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A Year of
Stories to Tell
editor’s letter
Our theme this year in the synod is “Story.” We have and will see
themes of: Telling Our Story, Telling God’s Story, Stories of the Heart and
our assembly theme, “One Story: Always Reforming.”
In this issue of Walking Together, you will find three stories of
redemption: An outdoor worship service that resurrects a thinned out
summertime worshipping community to a full parking lot full of enthusiastic
believers. A resurrection story of a missionary who God lifted out of prison
to become one of the greatest missionaries of our time, Lars Olsen
Skresfrud...a man with a calling so compelling, he gave his life to start a
church in another part of the world that is now our companion synod of the
Northern Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. And possibly, the most
exciting redemption story is that which we may see unfold before our
eyes…The Sisterhood of Saints and Sinners, a special group of postincarcerated women who are rising like a phoenix out of the depths of
despair to a life centered on God.
How do you find the courage to tell your story? Perhaps these stories
can serve as examples of how to tell yours. As evangelical Lutherans, we
are called to tell our stories that bring new life to God’s work as revealed
through our hearts desires. As we tell our story of what it means to be a
Christian, we are invited to remember that in the gift of the body and
blood of Jesus we are forgiven. We remember that through the death and
resurrection of Jesus, we are able to live anew each day. Our sins are
wiped clean and we are free to live a life full of gratitude and love so that
we can open our hearts to share God’s redeeming love with others. This is
the basis of our faith, our church, the ELCA and of Martin Luther’s understanding that “Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure
and certain that believers would stake their lives on it a thousand
times.” This is the faith that we share through these remarkable stories that
I hope will inspire you to tell yours.
Vicki Hanrahan
Editor and Synod Communicator
vickih@scsw-elca.org
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Bread,
Wine, and
Jumper
Cables
Members of First Lutheran Church in Janesville, Suzanne and Stuart Hamilton, take
a minute to share their reflections on what the Outdoor Worship Service at First
Lutheran Church in Janesville has meant for them and their community. This is just
one of the many ways that First in Janesville responds to the changing needs of
their community.
live in apartments around the church listen in on Sunday mornings
as well.”

Inspired by one of the biggest TV ministries in the 50’s, Robert
Schuller’s Crystal Cathedral in Garden Grove, California, former
resident of California and now pastor in Wisconsin, Rev. Jim Melvin
began the first outdoor drive-in worship service in the ELCA at First
Lutheran Church in Janesville 23 years ago.

Rev. Mary Froiland, Bishop of the South-Central Synod of
Wisconsin has served as a guest preacher and reflected “At one
point in the service I felt the need to get a sense that the assembly
was with me, so I asked them to flash their lights or honk their horns
and they did!” According to Melvin, worshippers sing along with
the music and sometimes honk when they like the music. The
worship music typically includes a keyboardist and soloist but they
have changed up the music with string quartets and other special
music from time to time.

Every Sunday from Memorial Day through Labor Day, 200-300
members and non-members of the congregation gather
Long-time members, Stuart and Suzanne Hamilton have
outdoors to hear the Word, worship God, sing songs and
“At first glance, a been attending the outdoor worship for many years.
once-a-month to receive communion. But Instead of
drive-in service looks Stuart reflected on the visioning for it, “It supports the
ushering worshippers to pews, three ushers hand out
mission we have been given to nourish and empower
bulletins at the entrances to the parking lot and
casual and too
people with the word of Jesus Christ. We understood with
worshippers find their parking spot to participate in the
simple, but when you the summer holidays, people were busy, they were on
45-minute service by listening to it on their radio.
take into account
vacation, attendance historically drops off, so how do you
“We expected our outdoor worship service to be
what you are trying accept that and deal with it and one way is to make it
appealing to young families,” said, Rev. Jim Melvin, “and to do, if they get the easy for people to come and attend and get the Word.
it is.” The service begins at 7:45 a.m. to attract those who
At first glance a drive-in service looks casual and too
want to worship before the busyness of their day begins. message rather than simple, but when you take into account what you are trying
not come at all, that’s to do, if they get the message rather than not come at all,
Families come with their kids, sometimes even in their
pajamas and even bring their pets.” But First Lutheran
surely better isn’t it?” that’s surely better isn’t it?”
over the years has found the biggest draw of the outdoor
~Stuart Hamilton
The attendance has grown and in the last few years,
service is for people with mobility issues. Says Melvin,
First has advertised around Janesville and that has paid
“They will tell us during the winter, ‘We can’t wait for the
off in attendance. Stuart adds, “We get a lot of people that don’t
drive in service to start in the Spring!’”
belong to the church that are from other churches and not
Melvin explains that it’s a very simple service to put together.
necessarily Lutheran churches that just really like the service and
When they first began, they used a hay wagon as a stage and an
like the message and choose to come to church here in the summer.
AM transmitter, but when they realized they had something worth
We’ve been members of the church for 26 years. You can see our
expanding, they built a 15 X 15 X 4 foot stage with a permanent
dog, Toby, sitting in the back seat there and it’s just nice.”
roof and side tarps for protection from the elements. Today,
Suzanne explains, “Fellowship happens outside car windows
microphones for worship leaders are connected to a mixer
before the service and coffee is served. Communion is quite
connected to an FM transmitter and studio monitor. “It’s a very
interesting. A member of the congregation made flexible,
simple set up. You can pick up the equipment at a fleet radio
stackable Plexiglass trays and the biggest challenge is figuring out
products type store or electronics vendor. We don’t even need to
with all the rows of cars who has been served.” “Serving in a
be licensed because the signal only goes out a half mile,” explains
solemn moment with people in their cars is quite nice,” Stuart said.
Melvin. “Because we have this range, we find a lot of the folks that
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It is not without its drawbacks, but it is remarkably
flexible. Pastor Melvin and Pastor Naomi Garber walk
around to talk with folks before worship begins. “You
wouldn’t want to do this after worship though or you’d get
run over!” admits Pastor Melvin. Three to four “car hops”
serve communion. Bread and wine are served at the
window of the vehicle and the family serves each other.
Ushers stationed at the parking lot exits collect the offering
and send folks off to the rest of their day filled with the
Holy Spirit. “We follow the liturgy of an indoor service,
but the difference is, when it rains, the service is cancelled. First Lutheran offers an indoor service immediately following.”
Fellow members, Doris and Gerry Roehl, shared their impressions, “We were a little skeptical at first, but we like it because we are
morning people and it fits our schedule really well. We believe where two or three are gathered, God is with us. We feel as though we
have worshipped. In the summertime, this is normally the only worship we come to. We have nice music and it has been rained out very
few times over the last several years. I like it because you can come leisurely in shorts and if you’re going to do something afterwards,
like golf, it’s very convenient. We sit in the front row in the sanctuary and we park in the front row at the outdoor worship!”
The other equipment recommended to any congregations who might be inspired to try this in their settings are jumper cables for dead
batteries! From time to time, they are needed. “Those are the days when worshippers wish they hadn’t attended in their pajamas!” says
Melvin.
First in Janesville has a long tradition of reaching out into the community to match needs
with ministries. They have a housing community that provides adjusted rent for seniors, they
have a nursery that serves families with infants as they recently learned infant care was
needed in their community. The people of First in Janesville are very connected because they
listen to their community in order to serve them. The outdoor ministry is one more way that
First Lutheran has responded to the changes in their community.
Stuart got it right when he suggested that above all, and more important than anything
else, is sharing God’s Story.

CONNECT AND EQUIP!
First Lutheran Church
612 North Randall Avenue
Janesville, WI
Rev. Jim Melvin
Senior Pastor
608-752-7434
office@flcj.org
Rev. Naomi Garber
Administrative Pastor
608-752-7434
Ms. Peg Ekedahl
Associate in Ministry
608-449-7722
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An Apostle
to the
Saints
“He came as a stranger to a church torn by strife and
disagreement but soon became a friend to all groups
in the conflict.”
(Santal Missionarian, Oct, 27, 1895)

Lars Olsen Skresfrud may not be a name
that you recognize, but those that know mission
history would recognize him as one of the
greatest missionary statesman of the modern era.
In fact, if you were to look in the Evangelical
Lutheran Book of Worship, you will see him listed
among the festivals in December.
Even more remarkable is that every ELCA
Lutheran in the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin
has a connection to this great missionary through
our companion relationship with the Northern
Evangelical Lutheran Church (NELC) in India. If
you have ever supported the mission of the South
-Central Synod of Wisconsin, ELCA, then you
have supported the mission that was founded by
Lars Olsen Skresfrud and Hans Peter Boerresen
in 1895…the Santal mission, that is now better
known as the NELC.

“When a man has a will to do a
thing, when he is really interested,
when he has only one definite
objective in life, then he can, with
the help of God, leap across
mountains which seem too high
when he looks at them. Not that I
thought it necessary to become a
learned man to be a missionary;
but I felt, and still feel, that if one is
to lead others, he must himself at
one time have been led. If one
wishes to guide others by his
thoughts he must have thought
things through for himself.”

teenage years, life working in a copper
factory in Lillehammer and exposure to
more worldly things led Lars to focus on
more earthly pleasures and over the next
several years, he became lost and wild,
turning to drinking and then stealing to
support his habit. He was arrested and
sentenced to four years in prison as a
teenager.
But while in prison, he did a great deal
of studying and praying, repented and
became a changed person. When he was
released from prison, he was resolved that
he was going to be a missionary. He
applied to the school where they trained
missionaries but they rejected him. He then
met a man by the name of Boerresen who
was an engineer and a Dane and who was
also very interested in mission. Lars was
determined to find a mission.

If you are a member of St. Luke’s in
Middleton, then your connection is even more
visible as in your midst is Lars Skrefsrud’s great, ~ Lars Olsen Skresfrud
After some attempts at applying to
great, great nephew, Chuck Welda, and his wife
schools that rejected Lars, Boerresen finally
Myrna. Their story connects to Lars Skrefsrud’s
found a school in Germany that would
story which connects to the NELC’s story, which connects to our
accept Lars as a missionary. After that, Skresfrud found his way
story in the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin. You might say that
to India.
Lars Skrefsrud authored our story with our companion synod, the
There were a number of events that transpired and while he
Northern Evangelical Lutheran Church in India.
didn’t start out at Santal, eventually he and Boerresen ended up
Lars’ story began as a prodigy child who had studied
founding the Santal mission. He moved socially, politically and
scripture and catechism and had it well memorized. Then in his
tirelessly to make this ministry bear fruit.
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Home of Lars Skresfrud in Benagaria. Santal Mission
Margrit Segesser, from BM Archives-Skrefsrud

Santal people embraced him and considered him to be a
man of God. He translated big parts of the bible for them and
assisted others in translating the whole bible for the people of
India. He was fluent in many languages but he knew enough
of about 44 different languages to do what he did. He was a
powerful influential speaker and he would preach for two or
three hours at a time, holding the attention of the assembly. He
gave them hope. Skresfrud told them, “We can show you the
way out of your troubles and back to your Father-God. Our
religion is Jesus-religion. No man has at any time seen God,
but the only begotten Son who is in the bosom of the Father, he
hath declared Him.” This message resonated with the people.

Twenty six years later, Skrefsrud was invited to the United
States to speak to the good Norwegians that would later
become very strong supporters of his mission. He came to the
stronghold of Norwegian Lutheranism in America at that time
and held big rallies in Iowa, Wisconsin, and Minnesota and
raised substantial financial support for the mission. From 1910
to the middle of the century, it continued as a high profile
Santal mission.
When Skrefsrud went to India, he was not ordained and
midway through his tenure, the State Church of Norway, finally
relented and decided they would ordain him. Lars thought
likely because they wanted credit for his good work!

Skrefsrud wrote, “Our method of preaching was very
If you were to visit India today, as many from our synod
simple. We learned to know the people by daily associating
have, you would find that the people from India speak proudly
with them and we took occasion of what they knew about God
of the fact that his residence and burial places are
to talk to their hearts. Our method was
preserved. They are grateful to the founder of their
not argumentative; we tried to touch
This proved to be a practical current mission, The Northern Evangelical Lutheran
their hearts by referring to the traditions
Church in India.
of their ancestors, which say that the
plan. “We did not go the
Santal originally served God, and that
negative way and scold their
The Northern Evangelical Lutheran Church (NELC)
the ‘gods’ had come later.”
gods, something they would
is a multi-lingual Lutheran Church that is centered
only resent, but we went the mainly in four states of North India--Bihar, Assam,
The success of their mission
positive
way and declared what Arunachal Pradesh, and Bengal. The reach of the
came from a simple desire to live
God, the Father of us all, had Church extends into Nepal and the Church also works
among the people and fit into their
done to save us, and in that
in Bhutan.
culture. Skrefsrud points, “Our aim was
way entirely ignored the gods.”
not to cultivate a larger area than we
Following the work of Skresfrud and Boerresen,
could water, for which reason we took a
came an NELC Missionary Paul Olaf Bodding who
Lars Olsen Skrefsrud
comparatively small center and worked
invented the Santali Latin alphabet that is still used by
it well, hoping that from this small
people in the region today. Santals form the majority
center the divine rays would penetrate
of church members, with Boro and Bengali comprising most of
into the darkness. If at this center, we had a strong
the rest of the members. Currently, the NELC has more than
congregation, which walked in the way of the Lord, then we
85,000 baptized members.
believed that the gospel would be spread.” This proved to be a
practical plan. “We did not go the negative way and scold their
The NELC took its present name in 1958 and its headquarters
gods, something they would only resent, but we went the
are situated in Dumka, a growing educational center northeast
positive way and declared what God, the Father of us all, had
of Calcutta. The church provides theological training and
done to save us, and in that way entirely ignored the gods.”
education.
The actual beginning of the mission in Santalistan by
Our synod continues to nurture a deepening relationship
Boerresen and Skrefsrud took place in the fall of 1867. In
with
our Companion synod, the NELC, as we walk together to
November, 1868, they witnessed the first definite fruit of their
be what Lars Skresfrud would describe as “divine rays
labor when four young Santals asked for baptism and were
penetrating into the darkness.”
baptized a few months later.
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In 2011 and 2013, the Synod sent nearly 30 youth and adults
to visit our companions in India. These children were happy to
meet us!

Some of our Companion Synod team members, Bishop Mary
Froiland, Rev. George Carlson, Ms. Lily Zeich, along with Chaplain
John Froiland, welcomed representatives from the NELC in March,
2015. Joining us were leaders, Ismail Murmu, Mr. Saroj Chand
Jha, Mrs. Elina B. Soren and Miss Reema Monica Hansdak.

Left to right: Rev. Rolf Olson, Mrs. Trudy Olson, and Chuck
Welda, great, great, great nephew of Lars Olsen Skresfrud and
member of St. Luke’s—Middleton.

Rev. Rolf Olson and his wife Trudy have been long-time
friends of Chuck and his wife Myrna Welda as Rev.
Olson served in the congregation that Weldas belonged
to for many years. This story came by means of Rolf and
Trudy who knew that our readers would appreciate
learning more about the origins of our companion
relationship with the Northern Evangelical Lutheran
Church in India and the remarkable work of the late
missionary, Lars Olsen Skrefsrud. We are grateful for
their passion in keeping us connected!

CONNECT:
The Companion Synod Team of the South-Central
Synod of WI is primarily involved with developing and
encouraging our relationship with the Northern
Evangelical Lutheran Church in India. We do this
through exchange visits, prayer support of each other,
leadership development, and support of their ministries
according to the Covenant which we have signed with
the NELC.
We also encourage congregations in their connections
with projects around the world.
Our fundraising efforts have been focused on the
support of Sanchita Kisku (a teacher from the
Benagaria Seminary in the NELC) who is studying at
the Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago. We also
maintain an Exchange Fund to aid both those coming
from the NELC and those from our SCSW making trips
to the NELC.
For more information, contact:
Bishop Mary Froiland
maryf@scsw-elca.org
608-270-0201
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I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not
perceive it? Isaiah 43:19a

The Sisterhood
of Saints & Sinner s

Walking Together Spring 2015 - page 9

This is a story of new beginnings, hope, and courage. The
Sisterhood of Saints and Sinners is a worshipping community of
women with histories of incarceration. They gather at St. John’s
Lutheran Church in Madison and are led by Dane County Jail
Chaplain, Christa Fisher. While in its early development stages as
the group is just beginning to organize, they have been meeting
weekly for over six months. This is a beautiful new mission with so
much promise. We invite our readers to learn more about it and
to pray for this community as they are made new each time they
gather and seek to be God’s church together.
I joined the Sisterhood for worship on two occasions. When I
first arrived and saw a dinner table set up in the fellowship hall, I
wondered how this gathering would be different from simple
fellowship around a table…but different doesn’t come close to
describing this community. This is a special community of women
who are finding themselves in Jesus. After
worshipping with them, I have come to understand
that if I were to imagine the early church and
gatherings of people who were trying to learn
more about themselves through the teachings of
Jesus, this is what a house gathering would look
like. These saints and sinners are uniquely and
genuinely hungry to know God more and to learn
how God’s story is their story. These are
gatherings around God’s Meal and God’s Word
and their testimonies were so compelling they
pulled me into the conversation to the point that I
forgot myself and my job, so I had to re-visit to
take pictures.
Following is an interview with Christa Fisher,
leader and visionary for the Sisterhood of Saints
and Sinners.

CF: The women of the Sisterhood represent a wide socio-economic
spectrum. We vary in age from our early 20’s to our late 60’s.
We are single women with no children, married women with
children and single mothers. Some of our children are in grade
school, others in college and some in jail. Some of us have turned
over our parental rights and others of us have been privileged to
always have our children near. We are straight, bi-sexual and
gay. We are in committed relationships, we are looking for lifelong partners, and we are choosing to be single. We work in the
private and public sectors. We are African-American, Latina,
Native-American and Caucasian.
WT: Have the sisters all experienced incarceration?
CF: Yes, the sisters have all experienced incarceration in jail and/
or prison for drug related use---theft, disorderly conduct,
maintaining a drug house, forgery and other
non-drug related crimes such as child neglect.
The women share the experiences of rape,
incest and objectification and yearn to feel
safe in our communities, families and our own
bodies. As women of color, many share
experiences of oppression, marginalization,
and invisibility and are crying out to name our
injustices, to be treated with dignity and
equality, and to be seen as women made in
the image of God. Likewise, many claim
histories of drug and alcohol abuse and
addiction and are seeking or have achieved
liberation from addictions.

“Everyone has a
story to tell that is
important enough to
be heard.
Unfortunately, not
everyone is
considered important
enough to share her
story.”

WT: Why did you see a need for the
gathering of these women?

CF: Everyone has a story to tell that is
important enough to be heard. Unfortunately,
not everyone is considered important enough
CF: Each week women gather together around God’s Meal, in
to share her story. Subject to racial, gender and economic
God’s Word and by God’s love, seeking liberation from the past oppression, and demonized for having violated prevailing social
and freedom for the future, for themselves, for their families. We norms, incarcerated African-American women are among the least
gather around an actual meal and everyone contributes something advantaged and most excluded groups in society. They are
to share. Our Eucharist could be a loaf of bread or a dinner roll. sometimes rendered silent by the criminal justice system and their
stories are considered less important than others due to institutional
WT: Who are the sisters?
and cultural norms which favor stories of men over those of women
and stories of
Caucasians over those
of African Americans.
WT: What are the gatherings like?

The Sisterhood gathers around the Word and Meal at St. John’s
Lutheran Church in Madison. Sisters from left to right:
Jeanine Calhoun, Chaplain Christa Fisher, Lawanda Goodwin.

The Sisterhood was
born out of a
recognition that all
people, including
formerly incarcerated
women, as children of
God, desire the
opportunity to spend
time among God’s
faithful people.
Unable to or
uncomfortable in
participating in
traditional worship
services, the
Sisterhood provides a
safe space where

The Sisters write heartfelt Christmas
messages to the incarcerated.
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women can speak openly and honestly about their lives as well as
petition for and witness to God’s transformative power in the
world.

In Jesus’ community we are not deemed worthy of blessing based
upon our actions or inactions. We are blessed by Jesus simply
because we are daughters of the Divine.

This ministry is sort of a result of my time working as a student
WT: The women of the sisterhood have endured great trials
chaplain in the Dane County jail working with the women’s
throughout their lives…suffering from abandonment, addiction,
population. I recognized that most of the people in jail do not
rape, incest, sexual exploitation, violence, judgment, racial
have a relationship with a worshipping community. When they are discrimination and oppression. How is worship helping them?
in jail, many are desperately looking for a relationship with God.
CF: For a woman who has been encouraged and even threatened
They develop a relationship with God that gives them hope and
to remain silent, finding her voice to tell her story is part of the
strength and gets them through and they believe that relationship
healing process. Her story, including the injustices, questions and
with God is critical to their success post-incarceration. Entering a
emotions it elicits, dictate where and how she will engage scripture.
congregation post-incarceration is an intimidating experience,
And her reading of scripture brings her back to her
especially when you bring a history that has a stigma
“In Jesus’ story.
attached to your experiences. So we thought we could
provide a worship service that would help women feel
community
are beginning to understand that we don’t need to
safe while telling their stories and retelling Jesus’ story.
we are not We
fight our case before God. The women bring their
deemed
troubles to God in prayer and song and believe that
WT: And do they tell their stories?
will care for their needs in a way that fits into
worthy of God
CF: Yes they are very open with their stories and need
God’s larger plan. There have been times when one
blessing
to tell them. Some have never told their stories or have
has felt on the verge of breakdown, but her trust in
not told them in years. Part of what makes suffering
based upon God’s love and compassion allowed her to remain
bearable is the process of re-authoring ones story, but re
She professed, “God always comes through.
our actions or strong.
-authoring can only happen when a story is shared.
God knows what I need and He gives it to me.”
inactions. We Referring to our worship service, she said, “I’m here
When speaking one’s story in a safe and supportive
community, an incarcerated woman is encouraged to
are blessed today because God knew exactly what I needed.”
begin seeing herself, her situation, and her community
by Jesus
They see Jesus as role-modeling the importance of
differently. Rather than viewing herself as a criminal,
prayer and trustworthiness in God. Judgment and
she can retell her story in a way which affirms her
simply
moralism as well as complete disregard for boundaries
strength and courage. She can identify hope and
because we are the opposite of love. Jesus is not neutral. They see
promise in places and people where she might have
are daughters Jesus as pure Love. Jesus did not judge but, out of
previously seen only hopelessness and despair.
love, he established boundaries for all people. After
of the
having come through so many dark, seemingly
WT: Do you see God at work in this process?
Divine.”
hopeless times, the women have come to trust that God
CF: Absolutely. Speaking and re-authoring ones story is
will come through in God’s time. Times of pain are
an eschatological experience. Through this process, old
times of pruning and preparation. One of the sisters
ways of seeing, hearing and being give way to new life
has shared that her time in jail and running the streets
by truth, hope, courage and determination.
has taught her not to judge. She accepts people
where they are in life. This does not mean she accepts
WT: How do you worship?
or supports everything. Though she doesn’t judge people, she can
love them from a distance in order to keep herself healthy.
CF: The Sisterhood is a non-traditional worshipping community.
Our liturgy takes place around a dinner table, where we share in
WT: New Life is emerging for the Sisterhood of Saints and
God’s Meal and God’s Word and through God’s abiding love, we Sinners. Through the liturgy and personal testimony and
are empowered to share our stories. All the elements of worship
examination of scripture, they are reminded that they are not
are included in our time together: Welcome, The Meal, The Peace, alone. Their voice is being heard. With God at work making all
The Word, Prayer, Music and Blessing. We join Jesus at the table things new, these beloved daughters of God will not only heal
and each time we gather and eat, we declare “Jesus is here right
themselves, but through the telling of their resurrection stories,
now.” Where the Peace typically is understood as time for people God will work in them and through them to help bring new life
to reconcile their differences before coming to the Table, we
to others. We are not Christians because we follow Jesus…we
understand the Peace to be a time for introducing ourselves and
are Christians because we tell others what it means to follow
sharing our stories. Through the sharing of the Peace, relationships Jesus. These Christian women, made in God’s image are the
are birthed and the direction of our scriptural study is established. epitome of what it means to be sinner and saint, to know Jesus,
Our stories inform how we engage Scripture…what texts we read to work hard at following Jesus and to be bold believers and
and how we read them.
storytellers of the Good News.
WT: There is more that is going on than sharing stories. How
would you describe the interaction?
CF: Our sharing is not limited to our stories. We also share our
questions, curiosities and insights about Scripture and about God.
We draw parallels between Scripture and our life stories as well
as events happening in our communities, our country and the world.

Walking Together Fall/Winter 2015 - page 10

CONNECT

The sisterhood continues to move forward
building their community. Here are a few
ways you can support this emerging
community of faith. First, keep them in
your prayers. It is only by the power of
God that this community has come to
exist. They ask that you pray for God’s
Spirit to continue to lead and guide them
on this journey. The Sisterhood also has
need for a few volunteers. If you are
interested in preparing a meal, leading
music, or caring for the children please
contact Christa. Each of these volunteer
opportunities is a once monthly
commitment. Additionally, the Sisterhood
asks that you spread the word. If you know
of a woman who might benefit from this
gathering, please share this article with
her. Finally, the Sisterhood requests your
financial support. Though all of the women
who lead the Sisterhood donate their time
to the community they are seeking
assistance to help cover printing and
publicity expenses, the cost of groceries,
and extra expenses incurred during the
holidays.
Donations to the Sisterhood can be sent to
Christa Fisher at Lake Edge Lutheran
Church, 4032 Monona Drive, Madison,
WI 53716. Please indicate that the
donation should be directed to the
Sisterhood of Saints and Sinners. For more
information contact Christa at
chaplainchrista@yahoo.com or
608-266-4573.

What
Martin
Luther
Had to
Say
About
Witness

God Never Stops Working on Us
We are chosen to be part of God’s mission in the world
and set free to make a difference. But we should not think
for a moment that this is a once and for all, one time only
event. The truth is that we each need to hear this call
again and again. Daily, we find ourselves wrestling with
God and turning away from the call to serve and witness.
Daily, we need to repent of this sin and experience Christ’s
forgiveness. Daily, we need to be set free! (Kelly Fryer,
from “A Story Worth Sharing.”
In the Book of Concord: The Confessions of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church (Minneapolis: Fortress Press,
2000, p 452), Luther explains:
“Although

we have God’s Word and
believe, although we obey and submit to his
will and are nourished by God’s gift and
blessing, nevertheless we are not without
sin. We still stumble daily and transgress
because we live in the world among people
who sorely vex us and give us occasion for
impatience, anger, vengeance, etc. Besides,
the devil is after us, besieging us on every
side . . . so that it is not possible always to
stand firm in this ceaseless conflict. The new
life should be one that continually develops
and progresses.” ~ Martin Luther
In other words, God isn’t finished with us just yet. We
are always being made new!

Walking Together Fall/Winter 2015 - page 11

Just What I’ve Been Thinkin’ About . . .
As I write this reflection we are in the middle of the season of Advent, the
season of hope. The color of Advent is the deep, dark blue of the eastern
night sky as it begins to lighten just before sun rise. The light has not yet
come, but the blue on the horizon assures us it is on the way. Amen. Come,
Lord Jesus.
As I write, I am also aware that we are in a time of great disturbance in our
world. We are surrounded by scenes of darkness: refugees with no place to
hide and no place to call home; acts of terrorism in Europe, Africa, the MidEast, and our own backyard; rampant gun violence; the ongoing sin of racial
injustice and oppression. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
And it’s Advent. Week after week we gather to worship and dare to light
another candle, and another one after that, in defiance of the darkness. We
do this not because we are naïve, or stupid, or uninformed or delusional
about the current world situation, but because we are Christians, people of
the light, and we have a story to tell about Jesus, the ever-present and evercoming Light of the World. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
In this season’s issue of Walking Together, you will find examples of that
story of God’s Light and Love being shared in old and new and ever
changing ways. May these stories give you hope and joy as you anticipate
the coming of Christ. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
God’s Peace,
Bishop Mary Froiland
If you have been inspired by the stories in this magazine and would like to
participate in the ongoing work of God through the partnership we share, I
invite you to consider a personal financial gift to the ministries of the SouthCentral Synod of Wisconsin. Together we care for, connect, and equip the
people and congregations of our Synod to be the heart and hands of Jesus.

Bishop Mary Froiland

Walking
together
for the sake of mission in God's
world. The South-Central Synod of
Wisconsin is one of 65 synods of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America. We are comprised of 145
congregations and worshipping
communities, over 97,000
members, and nearly 300 clergy
and rostered leaders...
Synod means walking together,
which describes our interdependent
ministry relationship as we support
mission partners, carry out synodical
and churchwide initiatives, provide
for education events and leadership
training, respond to disaster and
emergency needs, and heed the
call to be a church engaged in all
the world. Learn more about our
synod.
To Donate to Synod Ministries:

Walk Together With Us. Subscribe today: scswoffice@scsw-elca.org

https://scsw-elca.org/donations/

Follow Our Blog: http://ontheroadwithyoursynodstaff.wordpress.com/

mobile/

Like us on Facebook: http://bit.ly/SCSWELCA

Phone: 608-270-0201

Website: www.scsw-elca.org
South-Central Synod of Wisconsin, ELCA
6401 Odana Road, Suite 20
Madison, WI 53719

Or donate using your smart phone:

