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Stories as
Holy Conversations
editor’s letter
Theologian David Lose recently shared in Living
Lutheran, “Luther once declared that the church ‘is not a
pen-house, but a mouth-house’.”
Lose explained that what Luther meant was simple and still
important: “We don’t come to church to read or be given
information about God but rather to hear about what God
is up to in our lives and world today and to have that good
news addressed to us personally. Yes, there are manifold
images and videos coming at us in greater volume and
magnitude than Luther could have ever imagined. Given
that, it may be that there has never been a time when we
needed more, the simple but profound act of one person
speaking directly and clearly to others about God’s ongoing
commitment and continued work to love, redeem, and
bless us and the whole world.”
I would also add that because of this bombardment of
media that is inherently impersonal, we long for
communication that is more spiritual and personal in
nature. I know that I do and it is one of the reasons why I
love my call as your synod communicator.
If you too are one of these people that long for more
personal, long-lasting connections, these ponderings may
help:
When is the last time you really slowed down, patiently
listened with intentionality to someone’s opinion or story?
In the last conversation you had, were you conjuring up a
response or were you God-conscious, open, compassionate
and connected to your brother or sister? When they were
speaking, did you look them in the eye and listen for
understanding? When you are in conversation, do you
think about it as a Holy Conversation, listening for your
soul and looking for Jesus in the person and the message
that God may be sharing through him or her? Are you able
to retell stories that you have heard? Do you feel a
transformation beginning as a result of your conversation?

“Christ in our brothers’ words is
stronger than the Christ in our own.”
-Dietrich Bonhoeffer

We can invite these holy moments! When we do this with
humility, we are blessed with the Spirit and what it means
to be part of the Body of Christ, walking together in
communion with one another.
When out in the field interviewing my brothers and sisters,
I find myself richly blessed in these holy conversations and
the memory of them lingers for days, months and even
years as I ponder every important detail, trying not to miss
what God is trying to tell me, what God is trying to tell us.
As I do this, I am inspired and transformed in some way.
It’s as if new breath is filling my story-telling lungs!
And so I encourage you to do the same; to seek out the
stories of how God is at work in the lives of those around
you. You may be surprised at how it will sate your desire
for more personal conversations and life-giving
relationships. The power of storytelling is not just for the
other in telling it, but the joy, we as the listener can know
while God is working on us.
Deacon Vicki Hanrahan
Synod Communicator, Editor
vickih@scsw-elca.org
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A Ministry
of
Presence
The “Oakwood Packers” celebrate their 10 year anniversary. Military Chaplain, Doug Hedman, Retired
Pastor, Rev. Ron Mach and Synod Communicator & Event Manger, Deacon Vicki Hanrahan celebrate this
milestone with the group.

Care packages lovingly packed with cookies, popcorn,
socks, personal sundries, skull caps for dust storms and cold
temperatures, cushioned with tootsie rolls have, for ten
years, made their way to men and women in the armed
forces serving across the world. They are packaged to
withstand the long journey to places like Iraq, Kuwait, Syria
and Africa. This year, a faithful group of residents who call
themselves, “The Oakwood Packers” of Oakwood Lutheran
Ministries-Prairie Ridge Retirement Village in Madison, are
celebrating the 10th anniversary of this ministry. This is
their story.
It was 2007 and Oakwood resident Judy Bell had just
learned that her enlisted son was seriously injured when his
Humvee was hit by a roadside bomb in Iraq. The other two
enlisted friends with him sadly were killed. Shortly
thereafter, Beverly Harper, Resident Assistant, found Judy
understandably shaken by the news and offered support.
Before leaving her side, Bev reminded her that her friends
were there to help with anything at all. Remembering
Bev’s promise to help, Judy shared an idea of starting a
ministry of presence by sending care packages to her son’s
friends overseas. It would be a way to let the men and
women know that they were thinking of them and that they
weren’t alone. Bev and many others have given the idea
legs and ten years later, the packing group now has over 30
members who regularly send care packages. To date, they
have sent over 1,200 packages overseas, garnering the
attention and gratitude of several organizations including
the Air National Guard with a Hometown Hero Salute award
in 2013.
But the story gets better. While care packages were the
beginning of this ministry, when it became difficult to send
packages overseas to military personnel, Oakwood
contacted the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin synod

office and we
connected them to
Pastor Eric Wester,
Assistant to the
Presiding Bishop of the
ELCA, and Director of
Federal Chaplaincies of
the ELCA for ideas on
how they might
continue this ministry
of support with ELCA
chaplains. From that
conversation, they
learned of another
beautiful way to serve
by helping to feed the spiritual needs of the soldiers
through the provision of prayer books. And so their
ministry took on even greater meaning. Oakwood Packers
have generously donated hundreds of the “Prayer Book for
the Armed Services” produced by the ELCA publishing
house, Augsburg Fortress.
Lt. Col. Chaplain Doug Hedman, serves in the Wisconsin
National Guard and has used the prayer book in his
ministry. He was the invited speaker for the anniversary
gathering. “We live in a different world today than what we
all grew up with…it is definitely changing, but as a military
chaplain, I see there really is a hunger and a thirst and a
longing for the faith to be given. You are doing that
through what you are packaging and sending and through
the prayer book ministry. I can’t thank you enough for
that.”
He explained what the faith community looks like. “We
start our Lutheran worship services with the brief order of
confession, but we also have private confession. I’ve used
the prayer book and it’s been great. Thank God we have all
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Seen on the left are Prayer Books for the Armed Services lovingly packaged with treats and comfort items. On the right: Visiting from Cairo,
Egypt, Rev. Kirsten Fryer, Pastor of St. Andrews Church of Cairo and Refugee Service; and Retired rostered minister, resident and board member
of Oakwood Ministries, Rev. Ron Mach; and Bishop of the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin, Mary Froiland, stop during the tour of Oakwood to
read parts of the prayer book, appreciating once again its value for our ELCA chaplains in sharing the gospel with our deployed men and women
in the military.

these great tools like the bible and the Prayer
Book for the Armed Services.
What’s interesting about the chaplain corps is
that we’re not all faiths to all people. For
example, I worked with a Muslim soldier who
was having a hard time with the idea of killing
another Muslim.” They had conversation
about the enemy and civilians and the bottom
line was that Chaplain Doug could pray a
Muslim prayer with him but couldn’t give him
the counsel he needed, so Doug found him
someone who could. That was all the soldier
needed—to know that someone cared.

“As a military chaplain,
I see there really is a
hunger and a thirst and
a longing for the faith
to be given. You are
doing that through

It’s really a ministry of presence, so I can’t
force my honor, but I can plant some seeds.
As a military chaplain, I see there really is a
hunger and a thirst and a longing for the faith
to be given. You are doing that through what
you are packaging and sending and through
the prayer book ministry. I can’t thank you
enough for that.”

Chaplain Hedman explained another
packaging and sending difference today. When soldiers return
home, it is more important than ever to be
and through the prayer aware of the resources that are available to
book ministry. I can’t
the veteran and their families. Something
Chaplain Hedman further explained, “Today
we’ve learned from the wars…WWII folks
thank you enough for
we have a lot of people who are nontook a while to get home…they put you on a
religious…we have Wiccan, we have atheist…
that.”
cargo ship and it took a long time to get
the greatest growing group labels themselves
home. Today, they put you on a plane and
as “Non-Religious.”
send you home the next day. So debriefings
Lt. Col. Chaplain
“I have a chaplain kit with a communion set,
become really important to give them
Doug Hedman
a ring for healing with blessing oil in it. So
different services to allow them to talk to
many times what happens is that you will
others about their experiences, or if they’ve
have scheduled worship services: Protestant,
been injured, physically or morally. But sometimes, the
Catholic, Lutheran, but when you’re in combat, the
issues don’t show up until they are back with their
Chaplain goes with the unit and sometimes I’ll take two or
families, and that is why parish pastors become so
three soldiers and we’ll take a knee, we’ll do a prayer, I’ll
important because they can help to identify those who are
read scripture and give a message and then I have prayer
struggling. Congregations should organize veterans
cards that we’ll use one for communion, one for before
groups. When they are deployed and when they return,
the gospel. It happens all the time and I’ll say, hey,
families could do a laying on of hands. They could also
anyone who wants to join us come over here.”
support a prayer book ministry.
what you are
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Lt. Col. Chaplain Doug
Hedman addressed the
Oakwood Packers at
the celebration of their
10-year milestone of
sending care packages
to deployed men and
women around the
world.

Navy Chaplain Todd Iverson (Pastor Immanuel, Watertown) reads from the Prayer
Book for the Armed Services. Chaplains play a critical role in supporting active
military and also support veterans through VA medical centers.

Chaplain Hedman closed by sharing:
““There’s

that old adage, people don’t care how
much you know until they know how much you
care and I know what you are doing matters to
them. God bless your ministry.”

With appreciation like this, the Oakwood Packers are as
motivated as ever to continue their ministry of presence.
In fact, the visit from Rev. Kirsten Fryer was one of
invitation to learn more about her ministry with the
refugee community at St. Andrews parish and St. Andrews
Refugee Services in Cairo, Egypt. God willing, the
Oakwood Packers will find a way to let that community
know they are prayed for and loved.
To help this ministry continue, as with most that are
birthed from a deep resolve to make a difference in God’s
kingdom, the leadership baton may soon be passed on.
And as that happens with the Oakwood Packers, we thank
the leaders before them and those taking the baton in
order to continue your ministry of presence. We are
inspired by your energy, care, love, and financial
commitments that make it happen. Thank you for inviting
us to walk together with you.

A thank you sent by a
Chaplain to the Oakwood
Packers:
“On behalf of the deployed
men and women here with
me, please accept my sincere
thanks. The donations you
send are being used to
support our ministry to airmen
and the chapel coffee bar.
Every day, many tired troops
come to our chapel for
spiritual and physical rest.
Here they are able to escape the heat to worship, pray, study,
read, skype, receive counseling, or just relax. The cards, food,
coffee and refreshments you send help strengthen the body and
spirit. Please pray that God will work through our chapel staff and
volunteers to demonstrate concern for those who need it. “

CONNECT:
To learn more about Oakwood Lutheran Senior
Ministries and/or to support the Oakwood
Foundation:
Contact: Rev. Ron Mach: (608) 230-3615
To learn more about supporting military
chaplains, contact: Rev. Eric Wester, Assistant to
the Presiding Bishop of the ELCA, and Director of
Federal Chaplaincies of the ELCA:
eric.wester@elca.org or call 1-800-638-3522
To order Prayerbooks for the Armed Services:
https://store.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/18570/
Prayer-Book-for-the-Armed-Services
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Riding so that

all are fed!

Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none;
and whoever has food must do likewise.
John 11:3
There are hundreds of mentions
of feeding the poor in the biblical
narrative. God cares deeply about
the poor so we are called to acts
of mercy and generosity.
The synod’s Steeple to Steeple
Ride for Hunger is one of the
many ways in which we are
church together to better respond
to this call.
On June 24, our synod raised over
$4,000 as 94 bikers and “riders in
spirit” rode between four of our
Lutheran congregations. Starting
at All Saints in Fitchburg, riders
had three routes to choose from:
a 100 kilometer Metric Century
ride for the more serious riders,
that started at 7:00 a.m.; a 30mile ride on lightly travelled
country roads that started at 9:00
and a Family Ride (up to 14 miles
roundtrip on a paved bike trail)
that started at 9:00 am.
Riders of all generations came out
to support world hunger while
having a great time.
We enjoyed the beautiful
countryside between the start and

end of the ride at All Saints
Lutheran Church in Fitchburg, and
participating congregations of St.
John’s Lutheran Church in Oregon,
Christ Lutheran Church in
Stoughton and Cooksville
Lutheran Church in Edgerton.
Part of the route took us through
state park areas, so riders also
purchased daily or annual trail
passes from the DNR. The synod
team members facilitated these
transactions to make it easier for
riders that needed them.
We are grateful to the teams of
folks who offered hospitality at
rest stops along the way.
Bikers could stop for refreshments
including homemade cookies and
granola bars while connecting
with other bikers, and with
members from their own and/or
other congregations.
At the end of the route back at All
Saints, riders were treated to
refreshing Root Beer Floats served
in souvenir mugs provided in kind
by Oak Bank. President of Oak
Bank (and former Treasurer of the
synod), Bob Gorsuch, is an avid

biking enthusiast and member of
All Saints. He enjoyed the ride
with a group of friends who are
his regular biking companions.
According to the synod’s
communications and events
manager, Deacon Vicki Hanrahan,
“Personal invitation is the best
way our events grow, but this
event gained traction through a
variety of channels. I asked riders
how they heard about the event
and heard almost an equal
distribution of answers from the
ride lifted up during worship,
seeing an ad in their
congregational newsletters and in
the synod’s e-newsletter, “What
Matters,” and also from brochures
that we dropped off at bike shops
and reading about it via the
publicity on the internet that
bikers follow. We use on line
registration for this event which
allows us to easily publish the link
to our registration site in media
that avid cyclists follow.”
Bishop Mary shared, “We are
really happy with the participation
this year and that we doubled the
number of riders and donations
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HUNGER
Facts

we received. Thank you to everyone
that helped plan and work the event,
those that cycled and those that rode in
spirit to help provide daily bread for all
God’s people.”

CONNECT:
For information on how our gifts to
ELCA World Hunger are making a
difference, visit the ELCA website:
https://www.elca.org/en/Our-

These hunger facts represent
our brothers and sisters in
God’s kingdom, but this is
not the kingdom that God
has imagined for us. So we
as a synod hope to continue
the good work of the
Steeple to Steeple Ride for
Hunger.
795 million people around the
world – that’s 1 in 10 – can't
access the food they need to
live active, healthy lives. [1]
1 billion people live in extreme
poverty on less than $1.25 per
day. That's 14.5% of the world's
population. [2]
At some point in 2014, more
than 48 million people in the
United States were unsure
where their next meal might
come from. [3]
46.7 million Americans were living in poverty in 2014. For a
family of four, this means their
annual household income was
below $23,850. [4]
-------------------------------------[1] Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, 2015
[2] The World Bank, 2015
[3] USDA, 2015

Work/Relief-and-Development/

Our Impact

ELCA-World-Hunger/Our-Impact

In 2016, your support of ELCA World
Hunger totaled over $21.9 million
From Alaska to Alabama, from Chile to
China, your gifts are hard at work
helping our neighbors near and far break
the cycle of hunger and poverty. Your
generous giving makes it possible for
ELCA World Hunger to be present
throughout the United States and
throughout the world. In 2017, we are
supporting:

South-Central Synod of Wisconsin
608-270-0201
www.scsw-elca.org



347 projects in 46 U.S. states, the
District of Columbia and Puerto Rico



62 countries, including the United
States

From health clinics to microloans, food
pantries to soup kitchens, advocacy to
community organizing, your gifts are
supporting meaningful solutions that get
at the root causes of hunger. This year,
your gifts to ELCA World Hunger
supported innovative and effective
projects around the world. Visit the
ELCA website to learn how your
generosity is making a difference in
God’s kingdom.

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS:
SOUTH-CENTRAL SYNOD OF
WISCONSIN, ELCA
www.scsw-elca.org
OAK BANK
www.oakbankonline.com
ELCA WORLD HUNGER
www.elca.org/hunger

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE SYNOD
STEEPLE TO STEEPLE TEAM:
Sue Alseth, Chair
Jon Nelson
Jen Barakat
Kelsey Dunn
Bishop Mary Froiland
Deacon Vicki Hanrahan
Rev. Larry Westfield

[4] US Census Bureau, 2015

Walking Together Fall/Winter 2017 - page 8

Two Churches,
One Lord,
One Faith,
One Baptism

Sunday, April 23 was a big day for two of our
worshiping communities. It marked the first
anniversary of the partnership of All Saint’s
Lutheran Church, in Fitchburg and Parroquia Santa
Maria.
For the past year, the Spanish-speaking members of
Santa Maria have been welcomed at All Saints to use
the church’s building to gather for worship. This
developing congregation has been warmly
welcomed by the members of All Saints who were
enthusiastic about the opportunity to partner with
the synod to make this dream a reality for both
communities.
In addition to space, prayers and financial support,
this growing Latino community has been blessed by
the visionary leadership of All Saints Pastor at the
time, Rev. Rich Johnson, Pastor of Santa Maria,
Deacon Einstein Gonzalez and Director for
Evangelical Mission, (“DEM”) , Rev. Erik Jelinek.
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Rev. Jelinek reflects, “The Spirit was
at work when Santa Maria was being
birthed and All Saints agreed to host
this fledgling community. Einstein
and I had met a number of times and
talked about the growing Latino
population in the Madison area. So
we prayed, studied the
demographics, and discovered that
All Saints in Fitchburg was located in
one of the fastest growing areas for
the Latino population.
I had a couple of conversations with
Pastor Rich about the possibility of
being a host congregation for this
Latino population and he was
excited about the possibilities as
long as it was a true partnership and
not just one church renting space to
another. He saw this as a great
opportunity for the two
communities to learn and grow with
each other. This was the start of
what has grown into a wonderful
partnership and great outreach
ministry that is continuing to grow.”

What helps these relationships to
work is not only following your
instincts, but also paying attention
to the traditions and priorities of the

We have been given the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Jesus said, “receive the Holy
Spirit. If you forgive the sins
of any, they are forgiven. If
you retain the sins of any, they
are retained.” How much
more do we need to be
reminded of the mission?”
-Pastor Einstein Gonzalez

Latino community. The joint
worship service clearly
demonstrated this kind of attention.

Sharing the Word
For this joint celebratory worship,
Deacon Einstein Gonzalez, Pastor of
Santa Maria and DEM, Rev. Erik
Jelinek shared the pulpit as the
gospel was spoken alternately in
Spanish and English. Congregants
followed along in the bilingual
worship folder that made
participating easy. As one person
appreciated, “Bilingual services feel
right when they are equally bilingual
and spiritually giving to all. This was
done well.”
Music Helps To Worship From the
Heart
Sharing the message is of the utmost
importance, but equally important
to this community is the music! And
not just any music, but music with
percussion instruments. In fact, as
one of the congregants with years of
joint worship experience pointed
out, “Percussion music is muy
importante! It is very important as
this type of music is very moving and
gives us life to worship the Lord.”
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walking together. “When we hold
joint services, it feels like a Pentecost
moment…it makes the fur on the
back of my neck stand up from
excitement! It is the most
wonderfully religious and spirituallygiving service I’ve ever been to!”

Another member shared her deepest
gratitude for the life-giving music. “I
have been attending this joint
worship service for a year since it
started. Mostly we worship
together. We did a joint worship
service at Lutherdale and we enjoyed
spending time with the other
congregation and the children played
together. We always feel really
welcome here. We came here and
enjoy the music here and it is the
way that I connect with God, so
specifically for me, the music is
important. As many years as they
allow us to be here, we will continue
to be here!”

This sentiment was also shared by a
member of Santa Maria, “We love
that when there are bilingual
services, they are really bilingual,
neither language is dominant. And
when we say the creed together,
speaking in different languages, it
feels like a Pentecost moment!”
moving on the Latino ministries.

Noticeable Is the Younger Age
Demographic
A Young girl translated for her Tia,
(Aunt) who shared “This is my first
time at the church and I really liked
the music and the message. I will be
back.”
A young person of a family who was
attending for the first time explained
“We came to worship here because
we went to a Lutheran church Camp
this summer and one of the pastors
that speaks Spanish, Pastor Einstein
Gonzales was there and we got to
know him there and he invited us.”

The Holy Spirit Breaths Life

In just one year, this worshipping
community has grounded
themselves in building relationships
with one another. Their joint
experiences also include fellowship
time together at the church, but also
at planned events like the one that
was mentioned several times by
Santa Maria members that was held
at Lutherdale Bible Camp.

Members of All Saints appreciate the
work of the Holy Spirit in this
partnership. Member, Karin Hanson,
explained that the ministry couldn’t
be a better fit because of Pastor
Einstein’s warmth and deep
gratitude that they have a place
where they are welcomed and are

When asked what the future holds
for these worshipping communities,
Deacon Gonzalez shared, “I thank
God, All Saints and Santa Maria for
giving me the opportunity to serve in
this great community of faith. One
year has already passed and it has
been an important one in terms of

Santa Maria has a vibrant Latino
ministry, yet there is still a lot to do.
During this past year I have focused
on Santa Maria as a congregation:
getting to know people, Santa Maria
pastoral dynamics, and deepening
the Latino discipleship. While I need
to keep focusing on Santa Maria, at
the same time I need to go out to the
community. In other words, I need to
keep doing ministry and mission.
We have intentionally provided
opportunities for Anglos from All
Saints Lutheran Church and Latinos
from Santa Maria to come together
and the results have been fantastic.
We feel blessed to be part of this
model of ministry for the glory of
God.”
The perfect ending to this story is a
new beginning for these two
worshipping communities. One body
has many members that celebrate
their common faith in Christ and
whether in spirit or in person, join
together to celebrate their unity in
Christ. There can be no better
reason to join together as one body,
voices united in prayer, song and the
gospel to bless God the Father, Christ
and Savior and the Holy Spirit.
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members too because they feel less
intimidated, they can bring their
friends, and they can just come and
figure out who’s here and then think,
“maybe I’d like to worship here.”
We all say we’re so friendly, but
whether we are or not, people have
already made assumptions about
you. This model makes it easy to be
invitational.
WT: What else have you learned?

Parents join their kids for learning under the leadership of Rev. Rob Nelson. Across
the street, other adults are participating in bible studies. Youth gather in other areas
of the church for their own age-appropriate programming. God’s love is pervasive.

New Heights
Family Faith Nights
Meet Families
Where They’re At
Nine years ago, New Heights
Lutheran Church had essentially no
Sunday School (under 10 children).
They were holding Sunday School
during worship and like a lot of other
churches were experiencing, knew it
was dying. New Heights pastor, Rev.
Rob Nelson, and his leadership team
viewed this as a serious concern as
families were not participating in
faith formation or worship. This is a
story of faith, hope and love, and the
greatest of these is love!
WT: How did you get to this point
where you are leading a
congregation using such a successful
model that others come here to
learn how you do it?
Rev. Rob Nelson: We looked at the
problems we were having and knew
that people weren’t coming to
worship on Sunday and they weren’t
coming to Sunday School so we

decided, let’s do this at a time when
people will come. Between our two
churches, we had 60 people. I
started my call in the summer and
we were gearing up for the Fall and
we decided if we’re serious about
this, let’s do it at a time when people
can come.
Two small town churches had an
average 60 people attending
between the two of them, so to try
to put energy into Sunday school,
there just weren’t enough people.
So as a pastor of this parish, I knew
we had to figure out how to pool our
resources.
One of my big considerations was
seeing that parents were teaching
Sunday School and weren’t
worshiping. They thought well, let’s
have Sunday school during worship
so parents can worship while their
kids were in Sunday school. Well,
they just weren’t coming at all. So
we learned that we needed to meet
families where they’re at and Sunday
doesn’t work for everyone.
Wednesdays seem to work, but we
also think it’s important to link
Wednesday to Sunday. Wednesdays
are a safe entry point for new

Rev. Rob: Our approach to
children’s ministry is to make it easy
for volunteers. My experience with
parents is that most traditional
Sunday School teachers, they come
to Sunday school after having a crazy
morning at home, they probably
didn’t have time to prepare their
lesson, and they can’t worship
because they’re worrying about
what’s going to happen in Sunday
School class and then they feel guilty
because they didn’t have enough
time to prepare and they feel they
don’t know enough about the bible
to teach the lesson and in many
ways, it’s an unfair position to put
the volunteers in. So in our case, we
have one person who needs to know
the material and relate in a way that
can be understood and learned. The
teachers then can really focus on
building relationships. They do highs
and lows, and pray for each other.
This makes it easy for the volunteers
and more life-giving and we know
that the children are getting what is
intended for them to hear. So
everybody is set up for success. So
many teachers feel they are left on
their own and have to come up with
a curriculum.
We started with just a pastor. The
first year, Auna was a volunteer
youth ministry person, the third
year, we could start to pay her. If
you can pay someone, they feel
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prayer and talk about Jesus freely.

Children practice intercessory prayers. Little ones bless each other!

honored, valuable and they are
then accountable.
Auna Nelson, Children Ministry
Director, is an integral part of this
programming and has teaching in
her background.
WT: Clearly, you have a gift with
this model of faith formation. Can
you share some of your wisdom
with our readers who may want to
follow this teaching model?
Auna: We ask our teachers to
Practice the Faith Five and just love
the kids. But if you are someone
who loves dance, bring those gifts
to the class, or if you love crafts,
bring that in, so that’s where the
passion comes in and where your
creativity can shine.
WT: In speaking with parents, they
talked about how they get to talk
with the kids on the way home and
they bring the message home, and
they will continue to think about it
throughout the week. Then when
they hear the message again the
following Sunday, they will have
more meaningful thoughts about
it during worship.
Rev. Rob: Our faith formation is
Wednesday night. We intend

worship to be for all ages, and I
think we need to be worshipping
with all ages together. When we
give a sermon for kids and send
them off, I think that is
counterproductive. So you come
here on a Sunday morning, while

I hope one thing that
comes through is there
is a lot of love in this
place. Everyone
responds to that,
especially the kids.
They know they’re
loved.
-Rev. Rob Nelson
it’s not as totally free as
Wednesday night, it is the same
kind of ethos. We’re here having
fun together, it’s relatable for
everyone, and we can all be part of
the conversation. I think that
makes a big difference.
WT: I witnessed some wonderful
faith practices. Tell us more.
Auna: Little ones bless each other,
college kids bless each other.
Children learn about intercessory

Rev. Rob: We use Rich Melheim’s
Faith Five during confirmation time.
Everyone practices praying out loud
and we give them safe space to try
it out. The hope is they then take it
home. The curriculum provides for
a daily family devotion time. There
are 10-week journals that each of
the nights at home, the kids have a
verse and space to write their highs
and lows to help them be more
intentional. That is our big hope...
that it translates to home. I get
them for an hour a week; their
parents have them every single
day…their parents need to be
equipped with the tools.
During Lent for example, we
practice the Faith Five and practice
gently because it does push people
out of their comfort zones.
WT: You don’t seem like a
congregation that will rest on its
laurels. What are your dreams and
what do you believe your growth
edges to be?
Rev. Rob: We continue to wrestle
with “How can we broaden our
worshipping community.” We’re
always thinking about what kind of
worship opportunities will meet
people where they’re at. One of
the other things I’m passionate
about is the importance of retreats.
I would like adults to go on at least
one retreat a year. Sometimes
there’s a women’s or men’s
conference; it doesn’t have to be
something that we offer. That
would be one of our goals.
We go to Bethel Horizons for the
weekend and New Heights leads
the retreat for 25 people on
retreat.
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High schoolers are encouraged to serve in
ministry on Wednesday nights.

WT – Gina was excited to tell me
that your members share their
faith stories during Pastor’s
sabbatical or when you’re gone,
reporting that it’s very Lutheran!
Tell us more about that.
Rev. Rob - We worked really hard
to bring the pastor down and we’re
all on the same level with God, so
when I’m away, we don’t bring in
another pastor to worship…we have
lay people who lead worship.
Most people will say that worship is
very spiritual and sacred, but it is
very casual. We pray with the Spirit
in the moment. There is a time and
place for formal prayer, but we
want to pray in the moment.
We encourage Leadership and
Spiritual development classes and
ask our leaders to go deeper. For
example, Janean Hill is a graduate
of the synod’s Diakonia program.
Jane Mount also serves on the
leadership team and works with the
teachers.
Jane: We’re very intentional about
placing key people at key points.
There is an intentionality in what
we do.

Rev. Rob: Our goals are to
welcome people, focus on faith
practices and relationships, be
grounded in the bible and our faith.
We want to equip families, make it
easy for volunteers and connect
Wednesday with Sunday.
And in all things we do, we’re
authentic, we’re spirit-filled, we’re
Christ-centered, and we’re fun!
Rev. Rob Nelson, Auna, Jane Mount
and their team have selflessly
shared their learning experiences
with this new model of learning and
faith formation with other
congregations in our synod. They
have led numerous workshops at
the synod’s LEAD event and have
hosted congregations interested in
seeing first-hand whether this
model would work for them. We
are grateful for their generosity and
partnership in connecting and
equipping congregations in our
synod!

CONNECT:
To learn more about New Heights
Faith and Family Nights, contact:
Rev. Rob Nelson
New Heights - Black Earth
(608) 767-2247
revrobnelson@gmail.com
To Learn
more about
Faith 5:
Faith Inkubators
faithink.com
888-55-FAITH
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WALKING WET: WE HAVE A STORY TO TELL
There are hundreds of powerful and effective ELCA ministries carrying God’s mission into the world to
people who need to hear the good news of Jesus Christ through congregations in the South-Central Synod
of Wisconsin. The stories we tell about these ministries remind us how we can make a difference in the
lives of others through the use of our time, talents and resources for God’s work. When you tell your
story, you are interpreting God’s mission and bringing it to life!
Mission Interpretation is a people-to-people ministry. Real people telling real stories of ministry is the
most effective way to bring ministry to life and to dramatize the importance of our work in the world.
When you tell your stories, you are a mission interpreter! You become a bridge between the work of the
church and the people who support that work. This bridge provides people with a better understanding
of how God transforms their prayers, tithes, offerings, volunteer efforts, and special gifts into ministries
that bring hope and healing to people in need.
When members of your church understand their identity as partners in a wider church, they become strong
advocates, supporting the mission and ministries we share beyond our congregations. Members also are
strengthened to evangelize how God is active and at work through God’s people.
We encourage you to share these stories in Walking Together and also use them as an example of how
you might tell your own stories. By doing so, you will:
* Bring the good news to light and share it with those who make it all possible.
* Remind your listeners that God is actively in our midst, doing new things and transforming lives.
* Invite conversation, listening to the voices of those who are faithful supporters of our
shared work and helping to make connections.
* Find joy in the opportunity to thank people for their gifts of time and talent and tithes.
* Invite people to become active participants and supporters of local, national and global
ministries.
Congregations who share their faith stories inspire a spirit for ministry that promotes mission-minded
thinking. Such congregations have more focus on their ministry rather than on tangential reasons to exist.
Mission-minded thinking develops leaders for congregational ministry and beyond. Telling our stories is at
the very heart of what it means to be baptized, walking wet together!

For more ideas on how to tell stories and encourage mission interpretation in your congregation, visit the
ELCA website: https://bit.ly/ELCAMissionInterpretation
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Just What I’ve Been Thinkin’ About . . .
Our Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton, has been laying out four emphases for us in the
ELCA: We are church; We are Lutheran; We are church together; We are church for the
sake of the world. As I travel around the synod, preaching in various congregations on
Sunday mornings, I often ask the question: So what does it mean to be Christ’s church,
particularly the Lutheran expression of that church, here in this place and time, together, for
the sake of the world? In other words, why are we here?
Here, I think, is part of the answer: We have a story to tell. We know God’s story, and
as children of God, it’s our story, too. It’s different from the story that is so prevalent in the
world today. Our current societal narrative says the earth is on the brink of disaster. It says
people are evil and no one can be trusted. It says the stranger is the enemy, and that fear
and hatred are the norm. It says the resources we have are limited, finite, and insufficient, so
we grab and hoard. The more we listen to and believe this story – this societal narrative –
the more it becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy. The more we listen to it, the more we believe
it, and the more we live in accordance with it.
But you know what? It’s not true. As Christ’s church, particularly the Lutheran expression of
that church, here, in this place and time, together, for the sake of the world, we know a
different narrative. We know God’s story. It’s a foundational, transformative story that has
been all but forgotten in the current cultural narrative, and we have been entrusted with
telling that original story clearly and boldly, in spite of all appearances to the contrary.
We have been entrusted with this alternative story, this hope filled and joy filled story,
where the stranger is not an enemy but a neighbor; where love and understanding win out
over fear and hatred; where God’s good creation provides enough for everyone so we can
share rather than hoard; where God loves this world so much and places so much value on
everything created that God sent Jesus so that the world might be saved, rescued, healed,
and restored through him.
This is God’s story. This is a story that we can believe in, and live and love and grow and
thrive in, as God intends. Each of us and each of our congregations have a part of God’s
story to tell in our particular contexts. In this magazine you will read some of those stories.
They are stories of hope, caring, connecting, faith-building, serving, and so much more. What
part of God’s story have you been blessed to tell? How are you sharing that story by what
you say and do? After all, that’s why we’re here!
God’s peace,
Mary Froiland
Bishop

Bishop Mary Froiland

Walking
together
for the sake of mission in God's
world. The South-Central Synod of
Wisconsin is one of 65 synods of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America. We are comprised of 145
congregations and worshipping
communities, over 97,000
members, and nearly 300 clergy
and rostered leaders...
Synod means walking together,
which describes our interdependent
ministry relationship as we support
mission partners, carry out synodical
and churchwide initiatives, provide
for education events and leadership
training, respond to disaster and
emergency needs, and heed the
call to be a church engaged in all
the world. Learn more about our
synod.
To Donate to Synod Ministries:

Walk Together With Us. Subscribe today: scswoffice@scsw-elca.org

https://scsw-elca.org/donations/

Like us on Facebook: http://bit.ly/SCSWELCA

mobile/

Phone: 608-270-0201

Website: www.scsw-elca.org

Or donate using your smart phone:
South-Central Synod of Wisconsin, ELCA
6401 Odana Road, Suite 20
Madison, WI 53719

