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Who Is My
Neighbor?
editor’s letter
“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”
Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.
This is the first and greatest commandment. And the
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself. All
the Law and the Prophets hang on these two.
Matthew 22:36-40
As I hope you will see from these stories, the neighbors we serve through
God’s church are diverse! You’ll find we serve neighbors who have
previously been incarcerated and are getting a fresh start through the Just
Bakery program of Madison Area Urban Ministries “MUM”. We serve
neighbors through ELCA Global Ministries and pastors like Kirsten Fryer
who serves a growing community of refugees through St. Andrews in Cairo,
Egypt and Rev. Carolyn Schneider who serves as a teacher in an international university in Hong Kong. And we share our faith with those who need
to learn Jesus loves them through St. Luke’s in Middleton who doubled their
VBS outreach to neighbors because of the generosity of their congregation.
These stories caught our attention because these people whom God has
called to kingdom work do not walk alone. They are walking together with
our faith communities in the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin in order to
make their ministries happen. They are boldly asking for help and asking
those who will listen to share in their ministries. We hope you find their
passion and sense of purpose inspiring to your understanding of what it
means to love your neighbor as yourself.

On the cover: Philip Thomas, Baker and
Trainer at Just Bakery sells fresh baked
goods in congregations on Sunday
mornings. See the full story about these
special neighbors!
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Just Bakery:
A Fresh
Start for Our
Neighbors
Just Bakery Students are in class five days a week for four months and graduate with skills that make them
particularly attractive hires for area restaurants, grocery stores and hospital cafeterias.

Carmella Glenn, Coordinator, of Just Bakery wears many hats as
coordinator, instructor, marketer, recruiter and case manager! With
her degrees in both criminal justice and culinary arts, it really is no
wonder that the program is poised to become wildly successful!

Now in its third year of operation, the program is attractive for
many reasons. First, there is no cost to participate. It is funded
through partnerships with United Way and the county. In addition
Lakeview Lutheran Church in Madison has supported the program
by providing classroom space for the past two and a half years.
This has been instrumental to their success because students spend
the first part of the program in the classroom, developing the skills
necessary to work as a baker, studying food safety, bakery math
& measurements, nutrition and food science, and life and
employment skills.

Lakeview has enjoyed supporting the program and
building relationships with the students. Pastor of
Lakeview, Rev. Dean Kirst, responded to an invitation from
Just Bakery has
transformed the lives Madison Area Urban Ministry to provide classroom space
nearly 2.5 years ago and he is very glad they did. “It’s
The ELCA has as its banner for our kingdom work
of many students like really neat to have them here because we get to build
together, “Always Being Made New.” As Lutherans, we
Philip Thomas who community between groups of people who wouldn’t
understand that we are made new every day because of
arrives at the bakery normally spend time with each other. There is one 20-year
what God has done in Christ and continues to do in and
old student who came back after he graduated to
at 1:00 in the
through us for the life of the world.
participate in our senior luncheon and play in the Euchre
morning, concerned tournament. We always invite the new classes to join us
Just Bakery is an embodiment of that resurrection
that his dough turns once a month for this meal and he was one of the
theology. A sixteen week bakery career training
regulars.”
out “just right.”
program offered by Madison-Area Urban Ministry, Just
Bakery has transformed the lives of many students who
Lakeview’s office administrator, Laura Jasiczek,
have had chronic barriers to employment, including
explains
the importance of their hospitality. “We offer
criminal conviction, homelessness and educational challenges. By
hospitality
in
other
ways and actually try to have a relationship
enrolling in the four month program, the students have an
with
the
students.
We
introduce them to the food pantry and want
opportunity to learn life-long culinary skills that make them
them
to
be
comfortable
here. They are also invited to worship but
especially desirable candidates for restaurants, grocery stores,
the
most
important
thing
is for them to know that this is a safe place
and hospital cafeterias. They learn the skills necessary for careers
for
them
with
no
strings
attached.”
in baking, food safety and other related industries and are given
an opportunity to make a fresh start.
Pastor Kirst is conscientious when it comes to caring for our
The training is done on large scale kitchen equipment specifically
to make the graduates more attractive hires for large businesses
who have the capacity to employ the Just Bakery students.
Carmella Glenn, Program Coordinator of the Just Bakery program
explains, “It’s not small pastry training that will help them find the
right kind of employment. We train them on commercial size
equipment so they are able to find the kind of jobs that pay
enough to help them support themselves.”

neighbors and understands how to get at the heart of the needs of
the most vulnerable. He explains that a good number of students
are living at the Huber Center or Fair Housing Center and are able
to come out for education during the day and return to those
places at night. The Lakeview kitchen and other parts of the church
are open to them for their use. Sometimes they bring their own
food and use the kitchen to fry up some eggs or make themselves a
bowl of cereal. Sometimes their family members bring food over
for them so they can make a meal from it. So hospitality extends
beyond the classroom space. “We have a public wi-fi and
computer lab, so if they don’t have access to a computer, they can
Walking Together Summer/Fall 2016 - page 3

Congregations serve as a point of sale for Just Bakery items that are baked by the students. Philip (on the cover) is not only a baker, but also a
trainer and takes great pride in the quality of their product. All proceeds go back into the program and visiting congregations is another great
way for them to build community relationships. Members experience how delicious their baked goods are, so happily, they often sell out!
get it from Lakeview. When you are staying in a shelter, you
have to leave at 7 am in the morning and return at 5, so if a
class gets cancelled, the students can still come to Lakeview and
hang out and have a safe space to spend their day” explains Pr.
Kirst.
Students who have completed the program are a witness to
the transformative power that the Just Bakery program has had
on their lives. “This could be a life changing moment. It’s more
than just baking!” “Having people believe in you and want you
to succeed has helped me stay motivated. If you want to move
forward and start a new path, this program is for you.”
Philip Thomas is one of those students whose life has been
transformed through this ministry. He came from the inner city of
Chicago where drug dealing was a way of life. After spending
time in prison, Philip found himself wanting to make a better life
for himself. He visited family in Madison and while here was
introduced to the Just Bakery program. After three years of
hard work, he has become a leader in the program, serving as a
baker and sometimes as a teaching assistant and trainer. “I
don’t want to be anyone’s boss; I just want to teach them what I
have learned the last three years,” Philip said. “For example, I
have learned what I need to do to adjust to the temperature and
humidity so my dough turns out right,” and he arrives at the
bakery at 1:00 a.m. to do that. He admits that making
adjustments like that is like life …you need to make adjustments
to your surroundings in order to be successful. “While I still see
some of those high risk people in my life, now I carry other things
in my pockets. I bring brochures instead and tell them about the
program.”
“What I love best working with Phil is how much he gets it and
how much that shows. I see his confidence growing and see him
naturally progressing as a leader,” Coordinator Glenn said. “He
was here before me but I’m tougher than my predecessor and I
know what I want and I push hard, and he always says, ‘Okay
boss lady.’” He has a good sense of humor and tells the

students, “If you’re really good at selling, it’s the perfect job for
you!” “He is a dedicated and conscientious employee.”
Just Bakery needs outlets to sell the items they bake and
congregations make great “outlet stores” for them. Trinity
Lutheran (Madison), Messiah Lutheran (Madison), Our Savior’s
(Sun Prairie), and Advent/Madison Christian Community are
regular customers inviting Just Bakery to sell baked goods
around worship service times. The baked goods range from
delicious sour dough to sweet breads to scones, cookies and
delectable cinnamon rolls. All the proceeds go back to the
program.
But Carmella explains that the purpose of selling baked
goods in congregations goes beyond point of sale. It is an
opportunity to build relationships to grow the program. For
example, a member of a congregation does seasonal hiring and
is keeping Just Bakery students in mind. Another member needs
baked items for special events. So those connections are
helpful in building their business and finding placements for
their students.
These relationships have resulted in increased orders and
demand. They now bake 10,000 cookies per month, 1,000
loaves of bread and 6,000 quick breads every two weeks.
They appreciate special orders. They are serving for example,
the central library with dessert orders, the University with
cookie orders, and the hospital cafeteria with bread orders.
The demand for their baked goods has increased to the
point where expansion is necessary. Currently they have been
renting space for training and classes at the Food Enterprise
and Economic Development (FEED) Kitchen. But they are feeling
the need to reduce their overhead. Porchlight has purchased a
property on Lien road so they are building their own
commercial kitchen for the Just Bakery Program. But Glenn
admits, “Lakeview is home for us, so we will likely still hold some
training there.”
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How Congregations Can Help
In addition to inviting them in to sell their baked
goods, congregations can also help by
supporting students by having lunch once a week
or coffee, checking in with them and also helping
with math and reading. “It’s nice to have people
who can come in once a week to work one-onone with the students. We find a huge difference
in test scores with students who have that type of
support and accountability. Mock interviewing
would be another area where people could help,
so people with management or HR experience
would be appreciated,” states Glenn.
Carmella wants them to be successful, watches
their scores and sends them out when she feels
they’re ready. She appreciates the students that
come back and check in and give back to the
program. She also appreciates the quality of
instructors that teach the classes.

Lakeview Lutheran Church in Madison has provided classroom space for
Just Bakery for the past two and half years.

States Glenn, “It’s a win/win for the students and the
community. 97 % of the people that go to prison are coming
home. They are probably moving into your neighborhoods and
living next to you and you don’t even know it. Training programs
like this give them exactly what everybody wants which is a life
and a wage that can help you take care of your family and be a
member of the community. We can either have monsters living
next to us or we can have people who have been gainfully
employed and are contributing members of society, paying taxes
and living as productive citizens.”
In existence for 3 years this August, Carmella Glenn took over
the coordination position two years ago while working on a
masters degree. When Linda Ketcham offered her the job, she
realized that with her culinary degree and criminal justice
degree, she may never find another job that utilizes both of her
passions and areas of expertise. Carmella is case manager,
teacher, marketer, and scheduler. She wears many hats and
loves the variety and just hopes at the end of the day that she
gets it all done. She is happy that program enrollment last year
was 62 students and they are on goal to have 82 students this
year.
Just Bakery doesn’t just offer fresh baked goods, it offers a
fresh start. People like Philip help us tell a story about the
transformative power of God’s love. Those of us who gratefully
see God at work in this ministry know that by working together,
our congregations can play a huge role in helping to provide a
fresh start for these neighbors who are among the most
vulnerable. And when you sink your teeth into their delicious
bakery items, you will know that you have just been fed by
people who God is using to bake food for you…really good
food…the kind of food that feeds your body and your soul.

CONNECT:
To invite Just Bakery to
your congregation to sell
baked items, contact:
Carmella Glenn,
Coordinator at:
(608) 843-9975

To connect with
congregations that have
participated in this
manner:
Lakeview Lutheran
(Madison) - Rev. Dean
Kirst - (608) 244-6181

CONNECT AND EQUIP!

Trinity Lutheran (Madison) - Rev. Sue Schneider
First Lutheran Church
(608) 249-8527
612 North Randall Avenue
Janesville,
WI
Our Savior’s (Sun Prairie) - Deacon Vicki Hanrahan
(608) 270-0201
Rev. Jim Melvin
Rev. Stephen Marsh - Lake Edge - serves on MUM
board
Senior
Pastor
- (608) 222-7339
608-752-7434
office@flcj.org
Advent/Madison Christian Community - Rev. Nick
Utphall
(608) 824-1761

Rev. Naomi Garber
Administrative
Messiah Lutheran Church - Cottage Grove
Road - Rev. Pastor
608-752-7434
Jeff VandenHeuvel - (608) 222-3833
Ms. Peg Ekedahl
Associate in Ministry
608-449-7722
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A Vacation Bible
School that
Reaches
Out to
Neighbors
All You Need Is
A Can,
A Leap of Faith,
and
A Generous
Congregation!
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It

sometimes happens in our
congregations. VBS programs start
to run out of steam and each year,
we find it more challenging to get
that stopped train going again. We
see a decline in attendance and a
lack of volunteer leadership.
Perhaps we have lost sight of its
value.
Maybe we need new
leadership that has fresh energy
and passion. Perhaps we have
forgotten how important recruiting
is to successful VBS programming.
Maybe “we’ve always done it that
way” to death!
Or maybe our program is showing
signs of success, but we just need to
figure out a way to be more
invitational to kids in the community.
The latter was the realization of the
leaders of St. Luke’s Lutheran
Church in Middleton. Their hope
and goal of Vacation Bible School
was to make it more invitational to
kids in the community with or without
a home church, so a great deal of
their creative thinking and planning
the past two years has gone into
creating an outreach Vacation Bible
School that is open and free to all.
Throughout the year, they continued
to ask themselves, “How can we
make VBS more of an outreach and
more invitational to kids who aren’t
members of St. Luke’s?”
Their
passio n, t ho ught f ulne ss and
creativity paid off as over the past
two years, they have grown their
attendance from 90 to 175 kids
registered.

The outreach possibilities of their
approach garnered our attention.
Whether their approach can be
modeled in whole or in part in your
congregation, some of their ideas
may inspire you if you find
yourselves needing to re-energize.
Here’s what they did:
The Ask: First, they took a leap of
faith and asked the congregation to
financially support all the costs
associated with Vacation Bible
School so that all kids could attend
free of charge. This, they decided,
would make it easy for their kids to
invite their friends and would
remove any financial barriers,
especially for families with multiple
children where multiplied
registration fees can make VBS cost
-prohibitive.
Whether members
had children or not, all members
were invited to support this ministry
and were reminded that VBS has
the potential to reach a sizable
audience of kids, youth and adults
with the good news of Jesus Christ.
Members were asked to consider
this one of St. Luke’s biggest
ministries as no other current
programming offered by their
church brings over 200 souls into the
church for a full week or offers that
level of outreach to their neighbors.
The congregation responded
generously and they were able to
use the funds to cover all expenses
and they didn’t have to sacrifice
any of the programming.
The Program:
Pastor Heather
Hayward explained that the Cave
Quest program from Group

Wa

Publishing was purchased because it
has everything a congregation
needs for a week-long VBS
program. All the materials arrive
safely in the mail in a can. Kids
spent each day spelunking through
field-tested activity stations with
their Cave Crews (small groups of
up to 5 kids and one leader). Every
station was designed to reinforce
the daily Bible Point around Jesus
being the light of the world in a
hands-on, interactive way that kept
everyone engaged. Jeff Rohlwing,
Music Director, explained the music
is also an important piece of what
they look for in a VBS program.
They look for music that is
accessible. The music for Cave
Quest can be heard on Christian
radio stations, so it is familiar. It
has some original songs too, but
much of it is music you can hear on
102.5 Christian rock so it is already
familiar to a lot of the kids and
adults participating.
The Hype and Promotion of VBS:
The music is an important part of
promoting the program too. The
kids who signed up received a copy
of the CD, so the kids could listen to
the music before they got there and
then it was all familiar to them. The
donations that they received helped
to pay for these. Jeff explained
the quality of the music has to be
such that a parent would want to
listen to it over and over again.
Promotion is mostly word of mouth
and friends inviting friends. “It
makes it easier to invite when you
say it’s a great thing and there’s no
cost and even if someone is coming
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as a means of free childcare, they get
the word of Jesus Christ, so that’s also a
great thing!” said Pr. Hayward. “Plus
there are all the people who help lead
and make VBS happen that are
impacted.”

+
+

Timing Is Everything: St. Luke’s holds
their VBS June 27 - June 30 which is two
weeks after school is out and Pr. Heather
hesitates to change the date because
people are starting to plan for those
anticipated dates. They need 75 middle
and high school age kids to make the
numbers work and in August those
students are already back to athletics.
The Days Include: The program opens
with the children’s choir leading the kids
in song. In the spring, Jeff teaches the
songs and signs to all the kids in the
children’s choir so they can lead them all
week long for VBS. Jeff played guitar
and even four and five year olds helped
lead the group! “The goal is to make
them feel like it’s their own thing,” said
Jeff.
The Cave Quest message is all about
finding the light in darkness and that
Jesus is the light of the world. Every day
had a bible story and bible point that
went with it. Pastor Heather led the
opening with the bible point: Jesus gives
us direction, hope, courage, power and
love, and all the kids would respond,
“Follow Him!”
The pre-school group met until noon and
Jeff would do a closing worship with
them, while the older kids gathered in
Fellowship Hall for lunch.
In the afternoon, they took the older kids
on multiple field trips related to the
theme. One day they went to Cave of
the Mounds, other days they visited the
UW Geology Museum, Legacy Academy
and ‘Rockin’ Jump. They rented two
school busses to transport the kids to
these activities. On the final day, the
local fire department was invited to
engage in water activities with the kids
and a snow cone food truck was hired to
serve snow cones to the kids. “It is a
whole building adventure,” admits
Pastor Heather.

= 175 souls who
learned Jesus is
the Light of the

Lessons Learned: “We’re learning
every year and numbers are growing
significantly. It’s really helpful to have a
great crew of Sunday school helpers to
have their advice going into it and to
have their input for the debriefing
afterward,” said Pr. Heather.

Volunteer recruiting is huge. Pr. Heather
starts the process for that in March for a
June VBS. ”It’s helpful when recruiting
that people know that it’s coming and it’s
always the same week.
We also
learned it’s helpful to recruit people that
don’t get freaked out by chaos because
it can be holy chaos,” reflects Pr.
Heather.
Another important volunteer role is that
of a photographer who can take
pictures of the whole VBS. Pictures the
photographer takes become part of the
closing worship.
And while the program promoted crossgenerational groups or “crews” and they
value the benefits of that, they are
looking for a way to do that while still
allowing the kids to stay with the friend
(s) they invited.
Reactions from Kids: The reactions
have been overwhelmingly positive.
What the staff at St. Luke’s continue to
hear is that when parents ask their kids
what their favorite thing was this
summer, they say, “VBS!”
If your VBS programming has lost its
steam, just remember that VBS has as its
most beautiful reward that kids learn
that Jesus loves them. Combining fun with
faith gets their attention in a big way
and might be the first step in their
relationship with Jesus. Perhaps it’s time
for new visioning.
Want a VBS program that rocks?
Consider buying a can, taking a leap of
faith and asking your congregation to
be generous to make it happen!

CONNECT:
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Middleton
(608) 831-6084
Rev. Heather Hayward,
HHayward@stlukes-elca.org
Jeff Rohlwing - Music Director
jrohlwing@stlukes-elca.org
CaveQuest - Group Publishing
https://www.group.com/category/ministryresources/childrens-ministry/vbs/cavequest.do

World!
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“We are facing the biggest refugee and displacement
crisis of our time. Above all, this is not just a crisis of
numbers; it is also a crisis of solidarity.”

I H AVE E VE RY T H I N G I N E E D

-Ban Ki Moon

PSALM 23

United Nations
Secretary General

Rostered in our synod, ELCA missionaries Rev. Kirsten Fryer and
Rev. Carolyn Schneider recently came back to the United States
and visited with congregations and supporters, sharing stories of
the work they are doing through ELCA Global Missions. Most
people will never be able to visit them in their contexts so these
visits become a time to take us on brief "tours" of the places they
serve and the people with whom they walk. Rev. Carolyn
Schneider currently serves as an Associate Professor of Church
History at the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Hong Kong and Rev.
Kirsten Fryer serves as pastor of St. Andrew's United Church of
Cairo as pastoral associate to the refugee ministry of St.
Andrews Refugee Service “StARS” in Cairo, Egypt.
We are grateful to tell their stories of how God is at work in the
world and how we can be more helpful in serving our neighbors
across the ocean.
Adult classes at St. Andrews Refugee Service include hand crafts.
Interview with REV. KIRSTEN FRYER
WT: Tell us about the community in which you serve.
KF: St. Andrews Refugee Service, “StARS,” was founded in 1979 by members of St. Andrews United Church of Cairo who saw a need
for English language instruction among refugees in Cairo. Adult classes include English and Arabic literacy, hand crafts, livelihood,
technology/IT, basic business practices, education and capacity building, professional development, CV writing and teacher training for
community schools.
We also offer one-one-one legal and psychosocial care and support for unaccompanied children who are in Cairo without a parent or
guardian. An “Unaccompanied Youth Bridging Program” provides education for children coming to Egypt. They assist children in finding
safe living in the community and often live with other unaccompanied children. They are entitled to 400 pounds a month which isn’t
enough.
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WT: Who are the most vulnerable?
WT: How do they get to St. Andrews?
KF: It’s a long way from Cairo. They
come from Sudan across the land
borders often through smugglers and
human traffickers. In some cases it’s all
part of a deal to get them to the north
coast to be able to get on boats.
Smuggling is happening as a business
operation. Smugglers offer the routes
and passage bribing the appropriate
people to get them through. Trafficking
is trickier. We’ve had cases of human
trafficking coming out of Ethiopia.
We’ve had reported cases (unverified)
particularly from Somali’s with organ
trafficking where victims wake up and
find their organs have been harvested.
WT: How is St. Andrews exceptional?
As far as we know, it’s the only
program in Cairo where you can
receive psychosocial assistance and
possibility of education and legal aid.
The legal aid team screens resettlement
cases for all unaccompanied youth and
are the only organization that receives
referrals and self referrals for
resettlement aid. The largest group
was the Arabic group and over the
course of 8 weeks, they had over 2500
cases of men and women who
requested to be interview by the UN.
They will be randomly assigned to
legal officers to tell their story who then
screen out the most vulnerable cases for
a more in depth interview to prepare a
recommendation for the UN to begin a
resettlement process. About 20 percent
of their work is resettlement and 80
percent of the work is refugee status
determination and protection work, so
we are working with people who have
come to Cairo and have approached
the UN to claim asylum and have not
yet been designated as refugees. We
help prepare people for those
interviews and teach them why it is
important to tell their stories to make
sure people are making the process the
most efficient and they’re not feeling
like they have to tell a story that is not
their own in order to achieve that
refugee status. The vast majority of
people who come to Cairo meet the UN
definition of Refugee.

KF: The most vulnerable cases are
LGBT, victims of torture, victims of
sexual violence, unaccompanied youth.
In some cases, religious conversion cases
can be particularly vulnerable
particularly if the family is not
supportive.
WT: Where do you fit into the work?
KF: I am the Pastor of the congregation
that is the umbrella over the
organization and I sit on the advisory
board of directors. I meet with the
directors of each of the programs on a
weekly basis and also do the
communications, the newsletter and the
annual report. The vast majority of
work is pastoral care, preaching,
worship leadership, financial
bookkeeping and office administration.
It’s a small congregation of 30 regular
attenders, but there are 10 other
congregations that use the space…
mostly refugees, two Egyptian groups
that started as a youth group in the
1950s and are still meeting who are so
dedicated and generous. The rest are
refugee congregations from Sudan and
Ethiopia. The community includes a
Pentecostal church, 2 Presbyterian, one
Lutheran church from the border region
between Sudan and South Sudan and a
group of Sudanese, and a group of
women from the Nuba mountains who
meet for worship and bible study. It is
a busy place!
WT: Are you finding joy and meaning
in your work?
Yes. One example, I work with the
leaders of the congregations and am
currently leading a bible study with a
Nuer congregation. Bible study with
them brings the scriptures alive in a
way that I haven’t experienced before.
Particularly in the creation story when
God creates cattle and the Christmas
story with the shepherds. As people
who come from cattle herding culture,
those two stories were so moving for
them and their reactions were
fascinating and beautiful. They were
struck that cattle were named and they
talk about the gift of cattle to people in
South Sudan and the places where they
come from. They were impressed that
God noticed the shepherds and that it
was the shepherds that God gave the
good news to first. They are not

South Sudanese & Ethiopian colleagues gather with Rev.
Fryer for the celebration of the baptism of her daughter.

forgotten in their vocation. It made
their work seem holy.
Occasionally I will be called into cases
with people who just need to pray. The
UN is incredibly overwhelmed and one
time asked me to tell them if a
refugee’s story was a legitimate claim.
So I listened to her story and those
moments are such holy moments to work
with such vulnerable cases of people
who have been waiting for a very long
time. I was then able to write a report
and a recommendation for the appeal.
The little congregation is an
international, ecumenical congregation.
We speak several different languages
at home. We certainly don’t all
believe in the same way, but my very
favorite part of worship is serving
communion when we all come together
and we all understand each other at
the table to receive the body and
blood of Christ and then go out to do
what God calls us to do. The table of
St. Andrews expands to the other
congregations and the ministry of
StARS.
We have an ELCA World Hunger grant
that provides food for any child that is
there at a meal time, breakfast and a
hot lunch for any child that is there at
the school during meal time. We feed
between 300 and 350 children per
day. Meal times is a fun time to get
together with students and staff to talk
about our origins. The children come
predominantly from Ethiopia, South
Sudan, Sudan, Somalia and Eritrea.
They know they are safe…StARS is a
place where they can play freely on
the playground.
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Kids receive a small amount of money
per month to support their housing costs
and that money comes through CARITAS
Catholic organization.
The money that the ELCA gives provides
the feeding program, staff support and
undesignated giving, pastors of refugee
congregations for living and professional
development. They realized two years
ago that the programming for
unaccompanied children and youth was
inadequate, so the undesignated giving
allowed them to address those needs.
Kirsten has an emergency fund that she
administers through the church used for
one time gifts for dire emergency
circumstances. It is almost always used
for food for unaccompanied children
who had been living on the street for
over a week and hadn’t eaten for
several days.
WT: How do children get separated
from their parents?
It depends on the country. In some cases,
they are sent ahead by their parents to
get them out of situations that are
unsafe. In some cases, there is
trafficking, in some cases something
happened and they were away from
each other and they just end up getting
separated at some point and end up
going different directions.
There are identified youth advocates,
graduates of Unaccompanied Youth
Bridge Program, UYBP, in those groups
who are youth leaders who speak on
behalf of unaccompanied youth and they
are so articulate and inspiring and heart
breaking at the same time.

issues, but they come here and realize
they are not alone and there are people
who can help them who have a much
better grasp of helping with medical
care and educational grants.
And they love to play with whatever
they can get their little hands and feet
on: bottles, cans, bottle caps, crumpled
up paper. If we have a ball, it’s a very
special day. We have a basketball
group for boys and girls. Those are
opportunities for them to come together
and learn that they are not as different
from each other as newspapers would
have them believe they are.
The longest standing population is from
Sudan and South Sudan…you hear
about the lost boys of Sudan and they
are still in Cairo.
If they could, many of them say they wish
they could go home. But they don’t
always know who’s still at home. I often
hear laments when they hear of people
who die in their country or when someone
from their country arrives. People don’t
typically come to Egypt, hoping to stay
in Egypt forever, but some are third
generation families that are still here.
Egypt is a difficult place to live for
Refugees because population growth is
difficult to begin with but to add over
250,000 asylum seekers makes it even
more challenging.

WT: It’s hard for me to be here listening
to these stories…is it easier to be there
because you are helping, or is it harder
because you are so close?
YES. It’s both. It is hard to be there
because we are so close to this
adversity. The thing that gives me hope
is the community that is allowed to be
together here. And I have resources and
I know that when I walk through these
gates, I’ll be safe here. We hear over
and over again from church members,
clients, students, staff that the refugees
think they are the only one facing these

a camp in Kenya for 7 or 8 years. She
has such passion for the work she does
and goes above and beyond to serve
the unaccompanied children. She
understands firsthand the impossibility of
living the way refugees live, living 10
people to a flat, or being 17 years old
and being dropped off in a huge city
and made to fend for yourself.
WT: Do some of these children end up
with PTSD?
Absolutely…there is desperation and
incredibly difficult circumstances that you
come from, and you can’t speak the
language. People lose hope and turn to
the sea. I’ve heard it said they believe
nobody wants them…only the sea wants
them. You start to understand when you
understand all the circumstances that
come together to make them desperate.
One of the statistics of Mediterranean
voyages, already 7,000 unaccompanied
children have landed in Italy. We try to
help them understand that getting to
Europe is not the magic answer.
Right now, the U.S. is the only country
resettling non-Syrian refugees. The
screening process is painful and long and
worldwide, only 1% of refugees are
resettled per year. Forcibly displaced
are over 64 million refugees who are
living in urban refugee camps, asylum
seekers, eternally displaced. The camps
are so big now and you have to take
care of yourself. You can take care of
your basic needs, but there is violence
and there is trafficking, so there is
danger. Syria’s problems are
complicated. The regime is very violent
and stories of the violence are horrible.
WT: What feeds your faith? What
keeps you going?

WT: Tell Us About the Staff at StARS.
Who are they and why are they there?
80% of the staff are refugees. They do
the work they do because they are
called to do it. They don’t necessarily
want to stay there. The legal aid office
is made up of mostly foreign western
staff. One of the staff for example is
Girgish. She is from Eritrea and lived in

My husband and I feel very called to this
work. I think Lutheran theology is so
important to this particular line of work
because it allows us to live in the
shadows and the promise that comes
through the theology of the cross, the
promise of resurrection. I see those little
glimpses of resurrection hope in children
from different places playing together
and multigenerational community life. I
see both Christians and Muslims sitting
together and being able to find a place
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where they can be together amidst so
much darkness that could lead to loss of
hope. But I still talk to people and hear
hope and particularly among our
congregations that meet there. I witness
the power that comes in Jesus’ name and
the way that faith brings us together at
the table where we don’t share the same
language, but we can understand each
other at the table. St. Andrews is a
beautiful reflection of the body of Christ
and a Pentecost church at work. I see
Pentecost alive every time we gather for
worship. The Spirit is calling us together
and allowing us when we speak the name
of Jesus and speak the Lord’s prayer,
and all the pieces of the liturgy we know
and might not exactly know what’s being
said, but we can follow and that unites us
in a way that very little else can.

CONNECT:
What Can We Do?
Kirsten heard this question many times
over the summer as she talked about
the statistics and the work of St.
Andrew's. The numbers are
overwhelming and the need is so
great. No matter where you are in the
world, there are ways you can
contribute to this ministry and to the
response to the overall refugee crisis
around the world.
1. You can pray
The importance of prayer cannot be
understated. Pray for peace. Pray for
justice. Pray for world leaders to be
open to new possibilities that bring
about lasting, sustainable peace for all
people. Pray for eyes to be
opened. Pray for refugees, asylum
seekers, and those who work with
them. Pray for those who see no
future. Pray for hope. And trust in
those "sighs too deep for words to
express" when you feel your words are
not enough.
2. You can speak up
Speak up when you hear
misinformation being spread. Write
letters or call your members of
Congress to advocate for refugees to
be resettled. Sign the
UNHCR#WithRefugees petition, to be
delivered to the UN Headquarters
on September 19. Lutheran Immigration
and Refugee Service has an advocacy

Missionary Sponsorship
You or your church can sponsor
Kirsten through ELCA Global Mission.
Learn more at
http://elca.org/globalchurch
Gifts can be sent in the following
ways:
By check:
Make payable to “ELCA Global
Church Sponsorship” with “Fryer
GCS2011” in the memo line. Give
through your synod office or mail
your check to:
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America

Through the night of dark and
sorrow, onward goes the pilgrim

Gift Processing Center
P.O. Box 1809
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009.

band,

By credit or debit card:

singing songs of

See https://community.elca.org/
Egypt or call 800-638-3522 and
specify “Fryer GCS2011”.

expectation, marching to the
promised land.
Clear before us through the darkness
gleams and burns the guiding light;
pilgrim clasps the hand of pilgrim
stepping fearless through the night.
page, with action points and sample
letters or phone scripts.
3. You can learn more
Here are a few recent sources of
information that you may find helpful in
learning about the refugee crisis,
resettlement, and refugee realities.

By automatic monthly bank
withdrawal, or to establish a
covenant of prayer, communication
and support:
Contact 800-638-3522, ext. 2657,
or globalchurch@elca.org
If you have not done so already,
please fill out a Sponsorship
Covenant Form, which can be found
by clicking "Support" at http://
elca.org/Resources/ELCA-GlobalChurch-Sponsorship

United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees “UNCHR”
UNHCR Global Trends: Forced
Displacement in 2015
UNHCR #With Refugees Stories
"This American Life" episodes on July 29
("Are We There Yet?") and August 5
("Don't Have to Live Like a Refugee")
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee
Service "Mythbusters"
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The ELCA connects with churches internationally in a number of ways, one of which is through the work
of its Division for Global Mission, which sends out people like Rev. Carolyn Schneider as partners in the
ministry of Lutheran churches around the world. Rev. Schneider teaches church history at the Lutheran
Theological Seminary in Hong Kong. She is a rostered leader of our synod.

WT: Tell us about your journey in getting here and becoming a professor in Hong Kong for ELCA Global Mission.
CS: My Dad was a missionary in the Philippines…all three of us were born there and we went to school there until I was 15 so there
was a history of our family living overseas and doing missionary work, particularly in Asia. We went to an international school there
that we all loved, so for me there’s always been a part of me trying to capture that international school. I taught for 12 years at TX
Lutheran University after getting my PhD in Christian doctrine in Princeton Seminary. My specialty area was Luther and I always had
an interest in the early church particularly the 4th century church, particularly in Egypt, so I wanted to pursue that interest. I left my job
at TLU and took three years studying a manuscript in Coptic and translating it and writing about it and going to Egypt and
volunteering at the seminary in Egypt, so I know Kirsten’s congregation very well as I worshipped with them before she was there. It’s a
really precious congregation and I’m one of her sponsors. As I was finishing the book, I was looking for another teaching position and
went to the ELCA Division for Global Mission because they list openings for all kinds of Global ministry positions around the world and I
found this seminary professor position in Hong Kong. They were looking for someone who specialized in early church.
WT: Tell us more about your call through Global Mission?
CS: I answered a call in 2014. It’s a four year contract and if everyone is happy, we’ll renew. Global Missions has all kinds of
positions…medical positions and English teaching positions and people with technical skills, agricultural skills, computer skills and
working with machines. Most of them are volunteer positions.
WT: How is your ministry of education bearing fruit?
The school is the only international seminary in Hong Kong. The President, Dr. Simon Chow likes to talk about the school as a threelegged school. One leg is preparing leaders for the churches in Hong Kong, one is preparing leaders for the seminaries and churches
in mainland China and one is preparing leaders for the churches in the rest of south-east Asia. There are courses in Cantonese for the
local Hong Kong students and there are some courses in Mandarin for mainland Chinese and there are courses in English for the
overseas students. My classes include Hong Kong students and Chinese students. English is the common language but not their first
language so it is quite challenging. Students come for a masters degree, masters of divinity or Master of Theology, doctorate for
teaching in a seminary.
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The challenge in Southeast Asia that we’re helping to meet is
most of the students are coming to study English in a one year
course or they are coming because they are in a doctoral
program or MTH program and most of those people are training
to be seminary professors in seminaries back home. The challenge
in SE Asia that we’re meeting is the development of the seminaries.
Especially in countries like Myanmar…they’re just really starting to
work on developing their seminaries and the church is growing
there so they need trained leaders and we can do that for them.
WT: What other church bodies do you work with?

WT: What are some of the issues that these pastors and leaders
will face in their countries?
CS: In Mainland China, I taught a research skills intensive one day
course for advance study students. Most of the students were
interested in church administration. We work with the official
churches of China. They are really big with thousands of
members. So the pastors are really interested in learning how to
administer these large churches with many programs and many
people and finances are a big issue for them. For those pastors,
they have to administer well because they have a delicate
relationship with the government. If the government wants to
discipline them somehow, they will look for problems in their
administration, so they have to administer well. For example,
there’s a province in China where they are taking the crosses
down off the buildings and they are going after the churches there
as a test case to see what kind of reaction they get in that
province. The pastors have to be politically savvy and administer
well. If there are financial irregularities in the church, it’s an
excuse to get rid of the pastor or shut them down. So they are
very interested in learning how to run a large congregation very
well.

CS: My one doctoral student is from Indonesia. She’s going to be
a professor there and her husband is looking to see if there are
ways that the church in Indonesia can use education as mission
work because Indonesia is a Muslim country so there the church has
a challenge of operating in a Muslim environment. It’s a very
open type of Islam. It’s not a strict environment, but in an Islamic
country, conversion to another religion from Islam is not allowed,
so mission work is delicate and has to be indirect. How does one
do mission work and not antagonize them? If she gets a doctorate
degree in Church History, they won’t have to send students to
Hong Kong to learn Church history.
Students from Cambodia, Laos, Viet Nam and Thailand and
Taiwan come to study English. They learn theological English and
will learn the Bible in English. Usually if they study English it’s a
first step toward further studies because in Asia, there aren’t
books in their native language so if they want to have a higher
degree, they have to learn English first. They don’t have
theological commentary or materials to study anything beyond a
basic level, so their challenge for the next three generations is to
write that material so they have a foundation.
WT: Give us an idea of the size of the school.
CS: There are 250 students. Mostly the students find out about
the schools through word of mouth. In Hong Kong, if pastors are
looking out for talent, they will nurture and groom them and send
them to the seminary. So in Hong Kong, the challenge is they need
pastors for their congregations and the Lutheran seminary is
connected with four church bodies in Hong Kong. The Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Honk Kong is the largest body.

WT: Why are the seminaries interested in doing this?
WT: What is your schedule like?
CS: The government is worried that the church is becoming too
large and too strong. There are more Christians in China than
there are members of the actual communist party…not sure if
that’s true but the churches have to show that they are loyal
Chinese citizens and that churches that we work with are part of
the three self-patriotic movement…they are self-funding, selfpropagating and self-led which means they’re not projects of any
foreign church…they’re native Chinese churches. They pay for
themselves, they lead themselves, they do their own missionary
work. Because in church history over the course of Christian
missions to China the problem was always that Christianity was
perceived as a foreign religion. So if you were Christian, it was
almost as if you were a traitor to China…that you weren’t really
Chinese. So the churches need to show that we’re really Chinese
and Christian.

CS: I am on a 22/2 schedule…22 months in Hong Kong and then
2 months in the states. My contract from the division for Global
Mission says I am supposed to work as a sacramental minister
because some of the smaller churches in Hong Kong are not led by
an ordained pastor but by a non-ordained Evangelist. They
celebrate the sacrament of communion once a month and they
need someone to administer the sacrament once a month. The
Pastor there is a Missionary and she’s struggling to meet inside the
synod office so nobody knows there’s a church there so they are
doing a lot of outreach. I help her by preaching once per month
on the fourth Sunday of the month.
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WT: Who are you visiting with while you’re here?

CONNECT:

CS: I visited: Trinity - Madison (Carolyn is a member of
Trinity Lutheran Church and her sister, Sue Schneider is the
pastor of Trinity, so they have a strong partnership), First
United Church in Sheboygan and 2 congregations in Texas - I
taught in TX for 12 years so people know me in Texas.

Your Support makes a world of difference! Carolyn loves to
hear from folks who take the time to put pen to paper...she
mentioned there’s something special about reading a hand
written note from across the world.

WT: What do you love about your work? What are your
joys?

Here is her address if you would like to reach out with words
of encouragement and support or even visit her!

The students and the actual time in the classroom and the
time with my advisees, helping them improve their papers
and their research because they are working on things that
interest them, so I just have to help their interest go deeper
and become more skilled and have a more solid foundation.
The students are very respectful so it’s very pleasant to teach
them and they are all there because they are interested.
Some of them are shy to speak and once they do it, they
enjoy listening to each other…they share stories of their
cultures and they are all so different…they learn a lot when
they start talking. And it can get people riled up too. When
we talked about baptism, not everyone was Lutheran…
almost all Myanmar students are Baptist. One student
wanted to talk about rebaptism and that got everyone
going. The cross cultural discussion that ensued helped them
enlarge their view of different doctrines.
WT: What other ways can people support your mission
work?
CS: Prayer, financial support, letters, paper cards, words of
encouragement, connection and companionship. I’m very old
fashioned, I teach church history…a paper card means that
someone on the other end was holding a pen and writing on
a piece of paper…it is a very human connection…more than
a computer.
And visiting as well. If they want to come to Hong Kong,
they can. I always encourage people just to pay attention to
the rest of the world, pray, read the news, make it part of
your circle of caring to think about the rest of the world and
what is going on. The ELCA website offers connections to
what the church is doing in various parts of the world…
GLOBAL CONNECTIONS.
WT: What’s next for you?
CS: I am still trying to learn Mandarin and learning the
Chinese culture but might switch to Cantonese which is what
they speak in Hong Kong. I’ve created a life there and
friendships with ELCA folks. I’m still learning a lot. Students
are especially interested in learning the history of
Christianity in Asia. So I ask for prayers for wisdom and
insight and growth. When I was looking for a job, I said I
want a job where I can grow.

Dr. Carolyn Schneider
Associate Professor of Church History
The Lutheran Theological Seminary
50 To Fung Shan Road
Shatin, N.T.
Hong Kong SAR, China
For news about her work, you can email and ask her to put you on
the list of people receiving her quarterly newsletter.

Email: Carolyn.schneider@elca.org
You can sponsor her financially. Here are two links that will help
you learn how:
http://www.elca.org/en/Our-Work/Global-Church/GlobalMission/Global-Service
http://www.elca.org/en/Our-Work/Global-Church/Global-Church
-Sponsorship
You can pray for her and for Hong Kong, China, and Southeast
Asia, the places to and from where most of the students move.
The best way to know what to pray for is to stay in touch by
reading, watching, or listening to the international news. For news
about the ELCA's global work, you can read the "Global Links"
newsletter at http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%
20Repository/ELCA%20Global-Links%20Newsletter.pdf?
_ga=1.67902482.2035454801.1464991259.
For news about the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Hong Kong,
you can read the "LTS News," English edition, at http://
lts.edu/2013/e_main.php#0008A.

ELCA Global Missions - could it be right for you?
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Global-Church/GlobalMission
Partnering ELCA Congregation in South-Central Synod of
WI
Rev. Susan Schneider - Trinity Lutheran Church, Madison (608) 249-8527 email: Pastor.tlcmsn@merr.com
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Just What I’ve Been Thinkin’ About . . .
One of my favorite scripture passages is from Isaiah 25.
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich
food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged
wines strained clear. And God will destroy the shroud that is cast over all
peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; God will swallow up death
forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the
disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has
spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him,
so that he might save us.
A holy feast. A heavenly banquet. Rich food and well-aged wines. Tearless eyes and
joy filled faces. Isaiah paints this picture and says “This is what the kingdom of God is
like!”
Table fellowship, sharing a meal, is a common theme in the Bible and is often
presented as a glimpse of heaven; a sign of God’s dream for this good creation. As

Bishop Mary Froiland

you read through the stories in this magazine, notice the references to sharing a meal.
From the goodies baked by the folks at Just Bakery and shared in congregational
fellowship halls, to lunch with kids and families in Friendship Hall during St. Luke’s VBS,
to daily meals with children who have fled violence in their home countries and find
safety at StARS, a ministry of St. Andrews United Church of Cairo, served by Pastor
Kirsten Fryer. These times of sharing food and breaking bread together are holy
moments in sacred spaces. They are heavenly banquets, and when we are privileged
to share in such a feast, we know the kingdom of God has come near.
In the kingdom of God, everyone has a place at the table and there is plenty to go
around. In the kingdom of God we eat with a stranger and recognize a neighbor, we
break bread with an enemy and discover a friend.
My sisters and brothers in Christ, we have been sent out by Jesus to love God and
love our neighbor. As we follow, we find ourselves at unexpected tables with
unanticipated dinner companions. It is at those times and in those places, that we
experience the presence of Jesus. It is in those moments, that the kingdom of God is
very near.
The kingdom of God is a great feast. The table is set, the food is prepared, there’s a
place for everyone, and Jesus meets us there.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bD4WkAblWxc
Walk Together With Us. Subscribe today: scswoffice@scsw-elca.org
Like us on Facebook: http://bit.ly/SCSWELCA

Phone: 608-270-0201

Website: www.scsw-elca.org
South-Central Synod of Wisconsin, ELCA
6401 Odana Road, Suite 20
Madison, WI 53719

Walking
together
for the sake of mission in God's
world. The South-Central Synod of
Wisconsin is one of 65 synods of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America. We are comprised of 145
congregations and worshipping
communities, over 97,000
members, and nearly 300 clergy
and rostered leaders...
Synod means walking together,
which describes our interdependent
ministry relationship as we support
mission partners, carry out synodical
and churchwide initiatives, provide
for education events and leadership
training, respond to disaster and
emergency needs, and heed the
call to be a church engaged in all
the world. Learn more about our
synod.
To Donate to Synod Ministries:
https://scsw-elca.org/donations/
mobile/

Or donate using your smart phone:

