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Have you ever asked a room full of Sunday school c
kingdom of God?6 You were |ikely to see little fin
proverbial heaven, or in a classroom setting, the ceiling. As a volunteer teacher, |
was ready with my answer thinking it was a pretty reasonable one for .
kindergarteners to understand, OThe™
a better answer was provided by one of myyBar old students. Logan moved
his hand to his heart and sai d, 0The uk
prepared to hear so beautiful an answer from a child. In fact, | found myse
such a state of awe that it took my brain a moment to catch up with my lips b
| could respond. In that moment, God, through Logan, changed my whole vie
where we should look first for the kingdom of God. So typical that God woulduse
a b-year old to teach me that to find the kingdom on earth we must first look into
our own hearts. .

dom of God

m of God

So where does your congregation find its heart these days? Our synod has
145 ELCA congregations and worshipping centers across thirteen counties in south

central W sconsin, that are following their hearts
in the world together in a world that often says ON
our feet are N SNCEIENNGSINE D | aces. But we candot all
ti me so we want to share exciting stories of the pl
kingdom workers in our synod.

| am excited to be both on the cutting edge and on the cutting room floor of this
exciting communications ministry. Yes, it can be e
fl ooro because It means we have many stories to tel
task to pare them down to a readable publication each quarter. Our days are full
of media and piles of ostuff to readdé on our desks,
keeping this to a coffee cup kind of read. )

We will fill it with stories of your ministries from cgn%wrlt autiful b
photos of Godoés creat. trei buting phot ogiha
devotions from Bishop Mary, reflections from Martin Luthergan r@ctlng s‘
information will be provided at the end of articles if you want th more. . ™.

If you are looking for new places for. your hearts and h&is and feet to gb ContrQu """ \MIWSWMSSUE} """""
you may be inspired by the stories in this publication...we hope you il be! We W
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For Memoly

Pastor Naomi Garber presents Mary Kay Baun

an d H O p e with a shawl in gratitude for her ministry.

Mary Kay Baumds message i s
in our synod with early onset Alzheimers, Mary Kay Baum
was behind the resolution that our Assembly passed in 2013
that encourages us to raise awareness of cognitive health.
Mary Kayds ministry takes h
Lutheran Church in Janesville. There she spent three hours
over three weekends, educating, inspiring, caring for and
connecting with members and friends of First Lutheran who
experience cognitive changes either personally or have
family members that live with it.

ol't was a joy to work with
to our church family. We do not always know how the Spirit
is working in our lives, but many of us at First Lutheran Churc
in Janesville know that each time Mary Kay Baum visited
with us, hearts were opened, seeds were planted, and
healing began, 6 says Peg Ek
of the sessions. OWe opene
and faithful acknowledgement that we have a growing
number of persons | iving wi

In the first session, Mary Kay used two contrasting skits to
il lustrate 0howommancateawitdpere h o
sons experiencing early cognitive changes. The skits were
based on a list of reminders written by Mary Kay to help all
of us understand how our words and actions impact those we
care about. And, along the way, simply by discussing the
various situations, those who were experiencing their own

cognitive chal_lenges were validated. This fgrmat was so pants planted seeds for future e)éﬂ ration of what it means
effective, St. Johnds also usH e gedple ¥ Gddhor thed ﬁéo"rc%a With R

and adult group leaders. people of God, 6 Peg says.

Word of mouth in the week following session one was very : : :
positive, and the second session brought a slightly larger R R (e e cgpDEmentiayant. the Baith

gr o u’ p to hear Mary Kayods pe rcg%wgltyg %guq%'rwmgfﬂ? %ourpe o;grﬁr}gsf ths)'rgsc |
Sharing a poem written by her sister, \{vhose uni~que journey Its in qug cpn i ommunﬁles mcreases the
Dy v k0 s s o o il o ol o s s an e i

: 9 = . . particularly with the growing numbers of persons living Wlth
emotions and thoughts of someone who finds herself avo'd'ngdementia e A T the narrative that in-
showers beca_use they have become frightening and i A s f ||v n SRR T
confusing. Reg iEkiedahl reflcgngtsn:%twnh |e£; M %rgclaqn(gpﬁopgﬁs%
personal narratives that brought tears to our eyes, Ty ages a n d i
encouraging us to consider how cognitive changes require
new understandings of all ft huesy. ém' R ST ' fe, and I

A topic oft_en suppressed by fear or mistrust, opening the
In week 3, Mary Kay talked about how we can become conversation as Mary Kay does often leads people to

dCongregations of Hope and %eliﬂwolge&omfortaé'@in talking abguy their gwi persona
minute session, which attracted our largest group of partici- journey. After the last session as a mother and daughter
were walking out of the church, the mother was heard to sa
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The OES6 Wor d

Martha Grace Reeseds organi zat
research, The Mainline Evangelism Project, that answered some
important questions. In her book)nbinding the Gospate states that
six years of their national research in nine denominations has

demonstrated conclusively that most people would rather get a ro

rtc

canal than think about evange p ¢
mi ssional 6 until the cows com : 0 N
want to. I f we answer the OWHY SsSmare my T artmryp u e
start wanting to know OHOW can God use me to help i
until theydre |l oving, relational communities where
about their own faith experiences. Once our chyurche
faith. The Unbinding the Gospel Series addresses both the Why and the How.

Here are two reactions from two pastors in our synod that participated in this program. Rev. Matthew

Poock of St. Johno6és in Evansville and Rev. Jul e Ki

experiences.

What made you decide to explore Unbinding the Gospel? Why was your congregation ready?

MP: | read about it ifWhat Mattersa couple times and | felt the spirit was nudging us and went to an introductory

meeting with Blake Rohrer and other leaders, so | read the book and | was inspired and then went to ang

meeting at the synod office and | thought it was an opportunity for us to grow in prayer and to develop co
in small groups. That 6s what really inspired
|l ess scary than people think. | appreciated h

about evangelism. Everyday conversations about your faith can be evangelism and just ways to share y
a nonthreatening, nejudgmental manner.

JK: I have always had a passion for Evangelism. | grew up with that. It was important to my mother and
reach out to others. | read the book while | was on retreat with other women pastors and | liked the way
talked about going deeper and being invitational and being welcoming and how the two things go togethe
| came back and asked Pastor Berggren to read it too so we could both be on the same page and we bot
ed to |l ead a group. We were ready because itds

Every church needs to go deeper and wider, but you do need to be ready to devote energy and time to it

Where do you think that fear of that oedé6 wor d,

MP:I suppose it comes from brimstone and fire preaching that if we share our faith we are automatically
condemning those that wedre sharing with becau
off putting position. Our culture is very nervous to judge and very quick to call others judgmental. Strang

evangelism is not wusually effectiveérelationsh
together, | etds get to know each other and | et
ears to hear whatés meaningful in your |ife.

JK: 1 think the fear of the "e" word begins with the fact that we so value beingWieelon't want to be offen-
sive and unfortunately in our minds we've linked sharing the joy and comfort we have in knowing Jesus W
offending our colleague or friend. So we get locked in that fear. We worry that we might step on toes whe
mention God. On a deeper level, we may feel like we are not qualified or smart endigFeel we don't have
all the answers when it comes to faith so we would rather not risk it. No one wants to look stupid after all,
are having real conversation in real relationships, we can't go whéagbe we lack trust, too. We forget that
God is faithful and will be with us in those conversations.
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What have been the most fruitful aspects of the series?

MP:As much as | was interested in putting people at easq i

evangelism, we were alread

about 100 new members each year and that has predomit

nantly been due to people inviting people, but I think that
been enhanced. | think people feel more empowered to g
that , but the fruit for us
This | ast year wedve done
throughout 2013 when we did ouvEnt, we did 41

baptisms and 21 of those were adult baptisms. So we we
getting a |l ot of families
had moved into the communi
werenodét worshipping at all/l

It also inspired leadership development. People were bei
inspired to pray, people doing a daily devotional, to read
the bible, to lead in the church a group that talked about
faith, to introduce themselves to others. We developed 4
small group leaders to talk about faith and pray together.

JK: The congregational members would definitely point ta
the prayer piece and the discipline of getting the prayer
piece into their daily lives. Secondly, coming together in g

groups and getting to know one another at a deeper level|i

something that doesnd6t hapy
a huge benefit. Thirdly, getting people to a place where
they dondt have to be scar
about being welcoming and
en, and understanding that at a more basic level than just
being turned off by sometH

do...evangelism. Wedve had
dondt even know. Peopl e
one was praying for them every day. People are more op
to asking people now, O01s

for you?6

What was it about this program that broke down the
barriers for people that were intimidated about leading?

MP: I led the first group and that the was the training groy
for those that participated in the first group. They were in
ed to facilitate something they had just experienced. | led

8 week pilot group with 40 people in 4 small groups and then

the event with 200 people in small groups in Spring 2013
Average adult worship was 200 and attendance in worshi
soared during Lent and it just kept generating its own
vibrancy. We now have a prayer team, an outreach team
which is considering ways to be a presence in the
communityéwe were at the |
facts about hunger and were collecting goods for the food
pantry. Our community day of service on September 8 wa
inspired by Unbinding. We pray in triads at every council
meeting. We have a mission and ministry moment during
worship where someone talks about what God is doing in
their |ife, sometimes itdSs

Ve
en
t he

nd
it-
an

them are so inspiring. About 75 people are now in Unbinging

Your Soul, and two people got up and proclaimed that
oOUnbinding Your Heart <chanr
before! |l 6ve never done s

A
ged
nal |

During worship, members
prayers on a wall that was created to look like the
Wailing Wall in Jerusalem.

e sometning | can pr

nd

major fruit of Unbinding the Gospel lies in the trinity
my | g¢f er%'l QV€o MLrh&ile. B
e 0]

groups fore!
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What other faithforming benefits have you realized?

MP: A major fruit is the Trinity of relationships: relationship with God,
with each other and with the Commun t . hyp 0 s
believers, reaching up in relationship with God, reaching out in relation- ﬁ il h § M & yn 4

ship with neighbor, and reaching within, relationships with each other. f r u | t | n me m
This has been so good for our churhh Il t, i s a ﬁrogr
program. Itis a book and a journey. The power of it is not in the hur ch .

chapters, the power is in how it spurs community and encourages prayer.
Some people were so on fire and participated in four hour prayer vigils. can bear fr

The Holy Spirit really has been perk n i|f a

We are walking with the Lord. Unbinding is not about building a church. ¢ h e b Y i I ﬁ | rni Q
I love how MGR said, this may not bear fruit in membership of the church, e o | e 0 f t
but what it can bear fruit in is about building up the people of the church, p p

building up the people and their spiritual lives for the Lord. So | hope that d t h :
when they are encouraged every day to pray and read scripture, they an el r
experience the fullness God has for us every day. Membership and .
of ferings are a gauge of vitality, lb dt Vu Sr e dl Oyl cah
hang our hat on that.

People are inspired by a daily nudgeéwe send 3 X wee
message. People sign up with their cell phone and we send quick and immediate text messages. During the capital
campaign, we did it daily. We use scripture and quotes, inspirational messages. We have about 100 people we

text . The | ast one we sent was a Maya Angel ou quote
forget what you did, but people wildl never forget ho
being at your desk and getting a text message, 0Come

stream.
What do you think needs to happen for people to be more invitational and share their faith stories with others?

MP: MGR talks about how easy it is to fade away after the initial surge. So we are trying to hold one invitational

event a mont h. Whet her 1itds a bazaar or a family mo
people can use as a tool to invite someone. It would have worship times on one side and the invitation to the event or
the other side. We are thinking of doing more meal/fellowship for small groups withesimoopportunities such as
four weeks and a travelling potluck. We will work toward keeping the connectivity going and keep the digging into
scripture going because this is something that is bigger than ourselves.

JK: Continuing growth in their faith life and to always have that reminder that this is relational ministry. You:have to
be in a relationship so that it is more natural to talk about your faith. You have to have a relationship with your hair
stylist or your nephew before you start preaching it. In the year of invitation following Unbinding, you need to keep
that focus on invitation, invitation, invitation. Every committee needs to be invitational so it infuses the wiwlé life of t
church, from all church events down to the individual. The focus keeps going on that and that takes pastoral and lay
leadership to keep that focus from veering off coarse. MGR says the easiest thing to do is to go back to business as
usual. So everybody on the team has to keep it up. We talk about that in coaching, that is really key and if that

doesnd6ét happen in the church for a varlety of reason
the fore. We have members who are saying 0God is re
some! 6 So sometimes we | ose the oOwhy. o6 We forget t
: Connecting:
These two pastors have both offered to serve as coaches for any of our _

congregations that are interested in Unbinding the Gospel. Feel free to g

connect with them!

Pastor Julie Krahn Pastor Matthew Poock

Our Saviords LutheranSChudohnos ni Chu

550 Lincoln Drive 312 S. Third Street :

Sun Prairie, WI 53590 Evansville, Wl 53536

608-837-3111 608-882-4044

pastorkrahn@oslelca.org pastor@stjohnk.org

..................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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What Martin
Luther had to
say...

From Martin Lutherods House Pcstil, from
a sermon on John 12:129

OWe should get really wel!l acgJlainted with 1 his

ChristKing, and place all our hope boldly in the life

which is to come, where we will be forever happy,

free of all sin and infirmity. l'tds for that
Christ came, and was crucified, died, rose from the

dead, and ascended into heaven to occupy his king-

dom. Thatds how he overcame sin, death, and t
devil for us, and by his blood and Holy Spirit swept

us clean of all filth, so that all who believe in him are

righteous and blessed, and will someday pass through

temporal death into his eternal, heavenly kingdom.

That s why all of us should truly welcome t i
-King, recognizing him as our righteous helper, and by
the power of the Word, Sacraments, and faith, enjoy
him now and forever! A Christian, you see has not
been baptized so that he may collect treasure and
get rich here on eartfall of which he can do as well
without the gospel and baptism; instead he was bap-
tized so that through Christ he may attain eternal life.
To reach that life is why we should faithfully use the
gospel and baptism. | am a baptized Christian so

that | may inherit and attain Christds kingdom.
Il &m al so bl essed with possessions, I use these
physical needscertainly not to lift myself to heaven!
We should, therefore, mark all the difference
bet ween Christés kingdom and worl dly powers, as

himself clearly showed by his extraordinary entry in
Jerusalem, riding on a donkey, without a saddle, the

animal a borrowed one at that! He sat on it without
pretense, just as he was, barefoot, without boots and The next day the great crowd

spurs. From the human point of view the whole inci- that had come to the festival
dent looked ridiculous, and yet this begdfng, rid-

ing on a donkey, was | sr aelesbdRahJeSUSWRSHEOMIRG 1y

and foretold by the prophets. That was evident also Jerusale So thev took
e dm'hl m X

from the way his foIIowersD gnreet
Blessings on this King and upon his new kingdom! ra

0Bl essed is he who cometh i out themeet Mign. shoutih Lor
even the King of Israell!o jM[L 0[5 chvbc’h ?‘I%)d ’i\)
clear that he was in no way like worldly rulers who \ Q % VVH
have amassed a lot of treasure and property for the who comes in the name of the
purpose of displaying worldly pomp and circumstance .

for their public appearances. Christ was no such Lord --the Klng of Israel!

earthly king; on the contrary, he is an eternal King, John 12:12-13

with an everlasting kingdom where one needs neither
gold or silver, and yet will never suffer any want or

need in all eternity.o
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