Young Adults in Global Mission
By Deacon Vicki Hanrahan
Each week we share a mission moment. Why do we call them mission moments? In short, because every time
you put money in the offering plate at your congregation, you are supporting these missions of the wider
church through the money that your congregation sends on to the synod in the form of MISSION SUPPORT.
Some call this benevolence. The ELCA encourages us to refer to this in a more meaningful way by calling it
Mission Support. YOU are supporting the missions of the ELCA at all three expressions…your congregation, your
synod and churchwide and we THANK YOU for your offerings. This mission moment shows how you are helping
to raise up leaders through Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) through ELCA HUNGER FELLOWSHIPS. A
short video has been created about their experiences, and here also in writing is a reflection from one of those
in our midst who ends her fellowship with LOPPW on August 12, Kelsey Johnson.
Many of us have had the pleasure of walking
with (or sometimes running with!) Kelsey Johnson,
Lutheran Office for Public Policy in Wisconsin
Hunger Fellow and member of Midvale Lutheran
Church. You may have seen her leading
workshops at LEAD & Synod Assembly,
addressing the Senate Committee hearing for
the Human Trafficking bill, at the Immigration,
Asylum & Our Response Forum, at the movie
conversation, “Emanuel” and in the synod office
to name a few. Kelsey has worked in the LOPPW
office under the direction and guidance of
LOPPW Director, Rev. Cindy Crane.
She writes, “I'm excited to share this short video about the ELCA hunger
advocacy fellowship I've had the privilege of experiencing in the context
of Wisconsin for the last year. The fellowship has been challenging, lifegiving, invaluable, and has shaped my growth trajectory in profound ways.
Thank you to the Lutheran Office for Public Policy in Wisconsin, the ELCA
Advocacy state public policy network, and ELCA world hunger for
empowering my voice and gifting me the experience to develop as a
leader and advocate. Thank you to the 6 synods I've worked alongside in
Wisconsin. I look forward to continuing these relationships as I continue
candidacy for the next four years through the South-Central Synod of
Wisconsin.
Also, a special thank you to the young adults/not so young adults I've
served alongside this year. These have been and continue being
transformative relationships and experiences I'm so deeply grateful to
carry."
Note: Kelsey Johnson is at the very end of the video:
https://www.facebook.com/elcaadvocacy/videos/561152794289517/
To learn more, also visit: www.elca.org/careers

