“I will praise the name of God with a song; I will magnify him with
thanksgiving” Psalm 69:30.

Dear Friends of the South Central Synod,
I write to you this day to announce a new staff person joining the staff in the office of the
bishop. I am especially honored to have the opportunity to work with this fine person
again. I know her to be a woman of incredible faith, passion, commitment, and loyalty.
I know that she will serve as a partner in ministry to me but more importantly she will
be a partner with all of us in the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin. Marie Leafblad will
join our staff on March 1st as the Bishop’s Associate for Leadership Support. Her
primary job responsibilities will be with the care of congregations, the call process, as
well as youth and family ministry. I hope you will join in my excitement in welcoming
her.

Bishop Joy Mortensen-Wiebe

Marie joins the Synod Staff as Assistant to
the Bishop for Leadership Support with
primary responsibilities in mobility,
relational networking, care of congregations,
and youth and family ministries. Marie is a
graduate of Bethel Seminary in St. Paul,
Minnesota, with a Masters in Global and
Contextual Studies (2013) and North Park
University with a Bachelor’s in Biblical
Studies and World Religions (2008). After
years of serving in Baptist and NonDenominational churches, Marie moved to
the ELCA in November 2015 when she
started on staff of St. Luke Lutheran Church
in Slinger, Wisconsin, as their Youth and
Family Director. Prior to her call to St. Luke,
Marie was general manager at Barley Johns
Brew Pub. She still claims it is “the best church she’s ever served.” Marie has plenty of
international experience working with disaster relief, orphanage care, organizations and
businesses in Nepal, Kenya, Haiti, and Guatemala. She acts as a Discipling Peer Coach
with the ELCA, mentoring others in youth ministry. Marie and her beloved dog Chai
look forward to moving to the Madison area and enjoying all the different cuisines.

