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CARIBBEAN SYNOD, HISTORY AND UPDATE
• Our history, as synod, starts in 1952, but our Lutheran presence in the Caribbean goes
back to 1666;
• 1666, Frederick LC is organized in Saint Thomas under the Danish Lutheran Church;
• 1898, Siegfried Swenson, travels to Puerto Rico and starts doing missionary and
evangelization work. He was a Seminarian, not authorized by any Lutheran Body;
• 1900, San Pablo LC is organized in San Juan, Puerto Rico
• Starting conversations and dialogues with organized Lutheran Synods in the USA

FACTS
• Caribbean Synod officially organized in 1952, under the ULCA, congregations in Puerto Rico and the
United States Virgin Islands merge into Synod, Territories of the USA;
• In 1967 the Caribbean Synod was integrated into a new Lutheran Body, the LCA;
• In 1988 the Caribbean Synod was integrated into the ELCA
• Election of Rev. Rafael Malpica-Padilla as the first Bishop, 1988, the youngest in the ELCA at that
moment;
• Actually 33 congregations in two districts: Puerto Rico (26) and Virgin Islands (7), with about 6,562
baptized, 2,420 confirmed;
• In Puerto Rico we have two missions projects: one in the West Coast and one in San Juan Piers
(Fishermen and sailors);

FACTS, CONTINUATION
• Bishops of the Caribbean Synod under the ELCA governance structure
• Rev. Rafael Malpica-Padilla, 1988-1994
• Rev. Gregory Villalón, 1994-1996
• Rev. Francisco L. Sosa-Santiago, 1996-2001
• Rev. Margarita Martínez, 2001-2006 [RIP, first woman]
• Rev. Francisco L. Sosa-Santiago, interim, 2006-2007
• Rev. Felipe Lozada-Montañez, 2007-2018 [resigned the call]
• Election of a new Bishop at Synod Assembly 2018, starts office on September 1, [2018-2024]

FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS IN PR DISTRICT
• Organizations in Puerto Rico
• PR Women Conference
• PR Couples Organization
• Youth Ministry
• Missionary Association
• Lutheran Camp - PR
• Lutheran Social Services - PR
• Lutheran Disaster Response - PR
• Lay School of PR “Alberto Martínez”, in progress
• PR Pastor’s School “Francisco “Pancho Molina”
• Lutheran Center for Theological Formation “José David Rodríguez”

FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS IN VI DISTRICT
• Organizations in Virgin Islands
• VI Women Conference
• Lutheran Social Services – VI
• Lutheran Disaster Response – VI
• Lay School of VI – in progress
• Men in Mission, reorganizing

ECUMENICAL RELATIONS IN PUERTO RICO
• Puerto Rico Council of Churches
• Eight (8) Historic Denominations and two (2) independent congregations of the Union Church
• Six hundred (600) congregations, with near 80,000 members in total
• Bishop Lozada, member and President of the Board for several years

• Puerto Rico Evangelical Seminary
• Six (6) Historic Denominations [Disciples, United Evangelicals, Methodists, Presbyterians, Baptists, Lutherans]
• Bishop Lozada member and President of the Board for four years
• Used to have 230 Seminarians, now 190 (because of Hurricanes), including Lutherans

• Puerto Rico Ecumenical and Inter-Religious Coalition
• Christians (including the Roman Catholic and Historic Denominations); Islamic and Jews in the past

ECUMENICAL RELATIONS IN THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
• The goal is to reactivate the membership in the Caribbean Council of Churches [have
not been active for several years], through the active participation of the Virgin Islands
District pastors and lay leaders;
• Lay leaders and pastors are active in ecumenical relations with Moravian Church,
Episcopal and other Christian expressions, in activities and helping the community;
• Our Vice President, Ms. Yvonne Wells, is active and in communication with ecumenical
leaders;

HURRICANES
• Irma impacted the north coasts of our islands in September 3-4, 2017;
• María impacted the islands in September 18-20, 2017;
• LDR-USA (ELCA) was active in the first week of the impact of hurricanes;
• In both Districts,VI and PR, the pastors and lay leaders began the organization of groups to
help the community;
• Also, synods and congregations of the ELCA stared to be in contact with the Caribbean
Synod, when possible, specially the South Central Synod of Wisconsin, through Bishop Mary
Froyland and her Assistant, Rev. Steve Kottke, the office and congregations. Thank you.

EMERGENCY ANSWER
• Pastors, lay leaders and congregations activated since the next day of the emergency, visiting
and helping people;
• From the beginning we started organizing groups, in both Districts, to help in the recovery
process. Now we are beginning our work in the reconstruction;
• The impact, of the Hurricanes, on the Synod Office and the Camp was huge, for months we
didn't have electricity or water, no communication for months;
• Water was back in October, electricity came back on March 20, after six months of the
Hurricanes impact, communication is beginning but not in our Office., up to the moment I am
writing;
• Offerings and donations is starting to come: by plane and ship; in bags with volunteers, etc.

WHERE YOU MAY FIND INFORMATION ABOUT THE
SITUATION WE ARE HAVING NOW
•
•
•
•
•

Visit the following sites in the internet
https://www.univision.com/puerto-rico/wlii/noticias/huracan-maria/...
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/el-embate-del-hurac-c3-a1n...
https://www.fema.gov/es/disaster/4339
https://centropr.hunter.cuny.edu

• Synod web address: www.elcalcs.org

TRAJECTORY MAPS OF HURRICANES
IRMA AND MARIA

PRAYING, OUR WOMEN IN ACTION,
OUR FAITH MAKING PRESENCE

RESCUERS,VOLUNTEERS, COMMUNITY LEADERS
AND CHURCH MEMBERS

COMMUNITIES IN ACTION, PEOPLE HELPING ONE
ANOTHER, CLEANING, RELIEVING, ETC.

CREATIVITY IN ACTION, NEIGHBORS
HELPING ONE ANOTHER

WINDS, IMPACTING HOUSES, PROPERTIES,
LAND, MOUNTAINS, ETC.

FLOODS, RIVERS IMPACTING HOUSES,
ROADS, ETC.

EMBLEMATIC CHURCHES, FREDERICK ELC IN STT
AND SAN PABLO ELC IN SAN JUAN

THE CHURCH OF MY CHILDHOOD, SAN PEDRO ELC IN
TOA BAJA, FLOODED, LOSING EVERYTHING INSIDE

DATA AFTER SIX MONTHS
• From several studies I have copied the following information:
• “Hurricane Maria was the worst storm to hit Puerto Rico since San Felipe Segundo in
1928. In September 20, 2017, Hurricane Maria struck Puerto Rico as a Category 4 storm,
with sustained winds blowing at 145 mph and peaking at 155 mph as it made landfall.
Researchers from the Climate Impact Lab described the storm as a 1 in 3,000 event,
which is reflected in the severity of the potential long-term economic impact.” [Center
for Puerto Rican Studies, Hunter College, New York]
• The major natural disaster in the Caribbean in years, maybe including the Continental
USA, including the situation in our economy (bankruptcy of the government).

INFORMATION, TO HELP UNDERSTAND
OUR PRESENT SITUATION
• The official estimate is that 64 people lost their lives.Yet, many sources estimate that the
real number exceeds 1,000. (Credibiliy?) [Independent organizations and Hunter College]
• Officially the Government says that 95% of the people have electricity. For the
communities that’s not true, in some of them only 65% has electricity, in the mountains it
is less than that;
• Preliminary estimates are up to 20% declining in economic activity, with up to a
accumulation of $180 billion in loss economic output.
• We need to invest in the economy of the Islands.The Church must be present, investing
what we receive to help our economy.

MOVING FORWARD, WITH YOU;
PARTNERS AND FRIENDS
• The Church, in different expressions, starts working with the communities in the relief
phase: visiting, praying, evaluation, spiritual accompaniment, and making presence in the
life of families;
• Religious leaders making the difference from the very beginning of the relief phase, being
the first helping in the recovery and will be the firsts helping in the reconstruction and
rebuilding of the communities, of the Society in our Islands (Puerto Rico, STT, STX, STJ,
others);
• Thank you for your solidarity, your offerings and donations making the difference. It is the
same situation with the other religious partners in the islands.
• God’s Work. Our Hands. Thanks for being with us, we need each one of you, today and
tomorrow.

EXODUS AND DIASPORA
• Thousands of Islanders, in each of our islands, have moved to the USA, most of them Puerto
Ricans;
• In six months more than 135,000 Puerto Ricans has moved to the states, you may find them
in [Florida, New York, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Illinois];
• You can find a puertorican community in any place in the USA, we have about 5.2 millions in
the States;
• This situation in not only because of the Hurricanes, it is also because of the economy, or the
absence of one, one that should be sustainable with future;
• Your accompaniment helps, your solidarity helps and your prayers give us peace and trust.

PHOTOS, HOUSES DESTROYED, FACILITIES THAT
HAS DISAPPEARED, AUTOS, VANS, ETC.

MORE, GASOLINE FOR GENERATORS, LOOKING
FOR …. ANYTHING LEFT

AND MORE, ELECTRICITY LINES AND POLES,
EQUIPMENTS, ETC.

WOW, GDB ECONOMIC ACTIVITY INDEX

NEXT
• We will continue using donations, volunteers, offerings and, obviously, praying to be with
the people, doing what the Gospel asks us to do in behalf of the most needed ones.
• Welcome to our hearts, as we feel that we are welcomed in yours.
• Come and visit us in our Islands, come and walk with us.
• A new Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Caribbean has born, partnership and solidarity.
• Continue to be the Lutheran Church that the world needs: follow the cross, live the
Gospel.
• Amen.

Q &A
• Lutherans in the Caribbean.
• Congregations working with communities.
• Involvement of the Church in Social Issues.
• Living the Social Statements of the Church.
• Acting the Social Messages of the ELCA.
• Be humble and patience, God is in care and we trust Him.
• Your hands + our hands = Walking with communities, seeing the needs and acting.
• The Lutheran Church, all of you and all of us. Holy Catholic Church.

