Christmas Message

from Bishop Joy

Dear Friends in the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin,
My own family has walked through being diagnosed with
Covid-19. We are not alone. Rostered leaders in our
synod have been diagnosed and hospitalized with the
virus. Members of our congregations and communities
have been as well. It is scary. Yesterday, we eclipsed
300,000 dead in the United States from Covid-19. That
number will continue to climb we are told.
In Wisconsin, over the last few weeks, we have seen a
decline in cases but active cases and the expectation that
this virus will be with us for a long time is still very real.
Even as a vaccine is rolled out.
Fortunately, we have a God who is with us in all of this. And
the Spirit empowers us for leadership in these challenging
and uncertain times.
I know that a few of you re-opened worship and have
closed again. I commend you for making this difficult and
frustrating decision. This pandemic has wreaked all kinds
of havoc and stress. You have made the hard decisions
about Christmas services by now. Last spring, we thought
we would only contemplate and mourn missing Easter;
certainly, nothing prepared us for being away from our
buildings at Christmas too. In fact, nothing prepared us for
the kinds of decisions we would make in 2020 or the
challenges we would face. Nothing except the promise that
we have not made them alone. We have been
accompanied all along.
Now, as we move into the Christmas season, we witness
God incarnate. God comes through again. God comes to
us born in Bethlehem with hope and promise and love. We
live in this blessed hope. We await our Blessed Hope Jesus
Christ. We know God blesses us with this amazing gift.
Please know that this season the synod staff and I are
available to you. We will continue to walk with you and
your leadership teams. This Christmas we pray that you
will know the blessed love of God born for you.
Yours in Christ,
Bishop Joy Mortensen-Wiebe
South-Central Synod of Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

