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Bethel Lutheran Church (Madison) Recognized As An 

RIC Congregation  

On behalf of Bethel Lutheran Church , we are delighted to 

share that Bethel has joined 17 other SCSW RIC 

congregation s as of December 22, 2020.   Here is their 

welcome statement:  

 

 

òWe welcome you to Bethel. We see you as we see 

ourselves, vulnerable to the challenges of human 

relationships, and deeply beloved by God.  

We welcome you who have ever felt excluded by the 

church because of race, sexual orientation, gender 

identity, age, physical or mental ability, family or 

economic status, or for a reason known only to you. 

We welcome you whether church life is familiar to you 

or your faith journey is new, whether you are certain in 

your beliefs or unsure what you believe. 

We invite you here because God is inviting you to be here. Striving to create a place where all 

feel safe and can find peace, let us share the unconditional love of God and, in the power of 

the Holy Spirit, work together to extend grace, m ercy, and justice ð within Bethel, in our 

communities, and the world.ó 

 

Bethel has had several RIC re lated learning sessions and will continue those in 2021.  Created, 

within Bethelõs website is an RIC webpage  where the congre gation and community can learn 

more about the RIC program and Bethelõs RIC journey, in addition to providing a list of RIC 

related resources.  

  

They state, òWe recognize that this is an RIC journey, not a destination, and we will continue to 

strengthen and expand on a welcoming culture to all of Godõs people without constraint.  We look 

forward to celebrating our RIC status with the congregation once we are able to again worship in -

person.ó 

 

If your congregation wishes to learn more about becoming an RIC welcoming congre gation, visit 

the synod website to find links to the congregations that have this status  and visit the RIC website 

(link provided below .)   If you are an RIC congregation and do not find youself listed on our 

web page, please inform  Deacon Hanrahan on the synod staff .  vickih@scsw -elca.org  

South-Central Synod  of Wisconsin | LGBTQIA+ Inclusion (scsw -elca.org)  

Also, visit the RIC website:  

Reconciling in Christ (RIC) | ReconcilingWorks    

Mission Moment  

 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbethel-madison.org%2Fric&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc6b56d7c70304f5224cf08d8c718f652%7C4e8126ffd4aa4ea2a90cdacc0af6d04c%7C0%7C0%7C637478257348469826%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KMeQwxD%2Fafbi8vF4ayPgnQ8zY%2B4A9tLh4hfjvLs3UPk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:vickih@scsw-elca.org
https://scsw-elca.org/lgbtq/
https://www.reconcilingworks.org/ric/


Conversations with   

the Bishop  

 

February 16, 2021 

2:00 ð 3:00 pm Webinar  

Topic:  

Telling The Old Story in a New Way  

 

Special Guest: Rev. Peder Johanson   

As we strive to breath e new life into the gospel each week, 

we invited one of our synodõs best storytellers, Rev. Peder 

Johanson to share his bible storytelling techniques.  Learn 

about the practice and spiritual discipline of biblical 

storytelling and explore  ways we may use it  in worship.  

 
 In addition to being an ordained pastor, Peder is a biblical 

storyteller and ambassador of the Network of Biblical 

Storytellers, International ( www.nbsint.org ). He has led 

workshops in  biblical storytell ing for learners of all ages and 

ability. Such workshops include learning the basic principles 

and practice of learning and telling biblical stories by heart, 

as well as more advanced aspects of performance and oral 

proclamation of scrip ture.   

 

He serves on the synodõs speakerõs bureau and is also available 

to speak on biblical storytelling as a spiritual discipline and/or to perform selected biblical 

stories in the contexts of worship, retreat, concert, etc. He is also willing to provid e ongoing 

coaching for teams of biblical storytellers.  

  
All rostered ministers will receive the link the morning of the event  

from our office.  

Laity, please email Robyn Zimmerman for the link: robynz@scsw -elca. org  

 

If you miss it, our webinars are recorded and accessible on the synod website:  

www.scsw -elca.org/webinars  

 

 

 

http://www.nbsint.org/
mailto:robynz@scsw-elca.org
http://www.scsw-elca.org/webinars


I will praise the name of God with a song; I will magnify him with 

thanksgivingó Psalm 69:30. 
 

 

Dear Friends of the South -Central Synod  of Wisconsin , 
 

I write to you this day to announce a new staff person joining the staff in the office of the bishop.  I am 

especially honored to have the opportunity to work with this fine person again.  I know her to be a woman 

of incredible faith, passion, commitment, and loyalty.   I know that she will serve as a partner in ministry to 

me, but more importantly , she will be a partner with all of us in the South -Central Synod  of Wisconsin .   

 

Marie Leafblad will join our staff on March 1 st as the Assistant to the Bishop for  Leadership Support.  Her 

primary job responsibilities will be with the care of congregations, the call process, a s well as youth and 

family ministry.   I hope you will join in my excitement in welcoming her.   

 

 
 

Bishop Joy Mortensen-Wiebe  

 

 

Marie  Leafblad  join s the Synod Staff as Assistant to the 

Bishop for  Leadership Support  with primary 

responsibilities in mobility, relatio nal networking, care 

of congregations, and youth and family ministries.  

 

Marie is a graduate of Bethel Seminary in  St. Paul, 

Minnesota, with a Masters in Global and Contextual 

Studies (2013) and North Park University with a 

Bachelorõs in Biblical Studies an d World Religions 

(2008).  

 

After years of serving in Baptist and Non -Denominational 

churches, Marie moved to the ELCA in November 2015 

when she started on staff of St. Luke Lutheran Church in 

Slinger, Wisconsin, as their Youth and Family Director.  

 

Prior to her call to St. Luke, Marie was general manager 

at Barley Johns Brew Pub. She still claims it is òthe best 

church sheõs ever served.ó Marie has plenty of 

international experience working with disaster relief, 

orphanage care, organizations and businesses in  Nepal, 

Kenya, Haiti, and Guatemala. She acts as a Discipling Peer 

Coach with the ELCA, mentoring others in youth ministry.  

 

Marie and her beloved dog Chai look forward to moving to the Madison area and enjoying all the different 

cuisines.  

 

 

 

 

 



ELCA NEWS  

 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH  - ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton Weekly 

Reflection  for Black History Month  
 

Our Black Lutheran history | ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton | Feb. 5, 2021 - YouTube 

 
This week, presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton shares some of the rich contributions of Bla ck Lutheran 

history.  Rev. Jehu Jones Jr. was born enslaved in Charleston, South C arolina.  He b ecame òa Lutheran 

minister who founded one of the first African -American Lutheran congregations in the United States, as 

well as being activel y involved in improving  the social welfare of blacks. ó 

 
ELCA ADVOCACY  

Advocacy Action Alert   - Congress moves on a new round of COVID -19 relief.  Take action through the 

ELCA Action  Center to ensure those of us in the greatest need are included. Express your concerns 

regarding responses to hunger, housing, migration, essential workers, childcare and schools and more.  

 

LUTHERAN IMMIGRATION & REFUGEE SERVICE  

Executive Order on Rebuilding and Enhancing Progr ams to Resettle Refugees and Planning for the Impact 

of Climate Change on M igration ð On February 4 th President Biden signed an exec utive order on 

òrebuilding and enhancing ó U.S. refugee programs.  

 

Executive Order on Rebuilding and  Enhancing Programs to Resettle Refugees and Planning for the Impact 

of Climate Change on Migration | The White House  

 
ELCA GLOBAL MISSION  
Have you seen the 2021 Global Mission Annual Directory and Map? Download the directory HERE  - Read 

about ELCA Global Missionõs ministry of accompaniment; hear from ELCA missionaries and companions; 

see Godõs work being done in action through liberating ministries; witness life-giving relationships shared 

and let your faith be ignited into action in your own communities. See and share also the ELCA Global 

Mission map and videos .  

 
ELCA PUBLISHING MINISTRY - SPARKHOUSE 
SPARK HOUSE Good Stewards Together 

New Year - New Resources - Check out their Lent, Holy Week, & Easter Digital Activity Kits for kids, their 

free youth Lenten devotional, plus Good Stewards Together: Twelve Intergenerational Summer Events 

pro gram.  

 
ELCA WORLD HUNGER  
ELCA World  Hungerõs 40 Days of Giving: Lent 2021 ð 

òThank you for all  you are doing in your congregation and 

community (during the pandemic) to con tinue Godõs work 

and to share the grace and love of Christ.  We invite you 

to continue your work by connecting  to the churchõs 

gl obal work to end hunger and poverty  during ELCA Wo rld Hunger õs 40 Days of Giving, which begins Ash 

Wednesday,            

Feb. 17. 

 

LINK to cong regational resources to roll this out in your setting:  

 

https://community.elca.org/emailviewonwebpage.aspx?erid=f964cf02 -a03a-4fa4-8b39-

041285618fa2&trid=f964cf02 -a03a-4fa4-8b39-041285618fa2 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SK5QFSmgSGc&feature=youtu.be
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Hr6-th_XpbNmA9OAOAOaCF8frut2JSI99HMoClkwinDukBeuU4sQFFm_U_r_Y0aQ8tX0JREshAGchEXrragPiXUJfJbIkYDl4j45cF2-1MbN5VSS_SfIW0ry4n8F5LguVmH_R8AXs6MbWRJTnfIj-hsbaQqAt_LjDGovslk4kuXL4els9t5Gb3A48AcmnCevxF683KLrtXUuP2H78arXW9CFqQe1ShEdac-iJaOLfa2r3adu3WuLroX-LFDCwC9NeYPpwfeyrxRXn8xCCht4Cqp6Y4NBMw-pslKElXNA3lST6S2Sw59RO26MuRfJ4sRkyQ6A6YNPKnWKUDKHyNg9O0IWPsL00PQoKdKYZhkud_AjoKbY0QRdNg%3D%3D%26c%3DB7fwmas3Li9_akojAuNs3otxr8hskRN45j4SI083MA4vNNKt2tdm4Q%3D%3D%26ch%3Dgrqfek7UcNkB1pMYP0XurFBfQ9ITtiZXOPG2PmP8xY79N0f-0RanzA%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf8989be24a1f4b6205d408d8ce119c99%7C4e8126ffd4aa4ea2a90cdacc0af6d04c%7C0%7C0%7C637485922386207146%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=8u9WmByuS5%2Bng36ETEPdRubgdgjCVpRJQWBOKkKiaM0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/02/04/executive-order-on-rebuilding-and-enhancing-programs-to-resettle-refugees-and-planning-for-the-impact-of-climate-change-on-migration/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/02/04/executive-order-on-rebuilding-and-enhancing-programs-to-resettle-refugees-and-planning-for-the-impact-of-climate-change-on-migration/
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Hr6-th_XpbNmA9OAOAOaCF8frut2JSI99HMoClkwinDukBeuU4sQFFm_U_r_Y0aQqWUFr-cdFkyec1AN8ZafwGQV3D_I8weCFHjmEBqibkZD6yMz4OerWf1GZng0xB_agG-gsZ0ZXFLdB0PoB-nQQZj79B4M_kUQss5tJ_SwCf-ENEfM24VE1iGFwYRNmY9UmMVbmjwaUtSoxeYqUxYYWiw4neIQ2FbVUwFZplFi5aI%3D%26c%3DB7fwmas3Li9_akojAuNs3otxr8hskRN45j4SI083MA4vNNKt2tdm4Q%3D%3D%26ch%3Dgrqfek7UcNkB1pMYP0XurFBfQ9ITtiZXOPG2PmP8xY79N0f-0RanzA%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf8989be24a1f4b6205d408d8ce119c99%7C4e8126ffd4aa4ea2a90cdacc0af6d04c%7C0%7C0%7C637485922386317097%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=X6r1m1vU%2FvtGrCvAGsWcdafrd179jWoxjCwSP7%2FiSgk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Hr6-th_XpbNmA9OAOAOaCF8frut2JSI99HMoClkwinDukBeuU4sQFFm_U_r_Y0aQnuPqvuTLIAgsXIM42krxCPx8crbu-1wlq2SvAFt7r3G9Zqbc_eYaVoSq3i-jvYtDFaBw69CypgXw6bkpNaltcRvk-wkjrjOG-pihZABeHpEq-f3b4C0ASP_2DrswgDFmRpQIZd17Abip-Meyny1PunOoCIMtO4ysFS3wEjhjTcl3Ywt1boHzMg%3D%3D%26c%3DB7fwmas3Li9_akojAuNs3otxr8hskRN45j4SI083MA4vNNKt2tdm4Q%3D%3D%26ch%3Dgrqfek7UcNkB1pMYP0XurFBfQ9ITtiZXOPG2PmP8xY79N0f-0RanzA%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf8989be24a1f4b6205d408d8ce119c99%7C4e8126ffd4aa4ea2a90cdacc0af6d04c%7C0%7C0%7C637485922386327093%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=8a5Tcn1r7bucoViERp6Jujhg8d6EHma2IUESeG%2F4yi8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Hr6-th_XpbNmA9OAOAOaCF8frut2JSI99HMoClkwinDukBeuU4sQFFm_U_r_Y0aQnuPqvuTLIAgsXIM42krxCPx8crbu-1wlq2SvAFt7r3G9Zqbc_eYaVoSq3i-jvYtDFaBw69CypgXw6bkpNaltcRvk-wkjrjOG-pihZABeHpEq-f3b4C0ASP_2DrswgDFmRpQIZd17Abip-Meyny1PunOoCIMtO4ysFS3wEjhjTcl3Ywt1boHzMg%3D%3D%26c%3DB7fwmas3Li9_akojAuNs3otxr8hskRN45j4SI083MA4vNNKt2tdm4Q%3D%3D%26ch%3Dgrqfek7UcNkB1pMYP0XurFBfQ9ITtiZXOPG2PmP8xY79N0f-0RanzA%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf8989be24a1f4b6205d408d8ce119c99%7C4e8126ffd4aa4ea2a90cdacc0af6d04c%7C0%7C0%7C637485922386327093%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=8a5Tcn1r7bucoViERp6Jujhg8d6EHma2IUESeG%2F4yi8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Hr6-th_XpbNmA9OAOAOaCF8frut2JSI99HMoClkwinDukBeuU4sQFFm_U_r_Y0aQMaxVh8LPU1oGBDbUCU7Lqfj3qbTkj-RqP2Wlhkvdf5p2o6Iis6HZddEktQNGNC5aG6CT5t5yVyr-6b7TdK_yQfG7tJb3ZSwk%26c%3DB7fwmas3Li9_akojAuNs3otxr8hskRN45j4SI083MA4vNNKt2tdm4Q%3D%3D%26ch%3Dgrqfek7UcNkB1pMYP0XurFBfQ9ITtiZXOPG2PmP8xY79N0f-0RanzA%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf8989be24a1f4b6205d408d8ce119c99%7C4e8126ffd4aa4ea2a90cdacc0af6d04c%7C0%7C0%7C637485922386337092%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=Q2YgpQzfBoNoBqGKaTJR0kb2HzfzOkXuL1r8UtZ%2B3SM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Hr6-th_XpbNmA9OAOAOaCF8frut2JSI99HMoClkwinDukBeuU4sQFFm_U_r_Y0aQnR4BhYrQzyXFmshSTFrUvsE4LZwPA-7BNq8R5MjRXFaimUazZqIaTHlXauidXaemWCpB2ck57R_4nvTEzk9lHJi0DzAD3yQ32xJVB25DEuOtDYw7aVeibQA06rkErzwj67UfCQQbXzHKkqa_nDZiOdGAPXvXvmwDwLAyHDTDA5BWX68_w5dNiVIbNMARjoyzxsLR-qwFJliKWWS-mJzQQbNKmq3P3E57ZLns60dnZHZNFDztoKFbhRoBPrb3qlPy1eLtjKXjaKrfhyKN5Uz58zCaSUgEIU6mfOIaNRM74sUcxrSneaUwzDqFMbvDPQOXWs5XSRQAbE_gl3Ab4D1-McN7_hwCXP7rQwdVeXiDw6j2hr8C4pwqOWGDvQ9p67LnmpaBUAzm05ysCtvZrSYQ38kqw6O5lwarmDrziXV9-oTcHyfdA85UI8GSqMJKXx3lvyKgFZzZGlHhk_mUTTXpi2j6wTSf0xhBlKiBHzvj78Mfcu3uCb220R52FIKQlCcVCZOhV9I-20ROwdPlMkT3QaTumnEPwj9eJXo-tTTTbf8HoWznT5B5XI-OlnhJcTiOHl2FMHfLmkqdPkeAYscV_Y10Bj4T39lg%26c%3DB7fwmas3Li9_akojAuNs3otxr8hskRN45j4SI083MA4vNNKt2tdm4Q%3D%3D%26ch%3Dgrqfek7UcNkB1pMYP0XurFBfQ9ITtiZXOPG2PmP8xY79N0f-0RanzA%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf8989be24a1f4b6205d408d8ce119c99%7C4e8126ffd4aa4ea2a90cdacc0af6d04c%7C0%7C0%7C637485922386337092%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=zT%2FeaKYrzayuW%2Bp5kLJx%2FGgqOuAGJr17cAaACF3eUpI%3D&reserved=0
https://community.elca.org/emailviewonwebpage.aspx?erid=f964cf02-a03a-4fa4-8b39-041285618fa2&trid=f964cf02-a03a-4fa4-8b39-041285618fa2
https://community.elca.org/emailviewonwebpage.aspx?erid=f964cf02-a03a-4fa4-8b39-041285618fa2&trid=f964cf02-a03a-4fa4-8b39-041285618fa2


Praying the Psalms Retreat  

with Richard Bruxvoort Colligan  
 

February 26 -28 
 

7:00 pm on Feb 26th to  

11:00 am on Feb 28th 

 

Register for the l ive event or recording s of 

event.  
 

Holy Wisdom Monastery has pivoted to on -line retreats 

for 2021 and is excited to share the news that Richard Bruxvoort Colligan will be presenting a liv e on-line 

retreat on the Psalms of lament the last week in February. Included will be a concert on Friday evening 

and a Saturday evening worship experience. All from the safety and comfort of oneõs home. Those 

registered will also be able to access the mat erials at their convenience until Easter .  

 

You are invited to join Holy Wisdom Monastery  for Praying the Psalms wit h Jesus presented by Richard 

Bruxvoort Colligan, February 26 -28, 2021. The Psalms are not only the ancient songs of Israel; they are the 

prayers that Jesus prayed.  

 

During this retreat we will sit with Jesus and sing these prayers. Meditations will include  Psalms 51, 25, 22, 

19 and 31. This enriching retreat will include:  

Å an opening concert on Friday night  

Å Psalm study 

Å meditation and sil ent reflection  

Å discussion and singing on Saturday along with an evening 

prayer service  

Å Holy Wisdom Monastery Sun day Assembly worship service and 

a closing session on Sunday 

There are two registration options: 1) Attending the retreat as it 

happens (in cludes access to the recordings through Easter) or 2) 

Receiving access to the recordings only (through Easter). This 

retreat is open to the public.  

 

Presenter  

Richard Bruxvoort Colligan is a music composer and Psalms 

scholar serving across denominations. He earned his M.A. in 

Theology and the Arts from United Theological Seminary of the 

Twin Cities in St. Paul, MN and is working on his D.Ministry at 

Eden Seminary in St. Louis, MO.  

He serves part -time as Cantor of the Olive Branch ELCA community and is the  weekly Psalm 

Correspondent on the Pulpit Fiction lectionary podcast. With several collections of original worship music, 

Richardõs songs have been published by five denominations.  

   

Event Details  

Dates/Times: February 26 @ 7:00 pm ð February 28, 2021  

 @ 11:00 am (CT)        Location: Virtual  

Cost: $60/person, for virtual retreat or recordings  

There is a 50% refund for cancellations by the Feb. 19, 2021 registration dea dline, no refund after the 

deadline.   Registration deadline:   Feb 19 (for live attendance); Ma rch 17 (for recordings only)  

 

Registration deadline: February 19, 2021  

Please click the button to register :  Book Now | Holy Wisdom Monastery (checkfront.com)  

 

https://holywisdommonastery.checkfront.com/reserve/?preview=1&item_id=250&start_date=2021-02-26&inf_contact_key=ee76fcc48b312be6ccb0db307833dc14

