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A Year of
Stories to Tell

edi tords | et

OQur theme this year in the sy
themes of: Telling Our Story, Ta&
our assembly theme, 00One Story:

redemption: An outdoor worship service that resurrects a thinned § & f
summertime worshipping community to a full parking lot full of enthusi ! iC |
believers. A resurrection story of a missionary who God lifted out of pri§e 3
to become one of the greatest missionaries of our time, Lars O
Skresfrud...a man with a calling so compelling, he gave his life to sta
church in another part of the world that is now our companion synod off§
Northern Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. And possibly, thep
exciting redemption story is that which we may see unfold before
eyeséThe Sisterhood of Saints-

despair to a life centered on God.

How do you find the courage to tell your story? Perhaps these st ’ o ot 5w : 3480
can serve as examples of how to tell yours. As evangelical Lutherans, Wikt E B UEL G SReIR S SRR EE
are called to tell our stories _-_@urchinJanegvilleandtheircam;ger
through our hearts desires. As we tell our story of what it means to he Ul eClCN AL RIeIuR g =
Christian, we are invited to remember that in the gift of the body ameltedCitlslCRRERIIENEIRC QIR CET
blood of Jesus we are forgiven. We remember that through the death afGGa I IRVl llsRC VIS =
resurrection of Jesus, we are able to live anew each day. Our sins @re™=
wiped clean and we are free to live a life full of gratitude and love so that Contributing Writers This Issue:
we can open our hearts to share Go §pisiaFisher,dad @haplaim MALG ¢ v e
the basis of our faith, our chur chsziﬂf&yﬁ;;?@;%geggkmﬁﬁggtorof
standing that oFaith is a | iving, NN Rohning Santal Ni§siontbfehe ¢ e
and certain that believers would stake their lives on it a thousand Northem Churches, Inc. Skresfrud Story
t i meThis idthe faith that we share through these remarkable stories that  contributing Photographers:

| hope will inspire you to tell yours. Vicki Hanrahan, Synod Communicator
Margrit Segesser, BM Archives
Vicki Hanrahan (Skresfrud Home)

Editor and Synod Communicator
vickih@scswelca.org
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ELCA Souientral Synod of Wisconsin. The office is located at:
6401 Odana Road, Suite 20, Madison, WI 53719 Phone:-2@8-0201

Subscriptions: Send email to scswoffice @sicsworg Walking TogetheFall/Winter 2015- page 2



Bread,
Wine, and
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Members of First Lutheran Church in Janesville, Suzanne and Stuart Hamilton
a minute to share their reflections on what the Outdoor Worship Service at F
Lutheran Church in Janesville has meant for them and their community. This
one of the many ways that First in Janesville responds to the changing neec
their community.

live in apartments around the church listen in on Sunday morning:
as well . 6

Rev. Mary Froiland, Bishop of the Seteimtral Synod of
Wi sconsin has served as a gue
I nspired by one of the bi gg e spointiltie serviaeifelttthe heedsto getia sensie that Hieadsembl;

Schullerds Crystal Cathedr al i was\wgthme sohaskedtbemnéo flasiCtheir ightoor homksheir hér
resident of California and now pastor in Wisconsin, Rev. JimMelvinand t hey di d! ¢ According to
began the first outdoor driviam worship service in the ELCA at First the music and sometimes honk when they like the music. The
Lutheran Church in Janesville 23 years ago. worship music typically includes a keyboardist and soloist but they
have changed up the music with string quartets and other special
Every Sunday from Memorial Day through Labor Day; 20D music from time to time.

members and nemembers of the congregation gather
outdoors to hear the Word, worship God, sing songs 8% . Longtime members, Stuart and Suzanne Hamilton have
oncea-month to receive communion. But Instead of [RERSSREEEN heen attending the ouidoor worship for many years.
ushering worshippers to pews, three ushers hand outfe[(VEEEEAbEE St uart refl ected on the vi
bulletins at the entrances to the parking lot and I s Eele ) Mission we have been given to nourish and empower
worshippers find their parking spot to participate in th people with the word of Jesus Christ. We understood with
45-minute service by listening to it on their radio. ! the summer holidays, people were busy, they were on
LGNNI \acation, attendance historically drops off, so how do you
OWe expected our out do SUERTIEERRIG6accee that and deal with it and one way is to make it
appealing to young f ami | do, éasyfcRpempletoch)meamlatﬂendiamd get theaWowdl.
it is. o0 The service beg AtFirstaglance a ditiven sexvice looksacdsuat ahdatawe w
want to worship before the busyness of their day beg message rather tha simple, but when you take into account what you are trying
Families come with their kids, sometimes even in the (URSREGRRUIE (o do, ii they get the messaye rather than not come at alll,
pajamas and even bring tEENNEERAENEY: baiBst stirety obetheransnot
over the years has found the biggest draw of the outCEESSHPRRERPREEIE
service is for people with mobility issues. Says Melvi

simple, but when yo

The attendance has grown and in the last few years,

0They will tell wus during the wi nFistrhas advestisedaraundsJanesyibeiand that bas paidh

drive in service to start in tafef Sipniatgt @mdance. Stuart a
belong to the church that are from other churches and not

Mel vin explains that itds a wecesgarilgliuthgran ehurchesrthatijust ecally like the gdrvice ama

When they first began, they used a hay wagon as a stage and an like the message and choose to come to church here in the sumir
AM transmitter, but when they realized they had somethingworth We dve been members of the chu
expanding, they built a 15 X 15 X 4 foot stage witha permanent dog, Toby, sitting in the bac
roof and side tarps for protection from the elements. Today,

microphones for worship leaders are connected to a mixer Suzanne explains, OFell owshi
connected to an FM transmitt er betrshe serviag dnd coffed s servedo €Communion is qgite  a
simple set up. You can pick up the equipment at a fleet radio interesting. A member of the congregation made flexible,
products type store or el ect r osackade Plexiglash trays andttee bidgesh anallengevsdiguring eu
be |licensed because the signalwiotnh yalgloetshe@ unows hafl fcani $ ewlvo
Mel vi n. 0OBecause we have thissolaemmre, mweerdt nwi tah | peoplfetihr
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It is not without its drawbacks, but it is remarkably [
flexible. Pastor Melvin and Pastor Naomi Garber walk
around to talk with folkf§
woul dnét want to do thisg§
run over! o6 admits Pastor
serve communion. Bread and wine are served at the
window of the vehicle and the family serves each othe
Ushers stationed at the parking lot exits collect the off
and send folks off to the rest of their day filled with the
Holy Spirit. oWe follow S ;
but the difference is, when it rains, the service is cancelled. First Lutheran offers an mdoor service immediatelyfollowing

Fell ow members, Doris and Gerry Roehl, shared theséwearempr
morning people and it fits our schedule really well. We believe where two or three are gathered, God is with us. Widaghase
have worshipped. In the summertime, this is normally the only worship we come to. We have nice music and it hastiaemyained
few times over the | ast several years. I i ke i tgaftesvards,u s e
|l ike golf, itds very convenient. We sit in the ptdént row

The other equipment recommended to any congregations who might be inspired to try this in their settings are junopelecables f
batteries! From time to time, they are needed. OMmado & es a
Melvin.

First in Janesville has a long tradition of reaching out into the community to match CONNECT AND EQUIP!

with ministries. They have a housing community that provides adjusted rent for seniors

have a nursery that serves families with infants as they recently learned infant care wa First Lutheran Church
needed in their community. The people of First in Janesville are very connected beca 612 North Randall Avenue
listen to their community in order to serve them. The outdoor ministry is one more wa Janesville, Wi
First Lutheran has responded to the changes in their community.

Rev. Jim Melvin
Senior Pastor
608-752-7434

office@flcj.org

Stuart got it right when he suggested that above all, and more important than anyt
el se, is sharing Godds Story.

Rev. Naomi Garber
Administrative Pastor
608-752-7434

Ms. Peg Ekedahl

Associate in Ministry
608-449-7722
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An Apostle
to the

A Lars Olsen Skresgrumhay no:]beka name GRWATEREERRGEN N RERS tecnage ye‘ﬁrs;ﬁ life workinéi in a ccpper
that you recognize, but those that know missiFis . . factory in Lillehammer and exposure to
history would recognize him as one of the thing, when he is really |nt.er.ested, more worldly things led Lars to focus on
greatest missionary statesman of the modernfALallgla =R g EEReIR |\ A6 (SR (E more earthly pleasures and over the next
In fact, if you were to look in the Evangelical Fo/ei=laaV=RTaRii=Sil= a1 o=l I Several years, he became lost and wild,
Lutheran Book of Worship, you will see him li he help of God. | turning to drinking and then stealing to
among the festivals in December. the he p 0 O_ » 1€ap across. support his habit. He was arrested and
lelUlgi 1A A TTW A BSTETET i Mo To Mg e [f Y sentenced to four years in prison as a
Even more remarkable is that every ELCA

teenager.
Lutheran in the Souftentral Synod of Wiscons when he looks at them. Notthat |

has a connection to this great missionary throlUlelsle[gI SRS A TOR ololo] (R
our companion relationship with the Northern e i I=te R VR (o) o =R R Tt (o 0 F= 1
Evangelical Lutheran Church (NELC) in India but | felt. and still feel. that if % became a changed person. When he was
you have ever supported the mission of the S ut [Telt, and stll Teel, that It one IS res Rty prison, he was resolved that
-Central Synod of Wisconsin, ELCA, then yoUleNEEReI(EIER RS Ralig S REIS he was going to be a missionary. He
have supported the mission that was founde g P S TP ol 1= I [ e 1 1) applied to the school where they trained
Lars Olsen Skresfrud and Hans Peter Boerregis: . ) missionaries but they rejected him. He then
in 1895éthe Santal mpaSuEsReReERaGEENgAIE bnvet almart by teer name of Boerresen who
known as the NELC. LTo1U[s I RAR IR EV/=R i (60]F[o g |8 Was an engineer and a Dane and who was
things through : also very mterels'red in mission. Lars was
determined to find a mission.

But while in prison, he did a great deal
of studying and praying, repented and

I f you are a member
Middleton, then your connection is even more
visible as in your mgiclENOERSIES il sAfter soine attempts a applying to
great, great nephew, Chuck Welda, and his schools that rejected Lars, Boerresen finally
My r na. Their st or y SgEg SR g SEEEgHE fdhikdra echomlinuGérinany that would
story which connects to the Né&teptdass asanussignary. Wer tltat) Skiegfradrfoeirad hisway ¢
story in the SoutBentral Synod of Wisconsin. You might say that to India.

Lars Skrefsrud authored our story with our companion synod, the
Northern Evangelical Lutheran Church in India. There were a number of events that transpired and while he
didndét start out at Santal, ev

Lars® story began as a pr odifguydingtheiShnthl mishian. Heanbved gociatlyi politically
scripture and catechism and had it well memorized. Then in his tirelessly to make this ministry bear fruit.
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Home of Lars Skresfrud in Benagaria. Santal Mission
Margrit Segesser, from BM Archivw&krefsrud

A- - Q‘ .
- = ‘ .- & r.
to be Twenty six years la rud w vited t | 2
= o ’l and  States to speak to the good N 5 ould later
dle for the people of  become very strong supporters of his miss n. He came to th A
bui new enough stronghold of Norwegian L ism in America at that fi

ding the attention of the assembly. He to the ml.gle of the century, it continued a gh ‘
u he
your troubles and back to your Fath&sod. Our Y . . - . 'J

do whathe did. He was a and held big rallies i sin, and Minnesota and
er and he would preach for two or raised substantial ﬁmmwm on. From 1910 ’
hop Ml r e s%wr u.d toISiantalmlssmn,"o‘W'e can sho\
L 3
is Jesusreligion. No man has at any time seen God, When Skrefsrud went to India, he Mrdamed and
ut e only bega Son who is in the bosom of the Father, he  midway through his tenure, the State Church of Norway, finally

hath declared Him. 6 Thi s me s srelented andedscisied dheyewguldwridaintimt Laks theughd p | e
likely because they wanted credit for his good work!
Skrefsrud wrote, O0Our method of preaching was very
simple. We learned to know the people by daily associating If you were to visit India today, as many from our synod g
with them and we took occasion of what they knew about God have, you would find that the people from India speak proudly
to talk to their hearts. Our method was of the fact that his residence and burial places are

preserved They are gratewfto the founder of their
TS A G R ORI ERICL g This proved to be a practical [eil{EnlEEle]E 'Fh«ﬁ\lortbern Evangelical Lutheran
of their ancestors, which say that the pl an. 0 We d ifealin g Inu‘a ' N

Santal originally served God, and that negative way and scold their
the 6godsd had co gods, something they would

not argumentative; we tried to touch

The l\forthern Evangelical Lutheran Chur@®teLC)

is @ multilingual Lutheran Church that is centered
OU'Y resent, but we went the mainly in four states of North IndiaBihar, Assam,

positive way and declared wha e =T PRI P TS TR AT
among the people and fit into their el LR WS HO RIS UMUET] Chyrch extends into Nepal and the Church also works
¢ Wit e™ Skrefsr done to save us, and in that JI: NEPEES
R RN A R Way entirely |
could water, for which reason we took 4

The success of their mission
came from a simple desire to live

Following the work of Skresfrud and Boerresen,

comparatively small center and worked Lars Olsen Skrefsrud came an NELC Missionary Paul Olaf Bodding who

it well, hoping that from this small invented the Santali Latin alphabet that is still used by
center the divine rays would penetrate people in the region today. Santals form the majority
into the darkness. If at this center, we had a strong of church members, wnhPoro and Bengali comprising most of
congregation, which walked in the way of the Lord, then we the rest of the members 2Currently, the NELC has more than
bel i eved ¢ h¥at® t hfe~ g'olsigte | Would8560@baptl|zad§l%mi94§o This proved to
practical plan. OWe did not go_t gz i ve and scol d
gods, something they would only resent, but we went the The NELC took ent name in 1958 and its head@easters

tional centegnoighe
igal tlialﬁlrgg al

positive way Weclared what God, the Father of us all, had are situate
donegt savemus, and in that whGalCYg

v education.
The actuaPoeglnnlng f the mission in Santalistan by : _
Boerresen and Skrefsrud took place in the fall of 1867. In _ Our synod €on ening relati .
November, 1868, they Witnessed the first definite fruit of their with our Compani Walk together to
labor when four young Santals asked for baptism and were be what _ woul d
baptized a few months later. penetrat.l arkness
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Left to right: Rev. Rolf Olson, Mrs. Trudy Olson, and Ch,' k

Welda, great, great, great nephew of Lars Olsen Skresfrud and
me mber offi MiddetonL uke?ds ,3;“.
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Com| | CONNECT
ev. George C |¢o Ms. *. Zeic E th Che ‘.U‘
John Fre and,yvelc :
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) urmu. Mr. Sa oj Chand The Companion Synod Team of the SowElentral
ﬁa B '. e M Miss Reema Monica Ha nsﬁ( Synod of WI is primarily involved with developing and
. encouraging our relationship with the Northern
Evangelical Lutheran Church in India. We do this
through exchange visits, prayer support of each other,
leadership development, and support of their ministries
according to the Covenant which we have signed with
the NELC.

We also encourage congregations in their connections
with projects around the world.

Our fundraising efforts have been focused on the
support of Sanchita Kisku (a teacher from the
Benagaria Seminary in the NELC) who is studying at
the Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago. We also
: maintain an Exchange Fund to aid both those coming
- from the NELC and those from our SCSW making trips
to the NELC.

For more information, contact:

Bishop Mary Froiland
maryf@scswelca.org
608-270-0201
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