
2024 Voices of Color
Tuesday, Feb 6 2024 7-8 p.m. zoom discussion

Salvage the Bones A Novel Jesmyn Ward

Winner of the National Book Award

Jesmyn Ward, two-time National Book Award winner and author of Sing,
Unburied, Sing, delivers a gritty but tender novel about family and poverty in
the days leading up to Hurricane Katrina.

A hurricane is building over the Gulf of Mexico, threatening the coastal town
of Bois Sauvage, Mississippi, and Esch's father is growing concerned. A
hard drinker, largely absent, he doesn't show concern for much else. Esch
and her three brothers are stocking food, but there isn't much to save. Lately, Esch can't keep down
what food she gets; she's fourteen and pregnant. Her brother Skeetah is sneaking scraps for his
prized pitbull's new litter, dying one by one in the dirt. Meanwhile, brothers Randall and Junior try to
stake their claim in a family long on child's play and short on parenting.

As the twelve days that make up the novel's framework yield to their dramatic conclusion, this
unforgettable family--motherless children sacrificing for one another as they can, protecting and
nurturing where love is scarce--pulls itself up to face another day. A big-hearted novel about familial
love and community against all odds, and a wrenching look at the lonesome, brutal, and restrictive
realities of rural poverty, Salvage the Bones is muscled with poetry, revelatory, and real.
Registration link -
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0tcuitrjMuG9ZQSCR_NMZVEWeLqVUZehMW

Monday, April 22, 2024 zoom discussion

Solito A Memoir Javier Zamora

Javier Zamora’s adventure is a three-thousand-mile journey from his small
town in El Salvador, through Guatemala and Mexico, and across the U.S.
border. He will leave behind his beloved aunt and grandparents to reunite
with a mother who left four years ago and a father he barely
remembers. Traveling alone amid a group of strangers and a “coyote” hired to
lead them to safety, Javier expects his trip to last two short weeks.

At nine years old, all Javier can imagine is rushing into his parents’ arms, snuggling in bed between
them, and living under the same roof again. He cannot foresee the perilous boat trips, relentless
desert treks, pointed guns, arrests and deceptions that await him; nor can he know that those two
weeks will expand into two life-altering months alongside fellow migrants who will come to encircle
him like an unexpected family.

A memoir as gripping as it is moving, Solito provides an immediate and intimate account not only of
a treacherous and near-impossible journey, but also of the miraculous kindness and love delivered at
the most unexpected moments. Solito is Javier Zamora’s story, but it’s also the story of millions of
others who had no choice but to leave home. Registration Link -
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMkceCupzotHdftaduvRIo3AP-A3JE-_m-V

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0tcuitrjMuG9ZQSCR_NMZVEWeLqVUZehMW
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMkceCupzotHdftaduvRIo3AP-A3JE-_m-V


2024 Voices of Color
Wednesday, July 17, 2024 zoom discussion

The Hare with Amber Eyes A Hidden
Inheritance Edmund de Waal

Edmund de Waal is a world-famous ceramicist. Having spent thirty years
making beautiful pots—which are then sold, collected, and handed on—he has
a particular sense of the secret lives of objects. When he inherited a collection
of 264 tiny Japanese wood and ivory carvings, called netsuke, he wanted to
know who had touched and held them, and how the collection had managed to
survive.

And so begins The Hare with Amber Eyes, this extraordinarily moving memoir and detective story as
de Waal discovers both the story of the netsuke and of his family, the Ephrussis, over five
generations. A nineteenth-century banking dynasty in Paris and Vienna, the Ephrussis were as rich
and respected as the Rothchilds. Yet by the end of the World War II, when the netsuke were hidden
from the Nazis in Vienna, this collection of very small carvings was all that remained of their vast
empire. Registration link -
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEtceCoqzMjGNB5J1U0GjzugAoOgkPwi1qb

Monday, Nov 4, 2024 zoom discussion

The Seed Keeper A Novel Diane Wilson

A haunting novel spanning several generations, The Seed Keeper follows a
Dakhóta family’s struggle to preserve their way of life, and their sacrifices to
protect what matters most.

Rosalie Iron Wing has grown up in the woods with her father, Ray, a former
science teacher who tells her stories of plants, of the stars, of the origins of the
Dakhóta people. Until, one morning, Ray doesn’t return from checking his traps.
Told she has no family, Rosalie is sent to live with a foster family in nearby
Mankato—where the reserved, bookish teenager meets rebellious Gaby Makespeace, in a
friendship that transcends the damaged legacies they’ve inherited.

On a winter’s day many years later, Rosalie returns to her childhood home. A widow and mother, she
has spent the previous two decades on her white husband’s farm, finding solace in her garden even
as the farm is threatened first by drought and then by a predatory chemical company. Now, grieving,
Rosalie begins to confront the past, on a search for family, identity, and a community where she can
finally belong. In the process, she learns what it means to be descended from women with souls of
iron—women who have protected their families, their traditions, and a precious cache of seeds
through generations of hardship and loss, through war and the insidious trauma of boarding schools.

Weaving together the voices of four indelible women, The Seed Keeper is a beautifully told story of
reawakening, of remembering our original relationship to the seeds and, through them, to our
ancestors. Registration link -
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0tcuGsqDgjEtBtafAYDm_vuZzR4u-LnuqD

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEtceCoqzMjGNB5J1U0GjzugAoOgkPwi1qb
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0tcuGsqDgjEtBtafAYDm_vuZzR4u-LnuqD
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