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Seeking Community
editor’s letter
Ask any Youth and Family leader what youth are looking for and they will probably
tell you a sense of community…friendship….a sense of belonging…a group that notices
and misses them when they aren’t there and welcomes them when they are.
Young and old alike, I think we all yearn for that sense of feeling welcomed. Imagine
how it feels when you walk into a room and everyone says, “_______(fill in your name).”
Like Norm in the hit series “Cheers.” Do you remember the theme song? ”Sometimes you
wanna go where everybody knows your name…and they’re always glad you came. You
wanna be where you can see, our troubles are all the same…you wanna be where everybody knows your name.”
I invite you to read between the lines of the stories in this issue of Walking Together.
You will see the vine and the branches of people seeking and enjoying community, people
from far away places feeling welcomed, and you will see a troubled world that is being
comforted, clothed, fed and loved by Lutherans in our synod.
If you’re one of those hard-working volunteers who takes the great commission seriously
of seeking community and making disciples of all nations, these stories are about you! And
if you don’t see yourself in these pages because your church isn’t yet represented, then
you’re missing the fruit…we are the church together and everything that we do in the name
of Jesus matters…whether our story gets told in these pages or in other ways today,
tomorrow or down the road. We are among a fellowship of believers called Christians
who see God more as we seek relationships with others. If you want to know more about
the ministries within these pages or share yours with others, use the connecting information
to seek community. And while we’re doing that, we might be ever mindful that there is One
who notices us when we arrive, One who notices us when we are gone, and One who
always knows our name!

Vicki Hanrahan
Editor and Synod Communicator
vickih@scsw-elca.org

vine

I am the
, you are
the branches. Those
who abide in me and I in
them bear much
because apart from me you
can do nothing.

fruit,

John 15:5
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Hope in America:

We are the Church
together

On Sunday, June 22, the ELCA celebrated a rich,
long history of Lutherans helping immigrants and
refugees settle and become self-sufficient here in the
United States. Refugee Sunday was designated by
the 2013 ELCA Churchwide Assembly to recognize the
heritage of Lutheran Immigration and Refugee
Service and its 75 years of service to refugees and
immigrants.
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service came

At an Open House sponsored by Lutheran Social Services, Bishop Froiland and I learned that it
takes a community here and abroad to bring hope in America to our refugee friends. At publishing,
due to security risks for our refugee friends and family members that have remained in Iraq, we were
asked not to identify them in this photo.

into being in 1939 to help refugees after World War II,
many of whom were Lutherans living as displaced persons

could speak it, having attended “University” before coming

in refugee camps. Today, the Baltimore-based pan-

to America. Her English was developing and we were able

Lutheran agency resettles approximately 10,000 refugees a

to find out that her daughters were adjusting quite well. The

year, most recently from Burma, Bhutan, Iraq and Somalia.

family’s case manager who works for the Immigration

Together with its sponsoring congregations and Lutheran

Services of Lutheran Social Services explained the family

social ministry organization partners, the service provides

had arrived just two days before the open house. She said,

housing, food, clothing, job assistance, mentoring, lan-

“When they picked them up at the airport, Mom had such

guage assistance and more. This isn’t just the anniversary of

a look of happiness on her face that they were finally here.

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, according to

It takes a great deal to get here.”

Tara Mulder, director for marketing and communications,
but the legacy of all Lutherans. “Lutheran Immigration and

The Journey takes them through a rigorous admissions pro-

Refugee Service has taken the lead in service and advoca-

cess. They first meet with the United Nations Refugee

cy to refugees, but it’s really our celebration as Lutherans in

Agency “UNHCR” for identification and referral. From there

caring for uprooted people.” -

they are interviewed 2-3 times and then undergo a medical

Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels
without knowing it. HEBREWS 12:3 NIV
Our legacy shows the Holy Spirit at work! Since 2008, 388

examination. Once approved, they participate in cultural

refugees have been resettled in Madison. Since our synod

orientation and are then prepared to travel to the United

passed a resolution at our assembly in 2013, our Refugee

States. It is this part of the journey where our congregations

Resettlement ministry got wind beneath its wings! Our

can be God’s hands. We can serve to welcome them

resettlement committee works with our congregations to

upon arrival, assist in preparing their homes and engage in

welcome our new friends to America. Our work matters!

hospitality and education as directed by Lutheran Social

hope

Services and the SCSW Refugee Resettlement Ministry

A Path to Safety and Hope

Team.

Our newest family from Iraq arrived this summer with two

girls, ages 8 and 11 who will soon be enrolled in an elemen-

We Are Church Together

tary school in Madison. We learned while visiting with them
at a LSS Open House that the mother (names are omitted

for safety reasons) could understand English better than she

Once here, they are supported by several partner

agencies. I quickly learned that it takes a village of
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dedicated people to welcome refugees into our country.

After Talking to a Soldier Returned from Iraq

The Dane County Refugee Network is a consortium of

Rev. Kalen Barkholtz, rostered leader in our synod, wrote this poem during her
CPE time that was taking place in a hospital setting after a conversation she had
with a young soldier who had just returned from Iraq. This tells the story of the
unrest and instability in a country from which refugees escape.

agencies that work together to coordinate services for
refugees and troubleshoot if problems arise. Lutheran
Social Services, State Refugee Office, Public Health of
Madison and Dane County, Madison College & The

The little girl is the only place to begin.
She is standing, arms crossed, blocking every doorway.
She wants something from me.
I think to step around her, but like a playground
bully her straight arm rises and meets the door frame.

Nursing Network and the ELCA South-Central Synod of
Wisconsin are some, but not all of the agencies involved
in coordinating services. Their goal is to share information
and work on how to best partner in order to maximize
resources to serve refugees. LSS helps the children get

Her hair is black and her eyes are deep.
"Don't make an angel out of me," she says, "and
by the way, I'm not a little girl."
Maybe she's not an angel, and maybe she isn't
little anymore but her hair does fall like water, a
dark river over her shoulders and her eyes, they
do ask for something more.
But she's a real girl with dirt under her fingernails
a mouth full of teeth and a big loud laugh she
wishes she could hide.

enrolled in school and the Madison Metropolitan School
District also assists and advises. In Madison, the Lutheran
denomination is the only religious group that supports
Refugee Resettlement. We met the State of Wisconsin
Refugee Programs Coordinator, the Refugee Programs &
Policy Analyst from the Wisconsin Dept. of Children &
Families, the Case Managers from Lutheran Social
Services and the Regional Consultant/Program Director
of the Refugee and Immigration Services of Lutheran
Social Services.
In speaking with Mom, I learned that the girls had
already started to appreciate America. After two days,

church
in their new language, the girls said, “We stay America!”

"Tell them about my name," she says.
She has a name, I don't know what it is,
but I can tell you, it jangles
like a pocket of coins, like a charm bracelet.
Her mother loves to say it
out loud, more than necessary
especially when she scolds her daughter, when she
shows her the quick smart way of being a woman.
"And why are you using present tense? I'm in the past.
Tell them about the American soldier,
tell them about my arm,
the dark wet shapes of blood on the ground.
Tell them about the translator and the chaos, tell
them about the boy's shaking hands, tell them
about my mother crying and choking on tears, tell
with words the awful sound of a human animal's
heaving and gasping for breath.

Congregations interested in learning more about being
church together through Refugee Resettlement can

contact the synod’s Refugee Resettlement team who will
be happy to arrange a presentation for your congregation council or during worship or in whatever forum that
works in your setting. Use the Connect information below:
CONNECT:
ELCA South-Central Synod of Wisconsin Refugee Resettlement Team - Rev. George & Mrs. Solveig Carlson geosolv65@yahoo.com or(608) 576-4916
“Remembering the Refugees” - Bishop Elizabeth Eaton:
http://www.elca.org/Living-Lutheran/
Seeds/2014/06/140626-Remembering-the-refugees
See more at: http://www.elca.org/en/Living-Lutheran/
Stories/2014/06/140528-75-years-of-welcomingrefugees#sthash.TfpwrHIH.dpuf
Refugee Resettlement Downloadable Information Packet: http://www.lsswis.org/LSS-Files/Refugee/
Refugee_Resettlement_Info_Pack.pdf

Arkdale - Trinity
Belleville - Primrose
Black Earth - New Heights
Brooklyn - Brooklyn
Cambridge - East Koshkonong
Evansville - Cooksville
Madison - Advent
Madison - Bethel
Madison - Lake Edge
Madison - Messiah
Madison - St. Mark's
Madison - Trinity
McFarland - Hope
McFarland - McFarland
Milton - Hope
Monona - St. Stephen's
Orfordville - Orfordville
Stoughton - Covenant
Sun Prairie - Our Savior's
Verona - St. James
Verona - West Middleton

Tell them about the daughters and sons
I'll never have, the beautiful books
I'll never read, my dry bones, the dust in my
skull."
Little girl, I don't know how to tell your story.
"You have to. I am every poem worth writing. Do
not leave me untold."

Want to connect?
As of this printing,
these are the
congregations that
are participating in
this ministry.
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What
Martin Luther
Had to Say
About
Our Calling in
Education

Why are study and learning essential practices of faith and disciple-

The Small Catechism was written specifically to be used in the household

ship? First, we know that Jesus taught disciples, over and over again,

(in his day, by fathers who would teach the family the lessons of faith).

and spent years himself learning scripture to be able to explain and

Contrary to popular belief, the Small Catechism was not written as an

interpret it in light of God's mission to redeem and save the world

instrument of torture for

future generations of confirmation students,

through him.
Second, we have a rich heritage of study
through Martin Luther. In Luther's day,

struggling to memorize every last

“If we aren’t clear about who we are

word. The Book of Concord notes that
the list of Bible passages for the house-

and what we believe, it’s not possible

hold reflects Luther’s belief that

awareness of what anything meant - not

to have deep and authentic

relations of daily life constitute the

the sacraments, not the scriptures

encounters with others. It’s hard to

people attended worship but had no

(which they probably couldn't understand
since it wasn't in the local language), not
even the Lord's Prayer. They were blind to

Christian life and not some self-chosen
spirituality.

have meaningful give-and-take with
mush.”

“It could be argued, Elizabeth Eaton,

Bishop Elizabeth Eaton

Presiding Bishop of the ELCA said, “that

the grace embodied in the Christian

no other experience is more universally

Church's teachings.
For Luther, this wasn't a problem of ability but one of ignorance due to
lack of instruction. He felt so strongly about study and learning as key
disciplines to live a faithful life that he wrote two key teaching manuals which are still in use today - the Small Catechism and the Large
Catechism.
Luther didn't invent catechism (from Greek, to echo or sound again a way of oral instruction), but took the traditional catechism and
re-formed it (surprised?). His unique take on the catechism was that
all should know the basic Christian teachings of the Ten Commandments, The Apostle's Creed and the Lord's Prayer not for their own

Lutheran than studying this little book.
Some argue that emphasizing our Lutheran identity is an impediment to
dialogue and evangelism. I would argue that if we aren’t clear about
who we are and what we believe, it’s not possible to have deep and
authentic encounters with others. It’s hard to have meaningful give-and
-take with mush.”
The Large Catechism was written for pastors of congregations, to
address a dearth of instruction which Luther witnessed as he visited
various communities. His explanation of the First Commandment in the
Large Catechism spells out why we serve God, and no other, better
than anything else I've read.

knowledge, but for the sake of others - for evangelism.

Source: Timothy J. Wengert, Martin Luther's Catechisms

To do this, instruction needed to be written in clear language so that

CONNECT: ELCA Social Statement, “Our Calling In Education”

the teachings of faith could be applied in daily life in the home and

http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/

community. He expanded his focus on evangelism by adding teaching
on the sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion.
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For the ELCA
Malaria Campaign
Pesto Peeps, Ramen was Gouda, Classic Meatloaf
Chill Greasers, Blueberry Delight. Such was the dinner
menu of Parlor Street Dining on Dewey Street, a
remarkable ministry of Brett and Brandee Christensen
who are raising money for the ELCA Malaria Campaign
in a creative, resourceful way.
On the first Saturday of each month, Brett and Brandee Christensen transform their parlor in
their early century home on Dewey Street into a community dinner where up to 16 people
gather around a meal for conversation and fellowship…all in an effort to raise awareness and
money in order to make a difference in ending deaths from Malaria.
When you arrive, you are welcomed by their son, Kyle or daughter, Katie, who serves you a
refreshment as you walk in the door and gives you an ELCA Malaria Campaign sticker to wear.
Brett then welcomes you to the Parlor where others are gathered for conversation while Brandee
and Katie and other helpers prepare culinary delights in the kitchen. People from all over our
Gracious hosts, Brandee, Katie & Brett
synod come to experience Parlor Street Dining on Dewey Street! The cost is $25/person and
100% of the proceeds support the ELCA Malaria Campaign.
Brett begins the evening with a story of how this ministry was on their hearts. Brandee had seen a
story on the “Today Show” where a mother of three children explained the sadness her children felt
when they looked at the empty chair at their dinner table where their father usually sat. He served in
the military and had been deployed, so the mother had the idea of filling the chair once a week with
someone different from the community so the table wouldn’t feel so empty. Brandee saw this and it
inspired this idea. He explained, “She has a few things that bring her passion…one is creating
community and the other is she loves to cook for people!” She also knew how Brett was passionate
about the ELCA Malaria initiative to overcome Malaria in 13 countries and so they decided they
could combine their passions into something that mattered!
After sharing their story, Brett then shepherds each person to their designated seat where you are
welcomed with a nameplate and a tablescape reflecting that evening’s theme. On the wall is a
chalkboard with Malaria facts: 655,000 people die from Malaria each year; 90% of people who
die from Malaria live in Africa; the ELCA Malaria Campaign Fund provides healthcare, medicine,
mosquito nets, and education. Themes for the dining experience have included Mardi Gras
where Jambalaya was on the menu. We were surprised by our evening’s theme of “Classic
Calendar Cuisine,” and National Grilled Cheese Day served as the inspiration for our meal.
You can’t begin to imagine how many different ways grilled cheese can be enjoyed, but each
course of the four courses was delicious and unique.

Kyle, Katie & Matt doing a dessert”practice
run” for the January Parlor Dining event.

While the food and the atmosphere make it a special evening, the opportunity to make new
friends and meet new people is especially fun. Among the many thoughtful touches to the
evening, Brett and Brandee provide conversation starters including conversation about one’s
own passions.
As guests were leaving they could be heard saying, “Mmmmm good!,” and “I’m so full!” and “Food is great, company is great, and all
for a good cause!” Rev. Peder Johanson who attended with his wife, Kirsten, reflected, “Makes me want to do something like this.”
Well done Christensen family! They would love to hear from any of you who might have
this type of ministry on your hearts.

Connecting Information:
Brett Christensen - AIM, Our Savior’s, 608-837-3111, for information or to reserve
your spot(s) for the next Parlor Dining Experience, email: brett@oslc-elca.org
Brandee Christensen - brandee.christensen@gmail.com
ELCA - www.elca.org/malaria

Share with God’s people who are
in need. Practice Hospitality.
Romans 12:13
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Making Malaria History
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Prairie du Sac Is More
Than Annoyed With Mosquitos that Carry
Malaria
Prairie du Sac Pastor Sally of began the regular worship
time with announcements and finished with an announcement
regarding the Malaria Campaign. She talked about how
many people die from Malaria every day and as she was
doing that, Pastor Fred Rilling ‘flew’ around ‘biting’ people
and giving them a red ‘bite’ card. Pastor Sally talked more
about how those bites caused death and how simple things
like netting saved people. Mosquito Rilling then tried to bite
through her net but was unable. She took the opportunity to
joke about how such simple netting kept away such ‘annoying’
things. People laughed. It was fun and yet made the point.
They are considering making mosquito masks for children,
engaging them in the role of ‘pests’.

Lord, thank you for the creative energy that helps us to stay light hearted while doing your heavy work.
Madison Christian Community Sponsored an African Market Day
They made $1,490.62 for the malaria campaign and attributed the success to the cross-generational nature of their endeavor.
Because this was not just a Sunday school project or an Advent project or a Hope project, it was not an adult project or a kid’s
project, everyone in the MCC was involved and the sum was greater than the parts. They not only made enough money to purchase
140 nets to protect children and families from malaria, they also came
together as a community and had fun. A mosquito net was set up for
the children to explore and Winifred Brown read, Mimi’s Village” to the
children a story that taught them about malaria and how we can help
the families in Africa.
One child expressed the mood of the day as he ran out of his classroom
and shouted excitedly, “I only have 6 cookies left.” Next, he reported,
“I only have 2 cookies left.” And at last he shouted, “I’ve sold all my
cookies!” There was pride and excitement in being an important part
of this endeavor. Many hours were donated to make bags, jewelry,
cupcakes, cards, soap, and other treasures. Many donations were made
that were far greater than the value of the goods, but this only
reiterates the incredible generosity of both congregations.

CONNECT:

SYNOD GIVING UPDATE: Our synod’s goal is to give
$250,000 by 2015. As of July 1, 2014, our synod has

Eleanor Siebert, ELCA South-Central Synod of Wisconsin
Malaria Team - ejsp@mwt.net - (608) 553-3806

contributed $195,035.27

Jessica Nipp Hacker - ELCA Malaria Campaign
Coordinator - 1800-638-3522 X2724 or email:
malaria@elca.org or Jessica.nipp@elca.org
Resources: www.elca.org/malaria
Curriculum: http://www.elca.org/Resources/ELCA-MalariaCampaign

That’s an average of $1.92 per member. If all congregations
participate in at least one creative activity to raise awareness and
giving for this ministry, we will be able to make our goal!
When we provide mosquito nets and medicine, we help improve the
health of those who suffer from malaria. Not only are we helping to
eliminate deaths from malaria, but for those who support their
families, improved health allows them to return to work and continue
to be productive members of their communities. God is changing
lives through our generosity! Keep up the good work in making
malaria history!
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ELCA South-Central Synod of Wisconsin Congregations

Gone Global!

“There’s no such thing as an
individual congregation or
member or ministry apart
from the work that we all
do together in Christ’s name.
When we see people
engaged in other parts of
the country or world, they
are doing our ministry on
our behalf because we can’t
be there, so really we’re
one church all across the
nation, one church in over
9,000 places. We are
church together!”
Elizabeth Eaton
ELCA Presiding Bishop

Our dinner table talk activity at our synod assembly this year asked banquet attendees to
share conversation about the places in which their congregation has joined in God’s work
globally through mission support and/or ministry. The results may astound you. Did you know
that our congregations are engaged in ministry in at least 59 countries outside the U.S! The
map above shows the countries that were identified. This was an exciting picture to have even
if it may have raised questions in people’s minds. One attendee asked on their survey form
“Why do we support so many global ministries when our churches have so much to support
here?” It is good to struggle with questions like this and surely this attendee is not alone.
Could that be a question on your mind as well? This might help:

During the night, Paul
had a vision: there stood
a man of Macedonia
pleading with him and
saying, ”Come over to
Macedonia and help us.”
When he had seen the
vision, we immediately
tried to cross over to
Macedonia, being
convinced that God had
called us to proclaim the
good news to them.

A simple answer might be that we support those places because we have the resources to
help them in ways that others can’t. But perhaps a better answer has been provided by the
ELCA Division of Global Ministry: “Global Mission in the 21st Century.” It explains the local/
global relationship that is part of God’s plan for us. “The mission of God calls the Christian
community to be equally committed to mission in its local and global contexts, from Jerusalem
to the ends of the earth. Each congregation is called to witness and service within its own
Acts: 16:7-10
fellowship and its immediate neighborhood. God’s mission also calls us to join other
congregations in mission across cultural and national boundaries. Neither calling can be
neglected in the mission of God. The mutual exchange of gifts and resources for God’s mission
takes place within this calling. Just as the local community of faith offers its gifts for the global mission of the church, so it
receives gifts from the global Body of Christ for the strengthening of its local mission.”

Like Paul when he felt the Holy Spirit calling him to proclaim the good news in Macedonia, we are feeling the Spirit’s
calling to walk with our brothers and sisters in global contexts. We help build wells in Sudan, send youth to India for cultural
immersion experiences, support a hospital in India, help buy medicine and mosquito nets to eliminate deaths in Africa from
malaria, we send youth to Ecuador, we assist a congregation in Suriname, we purchase sustainable resources in many
countries for those who are hungry and impoverished, we teach English to students in Mexico, we sponsor a Lutheran Bible
School and Academy in Slovakia, we built a library and continue to resource it at Dar-al-Kalima school in Bethlehem, we
sponsor education costs for children in Guatemala, we sponsor missionaries who bring the Lutheran faith to the spiritually
hungry, we sponsor youth from Slovakia who work for eight weeks at Sugar Creek Bible Camp, and we provide disaster
relief in Papua New Guinea and the Philippines. This is really a short list of the many ways we are participating in God’s
active work in the world!
Connect: http://www.elca.org/en/Our-Work/Global-Church/Global-Church-Sponsorship/Supporting-Global-Ministries
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Our Global Work Through

Young Adults in
Global Mission

Katie Gavle was finishing up her senior year in college when her mother sent her an article
from The Lutheran magazine. She saw an ad for Young Adults in Global Mission. Katie’s mother
knew Katie was looking at Peace Corps and other things and didn’t want to just jump into work
right after college. Katie recalls her discernment process, “It was a Holy Spirit moment, and it
was a really interesting process. I felt so connected and supported all the way through.” It was
clear to her that the people in her life, her family, her church, were supportive of it. She also
noted that the ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission team makes sure that where you go will be
both good for you and good for the community. Having graduated with a Spanish degree, Katie
knew she wanted to go somewhere where Spanish was spoken. Her choices were Argentina and
Mexico, but because there were 5 other “YAGMs” in Cuernavaca, Mexico where she could serve,
she felt having that social connection with the volunteers would help her during her time there.
Her job description was to work with 3 year olds to 5 year olds. It was described as kind of
an English teacher for them. She rotated between classrooms teaching the lesson. “That sounded
pretty straight forward for me as I came from understanding teaching principles and I thought I
had it in the bag! But it wasn’t what my vision was,” she said. ” I had to learn to bend because it
wasn’t what the community needed. The YAGM program is about walking with people and
instead of seeing ourselves as the expert and vehicle of change, we are just suppose to walk with
the people. It was a hard growing experience but everything a growing experience should be.”
Following is an interview with this remarkable young woman whose growing experience is
unmistakable in her reflection of her time as an ELCA Young Adult in Global Ministry.
Q: How did your experience inform your faith and what it means for you to walk with God and
participate with God in the world?
KG: For me, it broke down a lot of barriers or borders that may have existed. We had a lot of
opportunities to learn more about socioeconomic and political situations in Mexico and their
relationship with the United States. It was interesting to start to see these communities instead of
as an “other” but as brothers and sisters, and that, we all, in whatever community we come from,
have our own strengths and struggles and to recognize that we also sometimes just need to be
there for each other and support each other… I think this is the best embodiment of God’s work.
Q: So you find we have things in common with them even though our cultures are so different?
KG: Yes. Some things are so human and universal. We all want to be loved. We all want to be
cared for and we all want to care for others. Seeing some of those very raw and very human
moments in a place that can be so different is such a good reminder that all those identity pieces
we may see in ourselves and in others are just labels, but we are all one in the same.
Q: Do you think you would have figured that out eventually or do you think this experience
catapulted your understanding?
KG: No doubt that it expedited this understanding. This experience forced me to really grapple
with that reality rather than escape from it. Often when we are faced with these mental,
emotional or spiritual challenges where we have to reframe an idea, I think we try to find ways
to get away from that discomfort. When you’re forced to really sit with it and find peace with it
and grow to love it, it is a rare experience. I think ultimately it turns out to be a real blessing,
because sometimes you may not have grown that much… I don’t think I would have grown as
much without that type of experience.
Q: So tell me other reasons why congregations should support Young Adults in Global Mission?
KG: For me, one of the things I appreciate about the program, YAGMs really strive to get some
young adults in the church active as church members and as potential leaders of the church. And
it brings back a whole population of Lutherans with a different and global experience and
perspective which not everybody is able to have. I recognize that I was very lucky to take a
year of my life and do this. Not everybody is able to take a year away from whatever they
have that ties them to home. I realize I was very lucky to be able to do that and grateful to my
church and having a church that supports that lead to a very healthy and open minded church in
a bigger sense.
Q: When you returned, what kinds of things happened in terms of serving as a mission
interpreter.
KG: My home church asked me to do a series of table talks and presentations during services
about my experience there. It was nice to feel support before, during and after I got back.
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People were curious about my experiences. ELCA didn’t ask for anything but encouraged us to participate in a re-entry retreat.
It was a couple months after service, and all returned YAGMS got together. Not only do you deal with cross-cultural
experiences, but there’s a huge roller coaster ride of that reverse culture shock when you come home. Struggling with that is
definitely a very real thing and figuring out how to fit together who you were and who you are now and trying to find that
reconciliation between these different pieces of yourself. One of my favorite things to say now is “First World Problems! My
cell phone is just not working!”

“My host mother would present
a passage at lunch or dinner (or
sometimes catching me offguard as I walked back into the
house after work), and she would
ask me what caught my attention
about it and what I think I need
Q: What else have you learned?
to learn from it and how I can
KG: I try to take as many of the big ideas and keep some of my Mexico self still very present. It has definitely shifted who I
live it. She was an impressive
am. My friends can tell you that I left as a very Type A person and came back a lot less of a Type A person. I have shifted in
force, one to be reckoned with.
who I am and how I view things and how I handle things. I appreciate those changes. I try to make space for those and not lose
She is the type of woman that
those things.
can change lives...she definitely

.”

changed mine
A phrase that we heard over and over again while we were volunteering was “Live Simply.” It’s a simple phrase, but it’s a big
Katie Gavle
idea. There are a few times where this came into a great example. One of the first lessons I learned about some of the
differences between US American culture and Mexican culture was when a neighbor had passed away. The family spent seven
days in mourning and the neighbors would come and spend time with them. Here, when someone passes away, you send cards, buy flowers and bring casseroles.
It’s often very tangible things. When you live in a community where you might not have tangible things to give, they gave of themselves …they gave their time, their
love, their support…it didn’t cost a penny…but it’s just what you have to offer. We all have that to offer all the time. I try to remind myself now, whether people
want to celebrate something or need support in something, often the best gift I have to give is just me…that’s a big lesson!
I find that a lot of the tangible things are distractions. Part of my reverse culture shock was raging against the consumerism here. It was funny, when I left everyone
was using flip phones and when I came back everyone had switched to smart phones. It seemed unimportant, but I had to figure out how to live a life that is both
simple but realistic…I can’t not have a cell phone because I need it to stay in touch with people, but how can I not have it rule my life? To think of them as just
tools…at the end of the day, I’m not happier to have an I-phone, but I’m happier because it helps me stay connected to my friends.
Q: In the end, what did you learn that could help us understand how we can help others who live so differently than us?
KG: We strive to be happy and find happiness…whatever circumstance we come from, we just naturally do that…whether you are a family from affluence, we will
still strive for happiness…and the family that comes from nothing, you will still strive for happinesss…and your definition of happiness will be different and it will
look different. People just want to feel loved. When there is less of those distractions, some of those real truths of who we are and what we need are so much more
apparent…you have to wade through less stuff to get there. Going back to that funeral example, when you don’t have those things to offer, your companionship,
your time and your presence are just as valuable, if not more so.
Q: Did you Lutheran Faith help you while you were there?
KG: Yes, I think one of the things I grew up appreciating about Lutheran theology is your faith isn’t dictated by your good works, but your faith is dictated by your
love and relationship with God. I believe when you can break down a theology into such a simple and powerful message that when you are doing work, whether
it’s global volunteer work or just day to day life stuff here in the U.S., it takes away the pressure to be a perfect human being and to have good works, but to
recognize the flaws in yourself and recognize the flaws in others and love each other all the same. When I was struggling with my morning education site and I
realized I didn’t have to be a perfect teacher and have these kids walking out of there with this great English vocabulary set, I could just let go of that and was more
open to seeing what the community needed. I realized the community needed more of a companion, someone to love those kids, play with them, still teach them, but it
was a different expectation. And I think it was more life giving to me and I was better able to serve the community that way.
The Young Adult in Global Ministry experience has been one of huge growth for me including being able to recognize those really important pieces of life…loving
people and taking care of people and being open to people taking care of me.
Katie is now living, worshipping and working in our synod as an English teacher. We look forward to seeing where the Holy Spirit will take Katie next!

Do you want to know more about the ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission opportunity?

Connect:
For more information on the Young Adults in Global Mission Program:
Rev. Heidi Torgeson-Martinez, ELCA Program Director for Young Adults in Global Mission- 800-638-3522 X2520
ELCA Website: http://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Global-Church/Global-Mission/Young-Adults-in-Global-Mission
Visit their Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/ELCAYAGM
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Just What I’ve Been Thinkin’ About . . .
This life, therefore, is not godliness but the process
of becoming godly, not health but getting well, not
being but becoming…. We are not now what we
shall be, but we are on the way. The process is not
yet finished, but it is actively going on. This is not
the goal but it is the right road.

This quote from Martin Luther reminds us
that life is a journey, not a destination; a
process, not completion.
Recently, I learned of the unexpected
death of a member of the congregation I last
served. I had grown close to this man and his
family over the last couple of years as he struggled with serious health issues.

Canyon Park, Dodgeville, WI

Even though I am no longer this family’s pastor, I grieve for their loss and hold
them close in prayer. I am grateful for the journey we shared for a while.
As we walk through this life we are blessed to be accompanied along the
way by different people for varying lengths of time. Each of these
companions on the way brings their own unique and special gifts to us during
the time we share, just as they leave a little of themselves with us and take a
little bit of us with them when our paths diverge.
People enter and leave our lives at various points along our life’s journey,
but the God in whose hands all of life is held, is ever at our side – walking life’s
path with each person, accompanying, guiding, at times carrying, but never
letting us go alone. As we enter and leave one another’s lives, we entrust
ourselves and those we love to the grace and care of God.
Dodgeville, WI

Throughout our lives we say goodbye to people who have grown dear to
us and at the same time we welcome new companions. I am honored and
privileged to walk this road for a while with each of you.

God’s peace,
Photos of
“Wisconsin
Paths”

Bishop Mary Froiland
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