
WHAT MATTERS . . . . . October 1 , 2019 . . .  
  News from Your Synod and Ministry Partners  

 

 

Please hold in prayer  Interim Bishop  Rogness, synod staff, your 

pastors, deacons and their spouses as they gather for collegiality, 

theological learning and respite at the Grand River Center and 

Wartb urg Seminary in Dubuque , IA for Bishopõs Convocation, 

Oc tober 6 -8.  May the Spirit guide their conversations and bless their 

time together.  

 

Also note:  Due to Bishop õs Convo cation, What Matters will be on haitus until the following Tuesday, 

October 15. 

 

We Are To Be Bold  

By Elizabeth A. Eaton  

 

This church had a meeting in August. We gathered in Milwaukee for the 

2019 Churchwide Assembly. We were filled with anticipation and 

excitement ñwhat would unfold during the assembly? How would we be 

inspired by worship and Bible study? How would we be chal lenged? What 

new insight into the work of the church would we receive?  

 

It turned out to be quite a week. The assembly adopted a social statement, 

òFaith, Sexism, and Justice: A Call to Actionó; offered an apology to people of 

African descent; adopted a re solution setting aside June 17 as a day of 

repentance to commemorate the Emanuel 9; moved forward on our work 

toward authentic diversity; declared the ELCA a sanctuary denomination; 

adopted a policy statement, òA Declaration of Inter-religious Commitmentó; 

celebrated the successful completion of our first -ever comprehensive 

campaign; began the celebration of 50 years of Lutheran women being 

ordained in the United States, 40 years of women of color being ordained, and 10 years of LGBTQIA+ individuals 

being a ble to serve freely; elected Deacon Sue Rothmeyer as secretary; passed a budget; and much more.  

 

The assembly was intense, and voting members were actively engaged. The actions taken generated 

much debate during and after the assembly. Different narratives about what did and did not happen have 

been spun.  

 

Some say that a gathering of well -meaning people got a little carried away and entangled the church in 

impossibly naïve and dangerously political issues ñcalling out patriarchy, denouncing racial inequity, 

establishing a new commemoration for the church calendar, becoming a òsanctuary denomination,ó being a 

little too open to inter -religious commitments. Others say that a gathering of well -meaning people took 

decisions that were too timid, that didnõt go nearly far enough to address and act on significant issues in society 

and within the church. It seems as if they are reporting on two different events.  

 

Hereõs what did happen. Our days were centered around the word and sacraments. At midday every day 

we gathe red for communion. We heard the word read, proclaimed and sung. We remembered our baptism. 

We received the living Word in, with and under the bread and wine. This wasnõt an intermission in our work, a 

kind of break from the real business of the assembly. I t was the source and strength for the work we were 

called to do.  

 

Before votes were cast, we paused in silence and then in prayer. There was Bible study every day. We sang 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God. We had deep conversations with each othe r, first as strangers, 

but then recognizing in each other a member of the body of Christ. We celebrated and disagreed and 
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laughed and got far too little sleep. And, led by the Spirit, we caught a glimpse of the kingdom of God 

breaking into the world.  

 

One o f the gifts the Lutheran movement offers to the world is the clear declaration that the word of God 

is both law and gospel, judgment and promise. Martin Luther had a very conservative view of human 

nature, recognizing our brokenness, rebellion and sin. We all stand under Godõs judgment. Did we get it all 

right at the assembly? Probably not. Where we were in error, may God correct us. But the wordõs promise is 

that we are forgiven and redeemed. We are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor.  

 

The acti ons taken in Milwaukee were based on our scriptural and confessional understanding of who God 

chooses to be for us, especially and most clearly in Jesus crucified and risen for the life of the world. We 

believe that God desires abundant life for all, that all people are created equally in the image of God, that 

we are commanded to welcome the stranger and care for children.  

 

And we are to be bold. In Milwaukee, we stepped out in faith.  

 

A monthly column from the presiding bishop of the Evangelical Luthera n Church in America. Her email 

address: bishop@elca.org . This column originally appeared in Living Lutheran õs September/October issue. 

Reprinted with permission.  

 
Women of the ELCA  TRIENNIAL GATHERING SCHOLARSHIPS ð Application 

Deadline Extended!  

If you are thinking about attending the Triennial Gathering, now is the time  to apply for 

a scholarship for the registration cost ($325 value).   

July 16 - 19, 2020, Phoenix, Arizona  

 

The South-Central Wisconsin Synodical Womenõs Organization provides 4 scholarships  

in the for m of the Gathering registration fee .  Here is a link to the scholarship 

application form (add link) .  October 15, 2019 is the deadline for emailing or post marking a competed 

application form or requesting a paper copy of the form by email or calling Helen Sheahan at 608 -692-

7553.  Email address is sheahan1@sbcglobal.net  or mailing address is 1106 Valley Stream Drive, Madison, WI 

53711.  Recipients will be notified by October 31, 2019.  

 

Triennial Gatherings are always uplifting and inspiring.  Yes, Phoenix will be hot in July but the buildings are all 

air conditioned.  So start thinking now about attending.   Registration opens September 30.  Early-bird 

registration through January 6, 2020, is $325.  After that, registration is $375.  One day registrations  are $200.  The 

women of the  South Central Synodical Women õs Organization can õt wait to see you there!  

  

Traces of the Trade    --  First Film of the Year in  

St. Stephen's First Fridays Films Series 

Friday, October 4 ð Film starts at 6:30 pm  

 

St. Stephenõs ð 5700 Pheasant Hill Rd. Monona  
 

Katrina Brow ne tells the story of her forefathers, the 

largest slave -trading family in U.S. history. Not 

southerners, the family lived in Rhode Island and 

grew wealthy. Told from a personal perspective, this 

history dramatizes questions about the legacy of 

slavery tod ay. What would repair really look like? 

And what does it take?   

 

Friday, October 4    Film starts at 6:30 pm.   Discussion will follow.   Light refreshments served.  

 
Recommended by the SCSW Racial Equity  Ministry Task Force 

mailto:bishop@elca.org
mailto:sheahan1@sbcglobal.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

South-Central Synod of Wisconsin  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
Godõs work.  Our hands.  

 

 

 

THE SAINTS 
 Leadership Learning Webinar Series for Faithful Leaders 

/ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ΣΩȟ ΤΡΣΫ         ΩȡΡΡ - ΪȡΡΡ ÐÍ 

&ÏÒ ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÏÕÎÃÉÌÓ 

с 9ǎǎŜƴǝŀƭǎ ǘƻ 9ũŜŎǝǾŜ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ aŜŜǝƴƎǎ 

tǊŜǎŜƴǘŜǊΥ 
WŀƴŜ /ŀƘƛƭƭ ²ƻƭŦƎǊŀƳ 
{/{² {ȅƴƻŘ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
 
     ! ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
ŜǎǎŜƴǝŀƭ ǘƻ ǎŜǩƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ Ƙƻǿ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜǎΣ  Ƙƻǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ     
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘΦ  wǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŜũŜŎǝǾŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ 
ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ 
ŦƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ    

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴΥ 

-- Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜŎƪōƻƻƪ  

-- Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƳƛƴƛƳƛȊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƳƻƴƻǇƻƭƛȊƛƴƎ   
  ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ  

-- Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ  

!ƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΗ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ōȅ hŎǘƻōŜǊ мр 

!ÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ 7ÅÂÉÎÁÒ 3ÅÒÉÅÓ 

     aƻƴǘƘƭȅ 9ǉǳƛǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ŀƛƴǘǎ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊǎ 
ƻũŜǊ ŀ  ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǘƻǇƛŎ ōȅ ŀ Ƙƻǎǘ 
ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ½ƻƻƳ ŦƻǊƳŀǘΦ  /ƻƴǘŜƴǘ 
ƛǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǜǳƭƭȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŘ ōȅ ŀǊŜŀ 
ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ōŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ  ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀπ
ōƭŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ŀ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀπ
ǝƻƴΦ  
     !ƭƭ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǊŜŜ ƻŦ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ сл 
ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƳŀȄΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǝǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƻũŜǊ 
ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǎƘŀǊŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ 
ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŀƴȅǿŀȅ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
ƴƻǝŬŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ 
ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴΦ    
     ²ŜōƛƴŀǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ 
ȅƻǳΦ  {ƛƳǇƭȅ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ƻƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ      
ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘΦ  Wƻƛƴ ŀǎ ŀ 
ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŀƭƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ 
ƘƻƳŜΣ ƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǉǳƛŜǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘΦ  

 

²Ƙŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘΥ 
¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ      
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǳŘƛƻ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳǊ 
ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ƻǊ ǇƘƻƴŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴΦ   DǊƻǳǇǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
ŀƭǎƻ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ƻǊ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊΦ 
 

       ¢ƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΥ         
LǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ǿŜŜƪ ƛƴ     
ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴǎ ǳǇ ǳƴǝƭ 
ǘǿƻ Řŀȅǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ   /ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΥ 

                    ɉΨΡΪɊ ΤΩΡ-ΡΤΡΣ 

.ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ΣΦȟ ΤΡΣΫ     ΩȡΡΡ - ΪȡΡΡ ÐÍ  

&ÏÒ ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÉÅÓ 

)Ó 9ÏÕÒ #ÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ 
/ÌÄ ÁÓ -ÏÓÅÓ ÏÒ 3ÁÎÄÙ 
+ÏÕÆÁØȩ  
 
0ÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÒȡ                                           
2ÅÖȢ "ÒÁÄ 0ÏÈÌÍÁÎ 
3#37 3ÙÎÏÄ 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ 
 
     /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ōǳǎȅ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ 
ǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǎ ǳǇŘŀǝƴƎ ƻǳǊ          
ŎƻƴǎǝǘǳǝƻƴΦ  ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ 
ƻŦ ǳǇŘŀǝƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƻƴǎǝǘǳǝƻƴ ƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ          
ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊ ǿƛƭƭ      
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŀƭ ǝǇǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ   
     Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘΥ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƳƻŘŜƭ Ŏƻƴǎǝǘǳǝƻƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
нлмф ŎƘǳǊŎƘǿƛŘŜ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅΤ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ƴŜǿ ƻǇǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎΤ 
ŀƴŘ ōŜǎǘ Ŏƻƴǎǝǘǳǝƻƴŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǊŜŀ  
ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴǎΦ 
 
 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ōȅ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мо 

The South-Central Synod of Wisconsin, ELCA presents:  

!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƴŜǿ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴΚ  IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ōǳǘ ǿƛǎƘ ȅƻǳ ŦŜƭǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 

ōŀǎŜǎΚ  ¢ƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ-/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ {ȅƴƻŘ ƻŦ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ ǎǘŀũ ŀƴŘ ǎȅƴƻŘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ  

ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǝƻƴΗ 

EQUIPPING  



We welcome  

David M orstad , M.Ed, FAAIDD  

To the SCSW Speakerõs 

Bureau!  

His Topic :  

Disabilities & The Church  

 

The Speakerõs Bureau is a resource that you can use to bring high quality  educational programming 

into your cong regation on topics that are of great importance to our synod õs ministries.   

David brings us expertise in an imp ortant area :  Disabilities.  Here is information on the presentation 

he can give.  As ever, you will make direct contact with the speaker to work out arrangements.   

About Da vidõs Offering:   

Disabilit ies and the Church:  Creating Communities of Belonging for People With Disabil ities and Their Famil ies 

People with disabilities make up the largest minority group in the US; yet, many congregations contin ue to say, 

òWe don õt have any people with disabilities here. ó  In a 2013 study, more than half of families reported 

chang ing places of worship because their child with a dis ability was not included.  Congregational self -

reflection is encouraged  in order to create more welcoming Christian education, outreach, evangelism and 

encourage the stewar dship of talen t and insight that people with disabilities have to offer.   

Disabilities and the Church aims to provide information  on:  

¶ The bump y relationshi p of the church and pe ople with disabilities  

¶ Creating accessible worship  

¶ Imp roving welcoming l anguage and pr actice  

¶ Discovering assets people with disabilities bring  

¶ The journey from inclusion to belon ging  
 

About the Speaker:  

David Morstad, M.Ed., FAAIDD  

David Morstad (Immanuel/Watertown) is the aut hor of Whole community:  Introducing Faith Communities to 

People with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities.  He is a Fellow of the American Association on 

Intelllectua l and D evelopmental Disabilities (AAIDD), and was the 201 0 reci pient of the AAIDD Henri Nouwen 

Award.  For more than 38 years, he was with Bethesda Lut heran Communities and was the Executive Director 

and Senior Fellow of the Bethesda Ins titute.  David has published numerous a rticles and has lectured to 

professional organizations across the US, Central America, the Baltic nations, and the M iddle East.  He currently 

serves on the Governor õs Committee for People with Disabil ities and is an advisor on the Institute on Theology 

and Disability.  

We are priv ileged to have him join the Synod õs Speakerõs Bureau.  Welcome David ! 

To contact David, find his information on the Speakerõs Bureau page on the  synod website:  

https://scsw -elca.org/resources/speakers -bureau/  

Direct link to David õs contact page:  

 https://scsw -elca.org/wp -content/uploads/2019/10/SCSWSpeaker.MORSTAD.pdf  

SCSW 

Speakerõs Bureau 

https://scsw-elca.org/resources/speakers-bureau/
https://scsw-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/SCSWSpeaker.MORSTAD.pdf


 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Novem ber 20, 2019      9:00 am - 4:30 pm  

November 21, 2019    9:00 am - noon  

 

A LIVE STREAMED STEWARDSHIP EVENT SPONSORED BY  

THE SOUTH-CENTRAL SYNOD OF WI 

 
Hosted by:  New Life Church  

7564 Cottage Grove Road, Madison  

Lunch Provided -  $35.00 registration fee  

 
Ge nerosity NEXT features plenary speakers who are thought leaders on  cutting -edge topics related to faithful 

stewardship and generosity in the  North American cultural landscape.  

 

Receiving offerings has been an ongoing part of the churchõs story, beginning w ith the earliest scripture texts. 

Spirited Generosity: Offering  Vitality in the 21st Century will explore the history and theology of the  offering, its 

spiritual significance, and how faith communities can  continue to make congregational giving a vital pra ctice 

in 21st-century  culture.  

 

Spirited Generosity will feature these four plenary sessions:  

 

Å Historical and theological review of the offering in  Judeo/Christian culture  

 

Å The Offering as Worship: theological and biblical aspects of the offering as an  act of  

worship, discipleship, and mission  

 

Å Cultural Influences on the Offering: technology, generational differences, and the place of  church in society  

 

Å Best Practices for the Offering: making the offering a meaningful moment when faith communities gather  

 

Generosity NEXT is provided by the Ecumencial Stewardship Center:  As a 

Network for Growing Stewards, the Ecumenical Stewardship Center helps 

the church thrive as it learns to live generously.  

 

Call the synod office to register for this excellent event!  
 

(608) 270-0201 

Of f e r i ng  v i t a l i t y  i n  t he  21 s t  cen t u r y  



 

ATTENTION ALL VOTING 

MEMBERS OF THE 2019 SYNOD 

ASSEMBLY  

 

YOUR ATTENDANCE IS REQUIRED 

AT A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY 

 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2019 

 
As anyone who was a voting member of the 2019 Synod Assembly knows, we vo ted to meet again in the fall 

to discuss and vote on the 2020 spending plan.  If you served as a voting member from your congregation at 

the May 2019 Synod Assembly, you are required to attend this meeting.     

 

This meeting will take place on Saturday, No vember 2.   

 

Location:  Our Saviorõs Lutheran Church ð 550 Lincoln Drive ð Sun Prairie 

Schedule:  10:00 am ð 2:00 pm   (Lunch will be provided)  

Registration will be open soon, but please hold the date!  

 

We will w orship together, enjoy programming, lunch an d then hold discussion and vote on the spending plan 

in the afternoon.   

 

Note:  If you are unable to attend, your pastor will be required to send a substitute and to fill out a substitution 

form.  Please check t he event website for more information when r egistration opens.   

 

Thank you for paying attention to this important meeting.  

 

Wisconsin 

Council of 

Churches Has 

Moved!   

FACEBOOK LIVE OPEN HOUSE ð OCTOBER 7 ð Noon  

The Wisconsin Council of Churches office has moved to 

the Capitol Square in Madison. Located within Brix 

coworking, our new offices feature both private office 

space and space we share with other non -profits and 

businesses. Our address is now 30 W. Mifflin, Suite 602, 

Madison, WI 53703.  

Many have expressed curiosity at our new 

arrangements . We recognize that not everyone is in 

Madison and so we are hosting an online open house!  

Join us on Facebook Live over the lunch hour on October 7th at 12:00 pm for an online open house. We will 

show you our office and answer questions. For those who tun e in live and comment during the broadcast, we 

will choose someone to win a copy of our 202 0 Washington Island Forum speaker, Kaitlin Curtice's, book "Glory 

Happening".  



MISSION MOMENT 

Women of the  ELCA & Lutheran Office for Public Policy Gather As Beloved Co mmunity 

Arou nd the Safe Harbor Human Trafficking Bill  

By Amelia Gonzales, LOPPW Intern  

 

The Women of the ELCA and Lutheran Office for Public Policy in Wisconsin joined together to hold a rally on 

youth are impacted by sex trafficking on September 24.  The day began at Messiah Lutheran C hurch in 

Madison.  We then went to the capitol, equipped with information and faith -based responses to advocate for 

the Safe Harbor bill .  AB 41/AB 49 would  move Wisconsin ahead in directing trafficked youth to receiving 

human services rather than criminal izing them.    

We heard from Morgan Meadows, M. Ed., Survivor of sex trafficking and consultant in leadership and survivor 

advocacy, Door County; Bishop Jim Arends, La Crosse Area Synod; Jen DeLeon, National WELCA Director for 

Justice; Dana World Patterson and Jay Reinke, Milwaukee Joint Task Force on Human Trafficking; and 

Representative Jill Billings. District 95.  

The Safe Harbor Rally was a chance to bring together people to support a very i mportant piece of legislation 

that is currently making its way through the system. For someo ne who  has been an advocate for human 

trafficking for three years now, the rally was a truly an amazing experience to be a part of.  Not only was it 

great to hear t he amazing speakers from the Milwaukee Human Trafficking Task Force and a survivor of human 

traffi cking, Morgan Meadows, but also to have the chance to speak to legislators about why the Safe Harbor 

Bill is needed in the state of Wisconsin. The day also ga ve me joy to see people come to the rally who perhaps 

werenõt familiar with the bill but were will ing to learn more about it and to understand why it was needed.  

The rally was also taught us why certain legislators werenõt in support of the Safe Harbor Bill and how to be that 

person to perhaps further educate legislators  

Amelia Gonzales  joined the  Lutheran Office for Public Policy as a graduate student in social work at UW -

Madison  in September .  She comes to us via the universityõs 4W-STREETS (Social Transformation to End the 

Sexual Exploitation and Trafficking for Sex) program. Amelia is a r ecent graduate in social work and sociology 

from UW Oshkosh.  

Thank you for your missi on support that helps 

ministries like this happen!  



 

 

 

 



  

The Synod RIC team invites all Reconciling 

Lutherans and congregations to a joint worship 

service. This will be a chance to connect our 

congregations around our work to welcome and 

embrace our LGBTQ+ siblings. We will also 

celebrate the ongoing reformation of the church as 

we mark the 10 year anniversary of the 2009 vote 

that cleared the way for LGBTQ+ persons to be ordained into 

ministry in the ELCA and the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall uprising. 

 

Spanish 

Immersion 

Program  
The Caribbean Synod will be 

sponsoring a Spanish Immersion 

program.   To learn more  about this  exc iting opportunity , contact  DEM, Rev. Walter B areis at              

(608) 270-0201 or walter b@scsw-elca.org  

Date: January 24 to February 1, 2020    Registration fee : $600 

Instructor: Dr. Gina Mussulman  

Supplies required: Bilingual bible and notebook  

Site for lodging and food  (Breakfast and lunch): Sinodo del Caribe Camp.  

Site for classes: San Marcos Evangelical Lutheran Church, Guanabo  

Classes daily from 6pm to 9pm.  

In order to participate please contact the Synod office (608)270 -0201.  Email: robynz@scsw-elca. org  

mailto:robynz@scsw-elca.org


Recommended by the SCSW Racial Equity  Ministry Task Force 

 

 


