A message from
ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton
“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything
old has passed away; see, everything has become new!”
— 2 Corinthians 5:17

Dear friends in Christ,
Stepping out in faith can be difficult. Martin Luther did it in
1517. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America did it at
the 2019 Churchwide Assembly. This church can be bold
and daring because of our scriptural and Lutheran
confessional understandings. Is it easy?
No. Do we always get it right? Probably not. Where we are in
error, may God correct us.
The cross is our center. Faith, grace and Scripture alone are
our guides. We are church. We are compelled by the gospel
and our understanding that in Christ we have been set free
to love and serve the neighbor. This loving and serving of our
neighbor alongside courageous and faithful leaders is what
offers hope to congregations.
Over the past 18 months we have made significant strides in
our work on congregational vitality. This church has multiplied its efforts and leveraged its resources to
enhance vitality in congregations. Our vision continues to evolve around strengthening our relationships with
God, each other and the neighbors we serve. In this way we are addressing both local and global issues by
being present in our own community and proactive with issues in the broader church.
This presence is made possible in significant ways through your giving of time, talents and financial resources to
our work together. The success of our recent campaign, Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the
ELCA, reflects the increasing
support for existing and new ministries that serve our communities here at home and others around the globe.
Through regular, special and legacy gifts, $250 million was given to support God’s work. Through the spiritual
practice of giving, we both acknowledge receiving God’s gifts and share in God’s generosity by passing on a
portion to others. Together we are doing God’s work in ways that we could not do otherwise.
As your congregation plans work for the coming year, I hope you will be both bold and daring, remembering
God provides and desires abundant life for all. May you continue supporting God’s work together with a spirit
of solidarity, collaboration and generosity. We are all partners in the gospel, believing in Jesus Christ crucified
and risen for the life of the world.
Stepping out in faith together,

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

