of reflections that range from the  

creation of Turtle Island to the forces that threaten its flourishing today, she circles toward a central 
argument: that the awakening of a wider ecological consciousness requires the acknowledgment 
and celebration of our reciprocal relationship with the rest of the living world. For only when we can 
hear the languages of other beings will we be capable of understanding the generosity of the earth, 
and learn to give our own gifts in return.   Zoom link 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81721115000?pwd=XFQPoQsmDmMMOfY0cn3mxLIPZ8yW7l.1  
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